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Syrian Civil Society Demand 
Accountability for Ongoing 
Human Rights Violations

Press Release
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T he Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR), founded in 
J une 2011, is a non-governmental, independent group that 
is considered a primary source for the OHCHR on all death 
toll-related analyses in Syria.

[10 December 2017] To mark International Human Rights Day, Syrian civil society activists 
are demanding accountability for the systematic human rights violations carried out against 
the Syrian people. Syria’s war is characterized by flagrant disregard for human rights - the 
vast majority of casualties have been civilians. As the 8th round of Geneva peace talks con-
tinues, Syria’s human rights defenders demand that accountability be an integral part of 
any future political settlement to the conflict.
 
“Assad’s strategy throughout the conflict is to use brute force in order to force the popula-
tion into submission. He has brazenly flouted international law, reaching astounding levels 
of depravity to maintain power. The Syrian people will not and cannot accept a war criminal 
to remain in power. We will never give up on our rightful demands for democracy, justice 
and dignity”, says Mutasem al Syufi of The Day After.

http://tda-sy.org/en/
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“Syrians have been documenting human rights violations since the very start of the conflict. 
The evidence of Assad’s human rights violations is abundant. Knowing this, Syrians will not 
be able to accept a solution to the conflict that does not prioritise the need for accounta-
bility or, worse, that allows a war criminal to remain in power. Syrians cannot forget the half 
million killed, the razed cities, the torture and humiliation – and neither can the international 
community. So long as Assad is in power, violence, instability, terror, and the refugee crisis 
emanating from Syria will continue to flourish”, Fadel Abul Ghany of the Syrian Network for 
Human Rights said.
 
On International Human Rights Day, Syria’s human rights activists are calling for:

• Support for accountability initiatives to hold war criminals to account, including via the 
establishment of a Special Tribunal through the UN General Assembly;
 
• Commitment to a political solution that prioritises political transition and accountability, 
starting with concrete progress on the detainee file;

• Immediate lifting of all sieges, particularly the siege of Eastern Ghouta, to allow unhin-
dered access to critical humanitarian aid;

• An end to all indiscriminate attacks in de-escalation zones and across all Syria, and inter-
national monitors to be deployed to de-escalation zones to hold violators to account.

http://sn4hr.org/
http://sn4hr.org/
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