INVITATION
One Hundred Thousand, and Counting: Seeking
Justice for Syria’s Disappeared
An Event on the Sidelines of the 76th United Nations
General Assembly
Ten years after the Assad regime first brutally repressed peaceful protests calling for
reform, the Assad regime continues to arbitrarily arrest and forcibly disappear civilians
to terrorize the Syrian population and crush dissent. Although armed groups and
terrorist organizations like ISIS have also used detention and forced disappearance to
intimidate and coerce communities under their control, the Syrian regime is responsible
for the vast majority of cases, with at least 149,000 individuals still detained or missing
according to the Syrian Network for Human Rights’ database.
Despite the Syrian regime’s ongoing campaign of arbitrary detention and torture,
obstruction of the political process, and blocking of humanitarian aid, some states
have taken steps to legitimize the Assad regime despite no progress being made toward
achieving a political resolution to the conflict or in resolving key issues such as securing
the release of arbitrarily detained Syrians and the provision of information on the status
of the missing.
The repercussions of forced disappearance are not limited to the victims themselves,
but also extend to their families, who suffer from having lost their loved ones, not
knowing their fates, and having no legal recourse. In response, victims and their families
have organized to demand answers and accountability, launching the Truth and Justice
Charter in February 2021, which seeks to present a victim-centered, comprehensive
vision and set of demands for detainees and their families.
The international community must remain united in demanding progress on the
detainee issue which is an essential component of efforts to secure a political resolution
and lasting peace in Syria.

The online event will focus on the following questions:
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(2.00pm – 3.30pm GMT time, 5.00pm – 6.30pm Syria time)

•

How is progress on the issue of detainees and missing persons linked to the
prospect for peace in Syria and the political process under UN Security Council
Resolution 2254?

•

How can the international community increase pressure on the Syrian regime and
its allies to reveal the fate of forcibly disappeared persons and release detainees?

•

What role can states and the UN play in support of former detainees and the
families of missing and detained persons?

•

In the absence of concessions by the Assad regime to release detainees, allow

To participate directly on Zoom, please sign up
using this link.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the event.
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INGO access to detention centers, and provide information on the status of
forcibly disappeared individuals, what steps can the international community
take to achieve progress and generate momentum on these issues?
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