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The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR),founded in 
June 2011, is a non-governmental, independent group that 
is considered a primary source for the OHCHR on all death 
toll-related analyses in Syria.

The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) believes that the German Public Prosecutor should include the charge 

of enforced disappearance against the defendant A.R. in his ongoing court trial in Koblenz, due to the organic link 

between arbitrary arrest and enforced disappearance in all the Syrian regime’s detention centers, including al Khatib 

branch, and further notes that enforced disappearance has been followed by the Syrian regime in a systematic and 

widespread manner since the beginning of the popular uprising in 2011 up to the current date. In order to ensure 

that the charge of enforced disappearance is included, the Syrian Network for Human Rights has provided data on 

some of the individuals who were forcibly disappeared in the al Khatib branch during the period of the defendant 

A.R.’s tenure in the investigation department there. These materials and data were submitted to the Public Prosecu-

tor through our partner, the European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights, which has requested that the 

Director of the Syrian Network for Human Rights, Fadel Abdul Ghany, be summoned to speak in court about the data 

on the forcibly disappeared persons that have been documented.
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We further note that the Syrian Network for Human Rights had submitted similar data on the charge of torture, 

and has submitted a file containing data on 58 Syrian citizens who died due to torture in al Khatib branch during the 

period of the defendant A.R.’s tenure in the investigation department.

We believe strongly in the importance of working and intensifying efforts to include the charge of enforced dis-

appearance in this trial, because the charges brought against A.R. are charges against him personally as a part of 

a system and policy followed by the Syrian regime, and therefore they constitute a condemnation of the Syrian 

regime itself at the same time.

The Syrian Network for Human Rights had submitted many items of data, whether for use in lawsuits such as the 

one filed in France against the Syrian regime’s use of barrel bombs, in which the director of the Syrian Network for 

Human Rights testified to the judge responsible for presiding over the lawsuit, or in files that are being prepared for 

presentation to public prosecutors in a number of other European countries.

Finally, it must always be emphasized that while there is a limited ceiling on the level of individuals who may be 

subject to universal jurisdiction or the local jurisdiction of some countries in the world, this remains the only way 

currently available to Syrians to achieve some kind of criminal accountability; for this reason, we always confirm our 

willingness to share the data that we have documented to serve in the trials of such criminal cases, and hope that 

this data will eventually be used in the trials of the highest-ranking figures in the Syrian regime and other perpetra-

tors of violations in the event that a special court is established for Syria.
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