
Thuresday, February 25.2021

S210211

 The Ruling from Germany’s Koblenz Court Should
 Prompt the World’s Countries to Stop Torture in the

 Syrian Regime’s Detention Centers, Which Constitutes
Crimes Against Humanity

Statement

The Syrian regime’s security services routinely inflict torture against all detainees as standard 
policy, with hardly any detainee not having been subjected to some form of torture. The torture 
inflicted by the Syrian regime’s security services, which report directly to the president of the 
Syrian regime Bashar al Assad, who is also the commander-in-chief of the country’s army and 
armed forces, has amounted to crimes against humanity since September 15, 2011, according 
to the report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights1, as well as according to the report of 
the International Commission of Inquiry2 issued on November 23, 2011. Based on those reports, 
it was reasonably assumed that the UN Security Council would take action to end these crimes 
against humanity; instead, nothing happened. While the world was shocked by the photos of 
Caesar, there has been no serious move to stop the regime’s brutal crimes of torture, although 

1 United Nations, High Commissioner for Human Rights, Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on 
the situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/18/53 

2 United Nations, High Commissioner for Human Rights, Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab 
Republic, First Report https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SY/A.HRC.S-17.2.Add.1_en.pdf
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ending such atrocities would be one of the most important steps towards accountability, with 
the Security Council and the international community failing to take any action towards doing 
so to date. The number of Syrian citizens documented killed by the Syrian regime and its secu-
rity services due to torture has reached at least 14,315 individuals, including 74 women and 173 
children, according to the Syrian Network for Human Rights’ (SNHR) database.

On February 24, 2021, the court in Koblenz in Germany issued a ruling, subject to appeal, sen-
tencing a former regime official, named as Eyad Gh. to four-and-a-half years in prison for being 
an accomplice to and facilitating the commission of crimes of torture for nearly thirty detain-
ees. Eyad. Gh is a former Chief Warrant Officer at the al Khatib Branch, who defected from the 
Syrian regime in early 2012, arriving in Germany in April 2018, and being arrested in February 
2019. His trial began in April 2020, with several factors contributing to the commutation of the 
sentence issued against him; among the most prominent of these were his defection from the 
Syrian regime, his confession to committing violations, his cooperation with the prosecution, his 
provision of important information about the methods of torture and the brutal system in the 
regime’s security branches, and his status as a relatively low-ranking official in the hierarchy at 
the al Khatib Branch, known as ‘Branch 251’.

This trial confirmed with multiple articles of evidence that the system of torture inflicted as 
policy in the security services’ detention centers in Syria is the most horrific worldwide. On this 
occasion, we note that these torture operations are still continuing to date in the Syrian regime’s 
detention centers, with nothing leading us to believe that they have ended or been reduced or 
that the regime has been deterred in any way from practicing these crimes; we at SNHR are still 
documenting deaths due to torture and we have serious concerns about the fate of the approx-
imately 131,000 detainees who are still being held by the Syrian regime to date. We hope that 
the trial in Koblenz will constitute a real motivation for the international community to move 
urgently towards saving those detainees who are still alive from being subjected to barbaric tor-
ture methods and prevent more from being subjected to the same nightmarish experience, and 
that it will contribute to accelerating the political transition process by putting pressure on the 
Syrian regime and its allies to accept Syria’s transition towards a democratic state that respects 
human rights. 
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