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One of the preferred methods of the Syrian security and intelligence services has 
always been, and still is, that of attacking dissidents’ family members to pressurize 
opponents of the regime into changing their positions and abandoning their opposi-
tion, in addition to obtain information about activists in the popular uprising, their 
movements and places of residence.

The arrest of one such woman, along with her children, and the interrogation of the 
eldest, who is only six years old, is a violation of the most basic human values

On the morning of Thursday, November 29, 2012, regime personnel at a checkpoint 
run by the regime’s Shabbiha on the road between Sahl al Ghab and al Sahl al Sahili 
in Hama governorate, known as the Beit Yashout road, stopped Mrs. Fatima Nabio, 
while she was on her way from Latakia suburbs to the city to buy shopping for the 
winter. The regime personnel intimidated her children and interrogated the eldest 
son, who is only six years old, questioning him about his father, who’s been missing 
for four months, in addition to questioning the child about the movements of the 
Free Army in the area from which they came.
After her identity was verified, they arrested her on charges that a number of her 
family members had defected from the Syrian regime army. Although the family 
members in question are distant relatives, this was not enough for the Syrian gov-
ernment security forces who follow the methods of the Middle Ages.

Fatima Nabio born in 1983
Latakia - Kansaba area – al Hadada village
Married with four children, the eldest of whom is Hussein Nabio, aged six, and the 
youngest of whom is a baby not more than three months old. This is a further vio-
lation of the rights of the child, apart from the psychological damage that will be 
accompanied by the negative impact on the four children for a long time because of 
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the terrorism they witnessed during the arrest of their mother. The personnel at the 
checkpoint run by the Popular Committees’ “Shabbiha” left the four young children 
with a woman from the same village with no concern for their fate, with this woman 
subsequently taking them to their grandfather’s house.
A picture of two of Fatima Nabio’ children:
http://syrianhr.org/Upload/savefiles/30112012340.jpg

Based on the aforementioned facts, there is a genuine danger to Ms. Fatima’s life as 
a result of the torture she may be subjected to in regime custody. In spite of Syria’s 
ratification of the Convention against Torture, with the Syrian Constitution itself 
stating in article (28), paragraph (3) that “ no one may be subjected to physical or 
mental torture or degrading treatment”, torture is a standard regime practice, with 
various forms used even prior to interrogation, with the often extreme varieties of 
torture used commonly ending in detainees’ deaths.

Therefore, The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) calls on the Human 
Rights Council and all official and non-official organizations to use all means to 
pressure the Syrian regime to immediately release Fatima Nabio. We also call on 
UNICEF to play its role on behalf of her family in ensuring that she returns safely 
to her children who need her care, especially the baby who rejects any food other 
than his mother’s milk.
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