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   I. Executive Summary: 

The most significant violations committed against media per-
sonnel in August 2015 are detailed as follows: 

Killings: 
- SNHR documented the killing of 12 media personnel, de-
tailed as follows: 
Government Forces (army, security forces, local militias, for-
eign Shiite militias) killed 8 media personnel, including one 
activist who died under torture in government detention cent-
ers. 
- Extremist Islamic Groups: 
ISIL killed 3 media personnel 
- Armed Opposition Groups killed one media personnel. 

Arrests or Kidnapping: 
SNHR recorded two kidnapping cases and the release of one 
media personnel who was arrested by government forces. 
The kidnapping cases are detailed as follows: 
- PYD Kurd self-management forces kidnapped one media 
personnel 
- Armed Opposition Groups kidnapped one media personnel 

Injuries: 
SNHR recorded 8 injuries concerning media personnel, de-
tailed as follows: 
- Government forces injured 5 media personnel 
- PYD Kurd self-management forces injured 1 media personnel 
- Extremist Islamic Groups: 
   ISIL injured one media personnel 
- Armed Opposition Groups injured one media personnel 
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Violations against Properties: 
- SNHR documented 6 violations against media personnel’s properties, detailed as follows: 
- PYD forces: 2 cases 

Extremist Islamic Groups: 
- An-Nusra Front: 3 cases were documented in partnership with armed opposition groups 
- Armed Opposition Groups: 4 cases were recorded, including 3 cases in partnership with  
An-Nusra front. 

   II.  Introduction: 

Media activists risk their lives to report what is happening in Syria, however, they are met 
with oppression, killing, arrests and threats. Since the beginning of the uprising in March 
2011 and up to this moment, the Syrian media arena has been losing its prominent media 
activists each month, who risk their lives to document crimes being committed against 
Syrian citizens. They were killed, arrested, kidnapped, harassed, seriously injured, suffered 
from permanent injuries, or forced to disappear midst international silence that ignored 
their suffering, basic rights to be protected and safe and without holding the perpetrators 
accountable for their violations against them. 
 
All these violations did not change the international community’s efforts towards the Syr-
ian cause.  SNHR affirms the importance of protecting mass media in Syria, renews its 
condemnation of all violations committed against media activists, and assures the impor-
tance of respecting the freedom of working in media. The International community, char-
acterized by the Security Council has to hold liability for not protecting journalists and 
media activists in Syria.   

  III. Methodology:

A citizen journalist is anyone who plays an important role in covering and publishing news 
even if he is not impartial as opposed to what a journalist should be. When a citizen jour-
nalist carries a weapon and gets involved directly in armed clashes, he is no longer a citizen 
journalist unless he completely retires from military action. This report is based mainly 
on SNHR’s archives and investigations in addition to the testimonies of victims’ families 
and relatives. Information we collected from local activists, and the verified pictures and 
videos we receive and add to our archives that we have been updating regularly since 2011.

It should be noted that these statistics and facts are the bare minimum of the violations and 
crimes that happened in light of the security and logistic difficulties and challenges we are 
facing in order to reach the locations where these violations occurred.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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   IV.  Report Details: 

Violations committed by government forces against media personnel: 

A. Extrajudicial Killings: 
On 5 August 2015, Mohamad Abul Lateef Hamade, a media 
activist, was killed due to injuries he sustained from an artil-
lery missile that came from Sahel Al Ghab region in Hama 
suburbs next to Al Masheek checkpoint while he was covering 
the news in the region. 
Mohamad is from Tal town in Hama suburbs and worked as 
a reporter for Ahrar Al Sham, an armed opposition group. 

On 14 August 2015, media activist Tarek Ziad, Al Nabaa 
Media Channel reporter, died due to a barrel bomb shrapnel 
that was dropped by government helicopters on Tareeq Al 
Sad neighborhood in Daraa when he was going back home 
after he finished covering the news there. 
We spoke to some of his relatives who told us that Tarek was 
born on 1986, from Daraa, Palestinian, and he could not fin-
ish his university degree in English Literature due to the war 
circumstance. 

On 15 August 2015, media activist Mohamad Hani Qaysoun, 
Talbisa Mobashar Network was killed due to missile shrap-
nel launched from a government forces’ tank while he was 
covering the clashes in Tasneen town between government 
forces and armed opposition groups in Homs suburbs. 

On 15 August 2015, media activist, Mohamad Adnan Ma-
yasa was killed due to missile shrapnel launched from gov-
ernment forces’ tank in Harasta in Damascus suburbs when 
he was covering news about clashes between government 
forces and armed opposition groups. 
Adnan was born on 1998 in Douma in Damascus suburbs 
and worked as a reporter for Al Islam Army, one of the armed 
opposition groups. 

http://www.sn4hr.org
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On 24 August 2015, Hamed Al Issa’s family confirmed his 
death under torture in Palestine Security Branch, one of the 
government detention centers. On 12 January 2012,  he was 
arrested by the Military Intelligence Branch in Al Mattar 
neighborhood in Daraa then he was taken to Palestine se-
curity branch where his fate remained unknown even to his 
family.

Al Masalema was born in Daraa in 1985 and earned his Master’s degree in Media from 
Damascus University. He was arrested twice by government forces. The first time was 
when government forces stormed Daraa City in April 2011 and then he was released two 
months later. He covered the news in Daraa city independently since the beginning of the 
uprising in March 2011 by communicating with Arab and International news agencies and 
channels. He also trained the residents of his city about covering news. 
SNHR spoke to Ahmad Al Masalema, Hamed’s brother: 

“After my brother was arrested in January 2012 by the Military Intelligence Branch 
in Daraa, we were informed that he was transported to Palestine Intelligence branch 
in Damascus 15 days after his arrest and since this we did not receive any informa-
tion about him. 
Hamed suffered from health problems in his liver, colon and lungs. We were afraid 
that he would not receive the treatment he needed. We only prayed to God. After a 
number of attempts, we learned from government sources that Hamed died in Pales-
tine Intelligence branch without knowing the cause of death. 

On 25 August 2015, media activist Mohamad Khattab died 
to injuries he sustained from a government artillery missile 
in Bashakoi town in northern Aleppo suburbs while he was 
covering the news there. 
Mohamad was born in 1995 and nicknamed by “Abu Khaled 
Al Jirjinzai” and worked as a reporter for Al Islam Army, one 
of the armed opposition groups. 

On 27 August 2015, media activist Abdul Rahman Abu Sat-
la, nicknamed as Abu Rayan, born in Douma in 1997, was 
killed by government forces’ sniper bullets while he was 
covering the clashes between Armed Opposition Groups and 
government forces in Douma city in Damascus suburbs, next 
to Homs highway. 

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Other violations
On 11 August 2015, Mohamad Abdul Hadi, a media activist, 
suffocated in one of primitive wells in Hamouriye city in 
Damascus suburbs, after he tried to help another person who 
was trapped in a well.  

Khaled Omran, a member in “Hamouriye Media   Office” 
spoke to SNHR: 

“One of Mohamad’s relatives was trapped in a well 
and he tried to help him. However, the lack of oxy-
gen in the well and the smell of gasoline from the 
drilling machine that was defected killed both of 
them. Residents of Eastern Ghouta had to dig wells 
since their region was suffering from lack of po-
table water and the siege imposed by government 
forces. Therefore, they were obliged to dig wells 
using primitive machines that were not safe to use.” 

Mohamad Abdul Hadi, who was head of the media office in Hamouriyia, and nicknamed 
as Abu Tayseer Al Alam: 

Injuries: 
On 14 August 2015, media activist Omar Al Harouni, Qayoun News Agency reporter, was 
injured with shrapnel from a government artillery missile in Al Yadouda town in Daraa 
suburbs while he was covering the news there. 

On 14 August 2015, media activist Malek Al Zoubani was injured due to a missile launched 
from a government tank next to Al Maftara checkpoint in Al Yadouda town in Daraa sub-
urbs. Malek was the media official in Daraa Governorate Council and a report for an armed 
opposition group.
SNHR spoke to Malek and he told us his story: 

“I had some bruises when I was covering the news about the “Southern Strom”. 
Government forces’ tanks targeted Al Maftara checkpoint with a tank missile. We, 
media activists, find ourselves on the frontlines along with fighters in order to cover 
the news.” 

http://www.sn4hr.org
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On 20 August 2015, media activist Anas Al Kouli, a member in Siqba coordination was 
injured with a missile shrapnel fired from government artillery on Harasta city in Damas-
cus while he was covering the clashes between armed opposition groups and government 
forces in the region. 

On 25 August 2015, media activist Zein Al Rifaei’ was severely injured in his feet and face 
due to a government forces’ artillery missile in Bashakoi town in northern Aleppo suburbs 
when he was covering the news there. 
Zein works for Al Jazeera news channel and AFP as a press photographer. He also works 
for Aleppo media center and tries to cover the daily challenges and struggles people face 
in both government and opposition regions.   

On 27 August 2015, media activist Atef Al Saeidi, who works for an armed opposition 
group, was injured due to shrapnel from a government artillery missile when he was cover-
ing the news in Al Yadouda town next to Al Kazeya checkpoint. 

Releases: 
On 10 August 2015, Syrian authorities released Mazen Dar-
weesh, a journalist and founder of the Syrian Media and 
Freedom of Speech Center after he was arrested by Air Force 
Intelligence branch in Damascus on 16 February 2012. Dar-
weesh was released, but he is still being subjected to trials. 
On 31 August 2015, the board of the Anti-Terrorism Court 
headed by judge Rida Moussa, decided to grant Darwish a 
pardon according to the general presidential pardon issued 
on 9 June 2014; therefore, the charge of promoting terrorism 
actions has been dropped.  These charges were attributed to 
Mazen and his friends who worked in center, Houssien Ghareer, Hani Al Zitani, Mansour 
Al Omari and Abdul Rahman Hamada. 

B- Violations committed by PYD forces against media activists:  
Arrests: 
On 27 July 2015, Mazkeen Mohamad Ramadan, representative of Sheikh Ma’shouk Coor-
dination in the Kurdish National Council, was arrested by PYD forces when they stormed 
his house in Jarenk neighborhood in Al Qamishli city in Al Hassaka governorate. They 
took him to an unknown destination without revealing their reasons. 
Mazkeen is considered one of the most known young men who were involved in the upris-
ing in Al Qamishli city and a founder of Sheikh Ma’shouk Coordination. He was abducted 
earlier and with his friends from the coordination in 2012 by PYD forces then released 
nearly six months later. 

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Injuries: 
On 20 August 2015, writer Dlawer Zanki, the head of the Kurdish-Syrian writers was se-
verely beaten by two individuals who were wearing the PYD costume. They attacked his 
house at night in Al Qamishli and assaulted him and his daughter. As a result, one of his 
legs was broken and his face was severely injured.  

Violations against Properties:
On 3 August 2015, the media directorate in Amouda in Hassaka suburbs, that is under the 
control of PYD forces withdrew licenses from “Rawado” and “Orient” news channels. It 
issued a statement and considered it as a notice to the news channels. 
Statement

C-Violations committed by Extremist Islamic Groups against media activists: 
ISIL: 
Extrajudicial Killings:   
On 15 August 2015, ISIL media office in Raqqa published a video about killing 2 media 
activists with a third individual. The victims’ hands were tied to a tree then they were shot 
dead. ISIL accused the victims of treason and collaborating with foreign parties and forced 
them to wrongfully confess to things they did not do like videotaping and transporting 
information in Raqqa governorate. 
Media activists are: 
Rakan Hilo Al Awwad 
Atallah Al Khalaf Al Hameed Al Iydan from Raqqa city
 Mohamad Mousa Al Jassem (Hammoud Moussa’s father, one of the Raqqa being slaugh-
tered in silence campaign we documented his death in June 2015). It is worth mentioning 
that the SNHR could not verify the date of the incident, but it estimates that it happened in 
June 2015. 

 Rakan Hilo Al Awwad Atallah Al Khalaf Al Hameed Al 
Iydan from Raqqa city

Mohamad Mousa Al Jassem 

http://www.sn4hr.org
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On 26 August 2015, ISIL informed the media activists’ 
parents, Turky Hameed Al Houssein, nicknamed as Abo 
Houssien Al Kara’ani that he was killed in their prisons 
when he was detained months ago in Al Tayana town in Deir 
Al Zour. ISIL accused the victim of communicating with 
foreign and infidel bodies, according to ISIL, however, we 
could not verify these allegations and we could not verify the 
way he was killed or when. 

Turky is from Al Tayyana town and worked as a media activist, using “Abu Houssien Al 
Kara’ani” as a pseudonym, since the beginning of the uprising in his region and after ISIL 
took over Deir Al Zour, he worked as a reporter for them. 
 
Injuries: 
On 15 August 2015, media activist Waseem Hafez was injured due to an artillery shrapnel 
that came from an ISIL controlled region inMaree’ city in Aleppo suburbs while he was 
covering the news there. 

An-Nusra Front: 
Violations against Properties: 
On 14 August 2015, 3000 copies of “Sada Al Sham” newspaper, issue number 102, was 
confiscated by the administration of Bab Al Hawa crossing point in Idlib suburbs and the 
newspaper was prohibited from distributed in Syria. 
SNHR spoke to Issa Samseem, the chief editor of “Sada Al Sham” newspaper: 

“3000 copies from this issue were confiscated by the administration of Bab Al Hawa 
crossing point. It was supposed to be distributed in Idlib suburbs, Lattakia suburbs, 
and Hama suburbs. We, as media personnel in “Sada Al Sham” newspaper, condemn 
this action since it is endangers the freedom of media for illogical reasons like harm-
ing the Islamic religion or equalizing opposition forces with Bashar Al Assad.  Also, 
issue 104 was also prohibited from distribution for the same reason.” 

Bab Al Hawa crossing point is under the control of a legal court that is constituted from 
An-Nusra Front, the Sham Front, and Ahrar Al Sham movement, along with other armed 
opposition groups in Idlib suburbs. 
On 14 August 2015, Bab Al Hawa administration confiscated 1500 copies from issue 53 
from “We’re out for our freedom” news paper, as its website indicated. The reason why it 
was prevented from being distributed was because of an article written by Shawkat Gharaz 
entitled by “Terrorist Rebels”.  
Bab Al Hawa crossing point is under the control of a legal court that is constituted from 
An-Nusra Front, the Sham Front, and Ahrar Al Sham movement, along with other armed 
opposition groups in Idlib suburbs. 

http://www.sn4hr.org
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SNHR spoke to Layla Al Safadi, editor in chief of “We’re out for our freedom” newspaper: 

“Unfortunately, this is not the first incident we witness in liberated regions. Issue 
number 35 was prohibited from being distributed since it contained a specific article 
about ISIL and even our media activists were threatened and harassed. One thou-
sand copies were burned from issue 37 by ISIL members. Back then our team was 
humiliated by ISIL and they were threatened of being lashed. Not only that, by they 
said that our Syrian revolution was an infidel revolution. Issue number 48 was pre-
vented from being printed in Aleppo suburbs since An-Nusra front said it contained 
pictures of unveiled women; and these pictures were for Razan Zaytouna and Samira 
Al Khaleel the kidnapped activists in eastern Ghouta. Now, issue 53 was prevented 
from entering Syria since it implied that the revolution and the revolutionists are ter-
rorists. We respect the decision of Bab Al Hawa administration; however we encour-
age them to discuss their opinions with us.” 

C-Armed Opposition Groups: 
Extrajudicial killings: 
On 22 August 2015, media activist Abo Ali Jawad, Hizbollah 
reporter, was killed due to injuries he sustained from an artil-
lery missile while he was covering the military operations in 
Al Zabadani region in Damascus suburbs between govern-
ment forces and its allies and armed opposition groups. 
Jawad was born in 1992 in Homs in Um Al Habab town 

Arrests: 
On 2 August 2015, media activist Mou’wiya Hasan Agha, Idlib press reporter, was re-
leased after he was arrested by Ahrar Al Sham, one of the armed opposition forces in Ser-
meen city in Idlib on 13 July 2015. He told us that he was beaten and humiliated while he 
was arrested. 
SNHR spoke to Mou’wiya and he told us the details of his arrest and suffering in prison: 

“At one a.m. I was in an internet coffee shop in Sermeen when a great number of 
armed men from Ahrar Al Sham were chasing one of the wanted individuals. They 
had heavy machine guns and entered the coffee shop and confiscated all mobile, me 
included. I am a civil media activist and I do not belong to any armed group. After 
they captured the wanted man, one of the armed men recognized me due to a dispute 
we had earlier on and ordered the others to arrest me. They cursed me and pulled me 
from my hair and put me in a pickup truck along with 7 other detainees, threw us 
above each other, and then they took us to Binnish city. Later we were transported 
to a different place with another vehicle and they cursed us. We did not eat for three 

http://www.sn4hr.org
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consecutive days during the last days of Ramadan. The 
cell I was in was dark with no ventilation. On the fourth 
day of my arrest, that happened to be Eid, they brought 
us food and water then the interrogations started. I was 
blindfolded the whole time and did not know why I was 
being interrogated in the first place. 
I was asked about my age, job, my wife and children’s 
names, what I used to do for a living before and after the 
revolution, and whether I published news about ISIL. 
I told them that they can check my personal facebook account and make sure that I 
did not, and that’s what they did. I was arrested for 22 days and was told that I was 
innocent but they waited for the official command to be released. I learned from my 
friends that the place we were in belonged to Ahmad Hasoun (Syria’s Mufti) and Ah-
rar Al Sham took control over it. I also learned that the interrogator was called Abu 
Baseer, a commander in Ahrar Al Sham.” 

Violations committed against properties: 
On 14 August 2015, 3000 copies of “Sada Al Sham” newspaper, issue 102 was confiscated 
by Bab Al Hawa administration. 

On 14 August 2015, 1500 copies of “We’re out for freedom” newspaper, issue 53. 

Different Conducts: 
On 31 August 2015, head of the Journalist Union in Aleppo expelled two media activists 
from the «The General Secretariat and the General Authority” in the union. The members 
are Bahaa Al Halabi and Mohamad Shebeeb. They were expelled for the following reasons: 
Insulting one of the executive members with indecent language. 

Describing head of the journalists union with indecent language.
 
Accusing one of the executive members with wrongful actions regarding the revolution 
without evidence or proof. 
The statement: 
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A recent picture for the detained 
media activist after he was re-
leased: 
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