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On Saturday 26/10 2013, government warplanes shelled Tal Abyad street which 
is a crowded market in Raqqa city located in the north of Syria.
Location on the map:

The report methodology relays on the investigations carried out by SNHR’s 
team with families and activists in Raqqa governorate. The report contains tow 
accounts of eyewitnesses in addition to news and pictures received by SNHR 
through cooperated activists inside the city.
A testimony of an eyewitness who was at the time of the bombardment, Abu 
Abdul Rahman Al Raqawi, you can contact the eyewitness via skype:
Amaad.88
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 The Policy of Shelling Markets… Killing for the Sake
of Killing
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“Today, warplanes shelled the area near a market (a vegetables market) inside 
Raqqa city near Tal Abyad circle which resulted in a huge destruction of houses that 
are neighboring the market. I want to tell you that houses are very simple- Arabic 
houses- I saw with my eyes the warplanes firing this crowded area. In our city, many 
martyrs fell and more than 12 individuals were injured including children, and I saw 
one child and flesh came out of his head and other child whose hand was cut. We 
aided them to the national hospital which suffered an acute equipment shortage” 
A testimony of an eyewitness who was at the time of the bombardment, Mo’taz Al 
Raqawi, you can contact the eyewitness via skype:
The.craft2 
“As usual, the markets in Raqqa were crowded with people. Warplanes were soar-
ing, then shelled missiles targeting three random houses. If they had shelled before 
awhile ten of victims would have been killed. The missiles targeted three civilian 
houses resulting a complete destruction, but what I could identify from the victims 
were seven martyrs and about 14 injured persons including one girl whose hand was 
cut and a child whose head was hit by a shrapnel. I saw an infant who was rescued 
from the rubble and he was hardly breathing”

SNHR chairman says: “ the repeated nature of the bombardment and murder and 
shelling markets and schools even churches and mosques cannot be but only a state 
policy. Subsequently, the principle of leadership responsibility must hold the perpe-
trators accountable”   

SNHR was able to document the death of seven martyrs including four children. We 
also documented 15 injured persons including children where the hand of a child 
was cut and other was hit on his head by a shrapnel.
The bombardment resulted in a complete destruction of three houses and a partial 
damage of two others.

The names of massacre victims:
1- Reyad Ahmad Abdul Razaq / Raqqa- Al Kornaish/
2- The child Mohammad Ali Al Mufadi/ Raqqa- Al Kornaish/ 8-year-old.
3- The child Aziz Al Obaid / Raqqa- Al Kornaish/ 14-year- old.
4- The girl Areej Al Obaid/ Raqqa- Al Kornaish/ 12-year-old.
5- Unidentified infant/ Raqqa- Al Kornaish/ 
6-7- two unidentified martyrs / Raqqa- Al Kornaish/ 

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBX29MZnUzak1Sd00/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fx-9GAAHNFw
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Attachments and appendixes:
First: pictures and videos of massacre victims:

Picture of a wounded child due to the bombardment:
Video showing the rescue of victims from the rubbles:

Second: pictures and videos showing the destruction due to warplanes’ shelling:

SNHR thanks the families’ victims, eyewitnesses and media personnel who contrib-
uted majorly in this report.

Conclusions:

1. SNHR affirms that the bombardment on the market of Raqqa city was indiscrim-
inate and was directed against unarmed civilians. Thus, government forces and Al 
Shabiha have violated the international human rights law which protects the right to 
life in addition to being committed in non-International armed conflict so it mounts 
to war crime as all elements were fulfilled.

2. SNHR deems what happened in the market of Raqqa city, the murder crime, a 
crime against humanity because it is not the first case but it has been systematically 
repeated in all Syrian governorates in a widespread manner.

3. The indiscriminate attacks by government forces are violation of customary in-
ternational humanitarian law where government forces launched several shells on 
populated areas and did not direct to specific military object.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKWCazAVXWM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKWCazAVXWM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4PBLuuH0DW_eDRaRTVWOWtveEU/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YfVc1rjVJ_g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0Jwmk8q2LI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6T1PkmDI3vQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4PBLuuH0DW_WjFPTFpNYnYyYkU/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fx-9GAAHNFw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4PBLuuH0DW_SU9CVjFDQklpZnM/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZM1NLTLk-c4&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4PBLuuH0DW_a2dOcW5ObG1LTzQ/edit
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Recommendations:

To the Syrian government:
1- To stop all Human Rights violations immediately.
2- To respect its international commitments that includes the protection of civilians 
in the time of war, and respect the rules of international humanitarian law and inter-
national human rights law.

To Human Rights Council:
1- To demand the Security Council and the concerned international institutions to 
shoulder their responsibilities in regard to what is happening to Syrian people like 
murder, arrest, rape, and displacement.

2- To press on the Syrian government to cease murder, torture and release all kid-
napped persons.
3- To hold Syrian government’s allies and supporters- Russia, Iran, and China- mor-
ally and materially responsible for what is happening to the children of Syria.

4- To give the disastrous situation of victims’ families in Syria greater attention and 
seriousness.

To the Security Council:
1- To adopt a resolution to refer all perpetrators and criminals to the International 
Criminal Court.

2- To warn the Syrian government about the ramifications of severe acts and sys-
tematic murder and send a clear massage regarding this case.

To the Arab League:
1- To ask the Human Rights Council and the United Nations to give the case of daily 
murder its due interest and follow-up.

2- To give the case the serious and great interest and follow-up, and try to give the 
victims’ families psychological, material and educational care.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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3- To press politically and diplomatically on the main Syrian regime allies- Russia, 
Iran and China-   to ban them from providing the international and political cover 
and protection of all committed crimes against the Syrian people and to hold them 
morally and materially responsible for all Syrian government violations.

To International Commission of Inquiry:
1-To cease depicting the conflict as it is between two equal parties in crimes, power 
and central decision-making, and to describe the crime as it is without mitigation 
for political objects. It also has to increase its cadres that is concerned with the Syr-
ian case due to the volume of the daily crimes which allow it for border and more 
comprehensive documentation.

http://www.sn4hr.org

