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I. Introduction: 
Khsham and Al Tabyi Jazeera towns and are located in the east-
ern suburbs of Deir Al Zour on the right bank of the Euphrates 
river and are under ISIL’s control. 
The location of Al Tabyi town: 

The location of Khsham town: 
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In this report, we document a massacre that was perpetrated by alleged Russian forces on 
Al Tabyi Jazeera town on 22 January 2016 and on Khsham town on 23 January 2016. 
Even though the Russian forces targets regions under the control of armed opposition 
groups more than ISIL-controlled lands, they targeted several civilian regions in ISIL con-
trolled regions. 

SNHR communicated with several activists and residents and conducted several inter-
views, where two interviews are depicted in this report. We explained the goal of the inter-
views to the witnesses and were granted their consent to use the information they provide 
in this report. We verified the photos and videos we had received, and we kept copies of all 
the video clips and images used in this report.

Through careful examination of the photo and video evidence, we concluded that the air-
strikes have targeted a purely civilian marketplace void of any military or weapons depots 
neither during nor before the attack. 

The information contained in this report represents the minimum of massacres and viola-
tions committed by the alleged Russian shelling. Also, it does not include the social, eco-
nomic, and psychological impact of these violations.

The Russian forces denied all these accusations and stated via its media outlets that they 
targeted ISIL military headquarters. Also, it is worth noting that the Russian forces accused 
SNHR of presenting misleading and false information. 

II. Incidents’ Details: 
A. The Massacre in Tabyi Jazeera Town on 22 January 2016: 
Alleged Russian warplanes launched four rockets on a residential 
neighborhood in the middle of Tabyi Jazeera town that is under 
ISIL’s control which killed 38 individuals including 16 children 
and 7 women. The shelling destroyed not less than 10 houses. 

Ahmad, a university student from Tabyi Jazeera town gave SNHR 
his testimony: 

Victims’ Names:
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“At almost 11:00 a.m.  I saw a Russian warplane flying in the town’s sky. Its 
color was bright silver and it fled on a high altitude. After that four consecu-
tive explosions shook my house and broke one of the windows. I went to the 
roof and saw great smoke columns rising from the middle of the town. It was 
6 Km away. I went to the shelling location and the size of the destruction was 
immense. More than 13 houses were flattened to the ground and dozens of dead 
people were under the rubble. We kept on pulling victims’ bodies from under 
the rubble until the evening. Most of the victims were children and women. 
The targeted region is free from any ISIL presence and there are no military 
headquarters next to the shelled neighborhood. We and our houses and towns 
are a target for the Russian warplanes. They want to kill us and destroy our 
life.” 

B. The Massacre of Khsham Town on 23 January 2016: 
Alleged Russian warplanes launched 4 rockets that targeted a civil-
ian gathering in the main street of Khsham town which killed 61 
individuals including 11 children and two women. The shelling in-
jured not less than 42 others; several shops were destroyed as well. 

 SNHR interviewed media activist Rami Al Hakeem who visited 
the shelling location: 

“I heard the sound of violent explosions from Khsham town. I was 7 Km away 
from it and I was able to spot the Russian warplane that was flying on a high 
altitude compared with the warplanes that we were used to see. 
I went to the shelling location and saw the great destruction. Entire shops were 
destroyed including a fuel-oil shop. I saw a burned car and damaged houses. 
On the main street, the shelling left a huge and deep hole that is more than 2 
meters deep. 
The massacre’s scene started to become clearer when we started to pull vic-
tims’ bodies from under the rubble. More than 100 individuals were either 
dead or injured and not less than 15 cars started to transport injured people 
to hospitals. 
All of the victims were civilians, mostly women and children. ISIL has no head-
quarters and the nearest ISIL gathering is 5 Km away from us. We, as oppo-
nents of the Syrian regime, are one of the greatest Russian targets.” 

Victims’ Names:
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III- Legal Conclusions and Recommendations:
- Conclusions: 
1. Russian forces violated UN Security Council resolution 2139 through its indiscriminate 
and deliberate shelling.  
2. Russian forces should abide by the International Humanitarian Law, and therefore re-
sponsible for these violations since the beginning of the attacks, which were mentioned 
through this report. Russia must bear the consequences of all these violations, and avoid 
its recurrence.
3. Indiscriminate bombardment is considered a clear violation of the International Hu-
manitarian Law, and these indiscriminate killings amount to war crimes and crimes against 
humanity. 
4. It is necessary to protect civilians from the brutality of the Syrian regime and extremist 
militias allied with them. A no-fly zone must be established in parallel with the protecting 
civilians in Syria from the brutality of ISIL.

- Recommendations: 
To the UN Security Council:
• The UN Security Council must take further action as a year has passed since the adoption 
of resolution No. 2139 without the Assad regime showing the least commitment to halting 
indiscriminate shelling, which has caused destruction and daily killings.
• It must put pressure on the Assad regime and its allies to stop supplying it with arms and 
military experts after its proven involvement in crimes against humanity and war crimes. It 
also must pass a resolution to condemn the sides that supply it with weapons.
• The Syrian file must be referred to the International Criminal Court and all those involved 
in war crimes and violations must be held accountable.
• The UN Security Council must establish peace and security and protect Syrian civilians 
and their heritage from looting, destruction and vandalism.
• It must expand the sanctions to include all pillars of the Assad and the Iranian regimes as 
they are directly involved war crimes and crimes against humanity.

To the High Commissioner for Human Rights:
We call upon the High Commissioner for Human Rights to submit a report to the Human 
Rights Council Rights and other United Nations bodies about this massacre in particular 
and the massacres that followed.
The High Commissioner for Human Rights must demand the implementation of the rec-
ommendations contained in this report.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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To the International Community:
• Given the divisions at the UN Security Council, measures must be made at the national 
and regional level to build coalitions to aid the Syrian people through protecting it from the 
daily killings, lifting the siege, and stepping up the relief aid.
• SNHR demands that the United Nations and the Security Council to implement the prin-
ciple of “protecting civilians” (ICRtoP) / (R2P), adopted by the General Assembly in 2005. 
Syrian people should be protected from all perpetrators. 
• Pressure must be put on the UN Security Council to refer the Syria file to the International 
Criminal Court.
• It must seek to achieve justice and accountability in Syria through the UN General As-
sembly and the Human Rights Council and the use of the principle of universal jurisdiction.
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