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I: Introduction:
On Monday 1 August 2016, Russian authorities announced 
that an mi-8 helicopter was shot down by armed opposi-
tion factions in Saraqeb city that is affiliated to Idlib city. 
According to Russian media sites, Russian forces gave 
orders for the pilots who were stationed in Hmaymeim 
military base to carry out intensified attacks on the loca-
tion where the helicopter was shot down.

The incidents in this report in addition to our daily moni-
toring of the intensive and widespread bombardment on 
the city showed that Russian forces primarily, and second-
ly government forces, have decided to brutally retaliate 
against all the residents of the area where the helicopter 
was shot down. The Worst of it all is that all the attacks 
included in this report have targeted civil sites, facilities, 
and neighborhoods which has been a norm for the Syrian 
regime since 2011.

This indiscriminate violent bombardment reminds us of 
the victims and destruction that we have recorded in La-
takia suburbs when the su-24 fighter warplanes was shot 
down on 24 November 2015 on Jabal Al Turkman area 
by Turkish forces which was followed by a shameful and 
coward response Russian forces that killed civilians and 
destroyed the area continuously.
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The population of Saraqeb is about 40,000 and it 
is under joint control of many armed opposition 
factions, in addition to modest presence of Fateh 
Al Sham organization. Several residents sent us 
text messages they received on their phones that 
contained proposition for negotiation in light of 
the bombardment. Some of the text messages con-
tained threats in case the dead bodies of the pilots 
aren’t returned.
Picture of a text massage received by Dr. Abdul 
Aziz Bareish on Friday 5 August. Dr. Abdul Aziz 
provided us with it:

Pictures of a text massage 
received by one resident of 
Saraqeb city on HIS cell-
phone- the picture source is 
Mr. fo›ad Basbos, the man-
ager of Al Kol radio in Idlib.

 

Through daily observation and documentation, SNHR noticed these incidents and 
attacks. Also, SNHR contacted many eyewitnesses, survivors, and victims› rela-
tives where we included seven accounts in this report. Additionally, we verified pic-
tures and videos we received. We have explained the purpose of these interviews for 
the eyewitnesses and they gave us permission to use the information they provided 
in this report. We have copies of all the videos and pictures included in this report.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0TDlvWWFBYmxOcEE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0WEFpTVhGTk9vams/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0aGc3bEk1emstRFE/view?usp=sharing
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II. Executive summary 
This report covers the period from 1 August 2016 to 8 August 2016 in which Sa-
raqeb city witnessed no less than 113 government and Russian airstrikes using mis-
siles, cluster munitions and barrel bombs loaded with toxic gases. We shed light on 
the most notable documented attacks.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0T1JfWVkxVFBpbnM/view?usp=sharing
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The most notable government and Russian attacks on Saraqeb city, from 1 
august 2016 to 8 August 2016:
1. Russian Forces:
- Civil vital facilities: we recorded targeting one school and one market.
- Unlawful attacks (the use of cluster munitions): we recorded three attacks using 
cluster munitions.

2. Government Forces:
- Extrajudicial killing: we recorded the death of five civilians including three chil-
dren.
- Civilian vital facilities: we recorded targeting one market.
- Unlawful attacks (the use of chemical weapons): we recorded one attack using 
chemical weapons.

3. The Displacement: we recorded no less than 1800 families who displaced from 
Saraqeb city.

III. Details:
1. Alleged Russian Attacks:
A. Targeting civilian vital facilities:
According to our records, alleged Russian forces targeted one school and one popu-
lar market in the period of this report:
- Al Sakhra school and institution affiliated to « National Coalition of Syrian Revo-
lution and Opposition Forces›› in the east of Saraqeb city was targeted three times:

First incident: Friday 5 August 2016 approximately 16: 15, alleged Russian war-
planes fired missiles near Al Sakhra private School. As a result, the school building 
was partially destroyed and the neighboring shops were greatly destroyed.

Second incident: Saturday 6 August 2016 approximately 1:45 am, alleged Russian 
warplanes fired two missiles on the vicinity of Al Sakhra school. As a result, three 
individuals were wounded and the shops were mildly damaged.

Third incident: Sunday 7 August 2016 approximately 11:00 am, alleged Russian 
warplanes carried out four airstrikes near Al Sakhra School including two RBK-500 
missiles loaded with AO-2.5RTM   / AO-2.5RT munitions. As a result, the school 
was partially damaged and the neighboring shops were greatly destroyed.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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SNHR contacted with Mr. Husain Abdullah, a civil defense element via his Face-
book account, who went to the place of incident and told us his testimony:

«I heard the explosion of cluster remnants about 600 meters away from the bom-
bardment place, I took shelter in a refuge until the bombardment stop. Then I went 
to the place of Al Sakhra school. I informed from the observatory that the Russian 
warplanes attacked the place. I saw the incubator which loaded with cluster muni-
tions which was about less than two meter away from the school building. All shops 
and houses in the vicinity of the school were heavily damaged on an area of 200 
meters. The same area was targeted on last Friday although it is a civilian area and 
there is no presence of any military brigade in it»

Pictures of cluster munitions incubator was found in the eastern neighborhood after 
alleged Russian warplanes bombardment on 7 August 2016.

Picture of unexploded cluster munitions 
was found in the eastern neighborhood 
after alleged Russian warplanes bom-
bardment on 7 August 2016.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0WlRTZFUyVEpZWlU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0N0NTQmp2WVQ3Z2s
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0QUZfU2xYdk1zWkk/view
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Pictures of the destruction aftermaths 
on the building of Sakhra school and 
institution after alleged Russian attacks

Picture of the destruction aftermaths of 
shops near Al Sakhra school after al-
leged Russian attacks.

- Al Qebli market in the center of Saraqeb city, Saturday 6 August 2016:
Alleged Russian warplanes fired one missile on the north of Saraqeb popular market 
round. As a result, two individuals were wounded, no less than 13 shops were heav-
ily damaged and two shops were burned. Additionally, the medical analysis labora-
tory was destroyed and rendered out of commission.

Mohammad Haj Qasem, a member in Saraqeb aid system, SNHR contacted with 
him via WhatsApp and he told us his narration after visiting the bombardment place

«When I arrived to the entrance of Al Qebli market, I saw three shops, 
belonging to one of my relatives, was burning. I observed more than 15 
shops were completely destroyed a medical analysis laboratory where a 
car exploded after one missile fired on it. There was no huge number of 
injured, thanks god, as the residents of my town had displaced after tens 
of Russian constants airstrikes on the city since the Russian plane was 
shot down»

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0QndjcEZFMjJyQVk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0VlZMYTA4MkhrNUU
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0bzgzRk51TzY3WHM/view
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0TzF5eFhiMVRhRFk
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Pictures of the destruction aftermaths 
of Al Qebli market after it was targeted 
by alleged Russian warplanes, 6 Au-
gust 2016.

B: Attacks using cluster munitions:
We recorded three attacks using cluster munitions by alleged Russian warplanes:
- Friday 5 August 2016, alleged Russian warplanes fired RBK-500 missiles loaded 
with AO-2.5RTM   / AO-2.5RT munitions on the northern neighborhood of the city 
resulting in material damages to two houses.

Video footage showing cluster munitions remnants in the northern neighborhood 
after alleged Russian warplanes shelling, 5 August 2016.

Picture of cluster munitions remnants 
was found in the northern neighbor-
hood after alleged Russian warplanes 
shelling, 5 August 2016.

- Saturday 6 August 2016, alleged Russian warplanes fired RBK-500 missile loaded 
with AO-2.5RTM   / AO-2.5RT munitions on the eastern neighborhood of the city. 
As a result, two civilians were wounded including one media activist.

Abu Al Baraa Al Idlibi, a media activist, was slightly wounded due to the bombard-
ment with cluster munitions, we contacted with him via WhatsApp and he told us 
his testimony:

«I was at the eastern neighborhood about five o›clock when I heard the 
sound of missile explosion in the sky. Then, I heard successive explosions 
around me, as the small munitions exploded and fell on a residential 
building of two floors, the glass and wood remnants fell on me. I hadn’t 
expected to stay alive by it was just traumas in my body, thanks god. The 

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://youtu.be/5BC7W4Jy7do
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0b2JRVHphTHBLZzA
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0eHVBc2VremhuQ00/view
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explosions was as erupted volcano so I couldn’t count them, I felt scared 
for the families who headed to one refuge to hide. I saw one family of 10 
individuals including children, thanks god it resulted in only one injury.»

Picture of cluster munitions remnants were 
found in the eastern neighborhood after al-
leged Russian warplanes bombing, 5 August 
2016.

- Sunday 7 August 2016 approximately 11:00 am, alleged Russian warplanes fired 
two RBK-500 missiles loaded with AO-2.5RTM   / AO-2.5RT munitions near Al 
Sakhra private school. As a result, the school was damaged and the neighboring 
shops were greatly destroyed.

1. Government Forces Attacks:
A: Extrajudicial killing 
We recorded the death of five civilians including three children in the covered pe-
riod of the report.
- Tuesday 2 August 2016, government warplanes carried out two airstrikes using 
missiles and heavy machine guns on Saraqeb city. As a result, the child Izo Abdul-
lah Al Ahmad died.

- Wednesday 3 August 2016, government warplanes carried out two airstrikes us-
ing missiles on residential area in the northern neighborhood in Saraqeb city. As a 
result, two individuals were killed including one child and more than five others 
were wounded including women, in addition to destruction of residential buildings.

B: Targeting civilian vital facilities:
We recorded targeting the popular market in Saraqeb city on 4 August 2016 when 
government warplanes fired a number of missiles on the southern part of popular 
market (Al Qebli) of Saraqeb city. As a result, three individuals were wounded and 
the shops were damaged.

Video footage showing aiding the injured due to government warplanes fired mis-
siles on Saraqeb market.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://youtu.be/DY4RoZNbgcM
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0WTlzOHd6TGxMRzg/view?usp=sharing
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C: Attacks with chemical weapons: 
We recorded one use of toxic gases by government forces within the covered period 
of this report.
- Monday 1 August  2016 approximately 23:00, government helicopters dropped 
two barrel bombs contain cylinders of toxic gas on the residential neighborhood in 
the center of Saraqeb city, one barrel fell about 2-3 km away from the other. As a 
result, no less than individuals suffered from breathing difficulties symptoms and 
almost complete damage of one shop in addition to partially destroyed of a number 
of residential buildings

Mohammad Haj Qasem, a member in Saraqeb aid system and the owner of one 
damaged houses. SNHR contacted with him via WhatsApp and told us his narra-
tion:

«I wasn’t at my home at the moment of the bombing but my family were 
wounded as the barrel fell on my father shop which is close to my home. 
The house windows and doors were destroyed and my family was aided 
to the hospital.
On next day, I extracted a cylinder from a hole resulted from the explo-
sion, it seemed that it was loaded with gas as its smell was like chlorine 
which we used in cleaning.
I washed it immediately then its color turned into yellow and a waft 
spread. After three days of bombing, I could smell chlorine smell as the 
wind blew on the trees neighboring our house. It seemed that the tree 
absorbed some gas»
«When I went to the hospital, I found that nine of my family were wounded 
including one child- my nephew- they suffered from shortage of breath, 
cough and shiver. When I arrived to the hospital, first aid was held and 
they still treat»

http://www.sn4hr.org
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SNHR contacted with Mrs. B.Q via WhatsApp, and she told us that:

«We were in the basement when the Free Army observatory announced 
that helicopter had bombed, the sound of the explosion was not loud then 
we thought that the barrel fell away. After seconds I started to feel burn-
ing on my eyes on and lost the ability to see, the dust spreaded around 
me, I suffered from cough and shortage of breath. We difficulty tried to 
get out of the basement because of the difficulty of seeing. When we ar-
rived to the street we were relieved by the neighbor to the medical point.
There, they gave us a spray and oxygen, serum and anti-allergic needles 
they washed us with water and advised us to change our clothes and all 
our belongings that were exposed to gas»
On the second day, my sister suffered from difficulty of speech. Her voice 
was affected and became unclear, we are on the third day of the incident 
and her voice became unusual until now. We were eight individuals and 
one 12-year-old child at home ».

Qamjoun, a civil defense personnel, who aided the injured. We contacted him via 
WhatsApp and he told us his narration:

«I arrived to the area where one of two barrels fell and I found a family 
suffered from suffocation symptoms, shortage of breath, flow tears. The 
symptoms were strongly affected children. We made first aid and diffi-
culty evacuated the rest of civilians from the area due to warplanes air-
strikes which targeted the area using missiles and heavy machine guns, 
the injured reached 30 persons including children and women.
We collected the remnants and the shrapnel of the barrel as it contained 
cylinders and iron balls but it didn’t look like the cylinders that loaded 
with chlorine gas. The cylinders didn’t include colorful powder as the 
previous times and we notice that the strong smell but we couldn’t find 
any color change resulted from the substance »
 

Video footage showing the suffocation cases due to government helicopters dropped 
cylinders contains toxic gases on Saraqeb city, 1 August 2016.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://youtu.be/um6uvwqT0kU
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Picture of suffocated child due to gov-
ernment helicopters dropped cylinders 
contains toxic gases on Saraqeb city, 1 
August 2016.

Picture of suffocated infant due to 
government helicopters dropped 
cylinders contains toxic gases on 
Saraqeb city, 1 August 2016

Pictures of cylinders were found in barrel bombs that dropped by government heli-
copters on Saraqeb city

1. The Displacement 

The increasing of military attacks in Saraqeb city resulted in displacement of no less 
than 1800 families to the agriculture lands around the city.

SNHR contacted with Mrs. S.M via social networking website, Facebook a resident 
of the northeast neighborhood of Saraqeb city and she told us:

«We displaced two times, the first one after the city was bombed by toxic gases on 
Tuesday as my neighbor aborted due to fear and I feared for my fetus. I displaced 
with my husband to the agriculture lands around the city and I returned after three 

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0X1lGQ2puLVVfYUk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0LTNQRlVJRXNMdW8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0b1QwVW1ERHROY0k
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0VXZzdjBPMjZBdlk
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days.
Friday witnessed extensive airstrikes on the city, I couldn’t hear the sound of plane 
or the sound of missile. I felt the missile crash on the ground. I heard through the 
door grip that five Russian warplanes bombed Saraqeb. We went down to the base-
ment. We are so scared with every explosion, I could count 13 airstrikes which were 
enough to break me down. I could hear the explosion of cluster weapon.
We left home when the warplanes left the sky. My home was greatly damaged, we 
lost the doors and the windows and the furniture was damaged. On the road, I saw 
destroyed houses and a panic within people. All of them displaced to rooms in the 
agriculture lands. Now, each room contains more than 20 individuals».

IV. Conclusions and Recommendations:
The legal conclusions:
1. Government and Russian forces has violated, without any doubts, the Security 
Council resolution No. 2139 and Security Council Resolution No. 2455and the ces-
sation of hostilities agreement 27 February 2016, in the worst possible manner and 
violated article 7 of the Rome Statute through murder committed in a widespread 
and systematic manner that constitutes crimes against humanity.

2. We affirm that the bombardment contained in the report had targeted unarmed 
civilians and, consequently, government and Russian forces violated the provisions 
of International Human Rights Law which protects the right to live. In addition to 
commit it within a non-international armed conflict which is amount to a war crime, 
and where all elements were fulfilled.

3. The attacks contained in the report, by the Syrian and Russian forces, are con-
sidered as a violation of International Humanitarian Customary Law as the missiles 
had been fired on populated areas and were not directed to a specific military objec-
tive.

4. The bombardment operations have caused casualties and injuries and damaged 
several civilian facilities. There are very strong indications to believe that the dam-
age was very excessive if compared to the desired benefits of the military.

5. The magnitude of the bombardment which is systematic and repetitive, the level 
of excessive used force, and the coordination of the attacks could not be but with a 

http://www.sn4hr.org
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mere high guidance and it is a policy of the ruling regime.

6. The Syrian regime in all its forms and its leaders is involved in committing crimes 
against humanity and war crimes against the Syrian people, in addition to all who 
provide material and political assistance, such as Russian, Iranian forces and Leba-
nese Hezbollah and the suppliers of military weapons› companies are considered a 
partner in those crimes, and shall be liable to criminal prosecution

Recommendations:
To the Security Council:
• The Security Council must take additional measures for the implementation of its 
resolutions no. 2139 and 2254, as there are no commitments to cease the indiscrimi-
nate bombardment that caused daily murder and destruction. 

• To press on the countries supporting the Syrian regime to stop the supply of weap-
ons after proved that it is involved in crimes against humanity and war crimes.

• The Security Council must stop using the veto in case of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity as happened in Syria.

• To refer the Syrian file to the International Criminal Court and punish all those 
involved.

• To restore peace and security and the application of the principle of the responsi-
bility to protect civilians, to save the lives of the Syrians, the heritage, and the arts 
from destruction, looting, and sabotage. 

• To expand the sanctions to include all Syrian regime and Iranian regime that are 
involved directly in the committing of war crimes and crimes against humanity 
against the Syrian people.

To the two parties of the Agreement on Cessation of Hostilities and to the Sup-
port of Syria Group (SSG):
The Russian regime must completely withdraw from Syria and must not side with 
the conflict party that is represented by Syrian regime then claims that it is wishful 
to cease hostilities.   

http://www.sn4hr.org
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The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights:
High commissioner have to provide a report to the Human Rights Council and other 
bodies of the United Nations for the great incidents included in this report.

To the International Community:
• Under the Security Council full rift, actions at the national and regional level for 
alliances to support the Syrian people must take place. And this is reflected in pro-
tecting them from the daily murder operations, terminating the siege, and increasing 
doses of support provided at the aid. There must be seeking to exercise universal 
jurisdiction over such crimes by the national courts, in fair trials of all the persons 
involved.

• SNHR repeatedly called, in dozens of studies and reports, as member of the in-
ternational coalition, the implementation of the principle of the responsibility of 
protection (ICRtoP); after the exhaustion of the political steps through the Conven-
tion on the Arab League; and then the plan of Mr. Kofi Annan; therefore, resorting 
to Chapter VII and the application of the principle of the responsibility of protec-
tion (R2P ) that was approved  by the General Assembly of the United Nations is a 
must as the Security Council hinders the protection of civilians in Syria.

•To renew the pressure on the Security Council to refer the file of Syria to the Inter-
national Criminal Court.

•To quest for justice and accountability in Syria through the General Assembly of 
the United Nations and the Council of Human Rights and the use of the principle of 
universal jurisdiction.
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