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The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR),founded in 
June 2011, is a non-governmental, independent group that 
is considered a primary source for the OHCHR on all death 
toll-related analyses in Syria.

A number of Syrians have published satirical videos on social media, in response to what has become known as the 

‘banana issue’, which began after a simple statement by a Turkish citizen on a TV program claiming that he was un-

able to buy and eat bananas, while Syrian refugees can.

In mid-October, an Orient Network TV show included a brief satirical sketch addressing the banana issue, featuring 

the channel’s journalist Abdul Majed Shamaa (Majed Shamaa). He was subsequently arrested at his home by Turkish 

police in connection with his appearance in this sketch on October 30; the next day, October 31, he was interrogated 

by the Public Prosecution office on charges that the sketch incites “hatred and insults the Turkish people,” but the 

Public Prosecutor ordered his release because he considered the comedy sketch to fall within the parameters of Ma-

jed’s journalistic work, as he works within a well-known media institution, and the sketch falls within the framework 

of freedom of expression. Despite this order, Majed was not released, but was handed over to the police station to be 

deported from Turkey to Syria, according to the defense lawyer’s statement, in which he confirmed that his client 

had been transferred to the deportation center.
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A Demand That Journalist Majed Shamaa Not Be Returned to 
Syria Because It Is an Unsafe Country 

Majed Shamaa Has Criticized Various Parties to the Conflict in Syria, 
Meaning He Faces a Severe Threat If He Returns

Statement

https://twitter.com/majed899/status/1451695677298388993
https://orient-news.net/ar/news_show/193735
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=573016780622674&ref=sharing
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Country 

On November 3, the Orient Media Group published a letter handwritten by Majed, in which he indicated that he was 

in Gaziantep, and that he had been forced to sign some papers that included a statement giving his approval for 

his deportation to Syria.

Majed, who participated in the popular uprising against the Syrian regime since its early days in his home city of 

Ma’aret Harma in the suburbs of Idlib, is married with two sons, one of whom attends school in Istanbul, where Ma-

jed and his family live due to his work with the Orient Media Network which is based there. Over the years, he has 

published dozens of satirical videos making fun of the Syrian regime, Syrian Democratic Forces/ the Democratic 

Union Party, factions of the Armed Opposition, and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham, and accordingly, his presence in Syrian 

territory poses a serious threat to his life; many posts have already spread across social media pages expressing a 

desire to take revenge on the journalist Majed Shamaa.

https://tr.euronews.com/2021/11/04/muz-yeme-videolar-n-mizah-katarak-haberlestiren-suriyeli-gazeteci-geri-gonderme-merkezi-nd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDn2POWmLyQ&ab_channel=MAJEDSHAMAA
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2620620071581224&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/mmfakir/posts/10160021046781672
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In addition to all the above points, journalist Majed is considered a Syrian refugee, even if he has not been formally 

granted refugee status, since he meets the criteria to be classified as a refugee under the definition given in the 

1951 Refugee Convention. The UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry confirmed in its latest report 

issued in September 2021 that Syria, as a whole, is an unsafe country for the return of refugees, and that the princi-

ple of “non-refoulement” is a customary law binding on all countries, including countries that have not ratified the 

1951 Convention.

We at the Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) call on the Turkish authorities not to return any Syrian refugees, 

more especially media, political and human rights activists, because they will be targets of revenge for the perpetra-

tors of violations in order to deter and intimidate anyone who dares to criticize them and expose their violations.

A screenshot of a Tweet from the personal Twitter account of a man 

named Jihad Barakat, who identifies himself as the leader of the Syrian re-

gime forces’ Ba’ath Commandos, in which he threatens the life of journalist 

Majed Shamaa if he returns. Posted on November 4, 2021

We have catalogued the publication of numerous social media posts by 

Syrian regime loyalists gloating over Majed Shamaa’s possible deportation 

to Syria in revenge for his opposition to the regime.
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https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/48/70
https://twitter.com/1973syr1/status/1456279236642234373
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=4426364944148899&id=100003263127085
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zPBf__zmfITEI2oCoNpXht4ldZ2sPNr-/view

