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First: Executive Summary: 
Since 23 December 2012, when government forces tar-
geted Al-Bayyada neighborhood in Homs, gases suspect-
ed to be chemical have been used 28 times by government 
forces. The most recent chemical attack was on Monday 
21 July 2013, when Al-Yarmouk Camp neighborhood in 
the south of Damascus was targeted. These attacks killed 
a total of 83 individuals, and injured 1271 others.

Please review the previous reports and studies published 
by SNHR which document the details of the previous 
incidents.

After the attacks on both Eastern and Western Ghouta 
and in result of the US, European and Arab military ef-
forts that aimed to protect civilians in Syria similar to 
what was done in Libya, without having to resort to an 
obstructed Security Council, the Syrian government 
signed – on 14 September 2013, the CWC treaty. On 27 
September 2013, the resolution 2118 was adopted and 
included a clause that stated the intervention of the Secu-
rity Council under Chapter VII in the event of breaching 
the agreement by the Syrian government.

Syrians became optimistic after Security Council resolu-
tion 2118 was adopted as their children will not die suffo-
cating while they are watching them in panic especially 
since it has been issued under Chapter VII.
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In fact, government forces stopped using poison gas. However, the killing contin-
ued through torture, Scud missiles, barrel bombs, cluster munitions, artillery, mor-
tar, and other conventional weapons which have killed 99% of the Syrians, while 
only 1% were killed in chemical attacks.

After the international attitude toward government forces have calmed down, and 
under the Russian - Chinese protection of the government forces -at the beginning 
of 2014- reused poison gases. SNHR recorded in multiple reports: “There is no Red 
Line” and “Beyond the Red Line” and many other reports. (Can be found in the 
appendix of this report).

It has been documented that government forces have violated Security Council res-
olution 2118, adopted on 27 September 2013, 78 times at the time of this writing, 
including six violations that occurred after the UN Security Council resolution 2209 
was adopted on 6 March 2015. These violations occurred in in 32 different locations 
in Syria. These attacks have killed 59 individuals by suffocation who were all doc-
umented by name, place, date, and picture as follows:
• 29 armed.
• 30 civilians, including 11 children and six women.
Additionally, about 1370 others were injured
Fadel Abdul Ghani chairman of SNHR: “the Syrian Regime offended the whole 
international community and especially the western countries, in particular the US 
as it was the main sponsor of resolution 2209 by using chlorine gas only four days 
after the resolution was adopted. The fates and the lives of millions of Syrians must 
not depend on the Iranian nuclear deal”

Second: Six violations of Security Council resolution 2209:
Out of the 78 poison gas attacks, SNHR documented six attacks that were carried 
out after the UN Security Council Resolution 2209 was adopted on 6 March 2015; 
the attacks concentrated on Idlib, Aleppo, and Der Ezzor, and killed seven civilians, 
including three children and two women. Also, the number of injured by these at-
tacks exceeded 140.

A: Aleppo Governorate:
First incident: the bombing of Shaqif area on Tuesday, 10 March 2015:
At nearly 1:00 PM government forces helicopters dropped a barrel bomb filled with 
chlorine gas on “Eligance” Street in Shaqif area north of Aleppo city.
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The attack caused the injury of 13 people that suffered from symptoms such as 
suffocation and breathing difficulties; among them were seven people who were 
slightly injured. The residents told us that they had transferred five people to Al-
Bayan hospital in Hraitan city.

Second incident: the bombing of Qabr Englizy Sunday 15 March 2015:
Government forces helicopters dropped a barrel bomb filled with chlorine gas on 
Qabr Englizy, located near Hraitan city North Aleppo governorate; this caused six 
injuries: four women and two children who suffered from symptoms such as suffo-
cation, runny nose and breathing difficulties.

SNHR communicated with Mr. Majed, a paramedic working in Anadan charity hos-
pital, the hospital where the infected has been taken:
“At nearly 12:00 AM government forces helicopters dropped a barrel bomb loaded 
with chlorine gas, in the area between Hraitan city, and the area of Kafr Hamra, 
called Qabr Englizy, the barrel fell in a residential area. Civil defense teams in 
Anadan headed to the region and rushed the injured to Anadan charity hospital. 
Symptoms of injuries included loss of consciousness, vomiting, cases of suffoca-
tion, breathing difficulties, and runny nose.

Civil defense team took samples from the area of the explosion. Samples were 
stones and pieces of glass that were contaminated by chlorine.”  
Third incident: The bombing of Handarat town Monday 16 March 2015
Government forces helicopters dropped a barrel bomb loaded with chlorine on Han-
darat town front which is under the control of the armed opposition. Armed op-
position fighters used masks immediately which prevented the occurrence of any 
injuries according to one of the fighters.

B. Der Ezzor governorate
The bombing of Al-Jbiela neighborhood Thursday 12 March 2015
Government forces bombed a tunnel used by ISIS fighters in Nazlat Ar-Rdiesat area 
using IEDs. The bombing was followed by targeting the area with a number of gas-
filled grenades which resulted in four ISIS fighters being injured.
SNHR contacted Mohammad, a 24-year-old resident who joined ISIS after it took 
over the city. Mohammad had a suffocation when the tunnel was bombed:
“At nearly 12:00 AM I was along with three other fighters digging a tunnel that 
would lead to a point for the regime army in Nazlat Ar-Rdiesat. A few minutes later 
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we heard a strong explosion coming from the other end of the tunnel. The explosion 
caused the tunnel to collapse gradually. The smoke was everywhere and we suffo-
cated. We tried to get out of the tunnel as fast as we can.”

“Government forces threw grenades on the place where we were hiding. We smelled 
a peculiar smell and I started sweating and feeling dizzy. A few moments later an 
ambulance arrived and we were taken to a hospital where we received the appropri-
ate treatment.”

Dr. AbdulHareth, 35-year-old, member of the medical staff at Farmex Hospital told 
SNHR of what he saw at the hospital:
“About 2:30 PM, four fighters with suffocations arrived at the hospital. The fighters 
inhaled poison gases as government forces used grenades filled with poison gases 
in Der Ezzor city – Al-Jbiela neighborhood”
“The injuries were moderate. We weren’t able to identify the used gas but judging 
by the exhibited symptoms, I think it was chlorine. We haven’t been able to identify 
the used gases exactly.”

C. Idlib governorate
First incident: Qmienas town Monday 16 March 2015
Government forces helicopters dropped two barrel bombs on Qmienas town which 
is located in the west of Sarmin city. One of the barrel bombs fell on a house. The 
symptoms caused by the attack included breathing difficulties, vomiting, and loss 
of consciousness. We documented about 35 injuries by contacting the local medical 
teams in the area.

SNHR contacted Maysra an armed opposition fighter who was present in Qmienas 
town:
“I was at the intersection of Nayrab-Sarmin road inside Qmienas village. It was around 
8:30 when I heard the sound of helicopters soaring in the sky. The first barrel bomb 
fell behind us on a civil home while the other fell in front of us. The bombs caused a 
small explosion sound that were different from the explosion caused usually.”

“After the bombing a stinging smell spread around. I tried to wash my face using 
a wet piece of cloth to avoid being injured. However, I suffered from dizziness, 
breathing difficulties, and a burn in my eye.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
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“Injuries started coming to the hospital in big numbers. We aided about 50 people 
who suffered from symptoms such as neurological numbness, breathing difficulties, 
and dizziness.”

“The strong wind carried the gases to Sarmin city which was targeted as well”
Second Incident: the bombing of Sarmin city Monday 16 March 2015
Government forces helicopters dropped two barrel bombs loaded with chlorine gas 
on the southern-eastern neighborhood in Sarmin city after one hour from the shell-
ing on Qminas town which is located next to it.

The shelling caused the death of seven individuals, including four children and two 
women in addition to 70 injuries including 19 paramedics and civil defense. Symp-
toms included Irritation in the mucous membranes and breathing difficulties.
Amer Al-Bakri is a local media activist from Sarmin who told us about the poison 
gas attack in Sarmin city:

“After shelling Qaminas town the poison gases reached Sarmin because of the 
wind, but the regime targeted the city itself with two barrels filled with chlorine gas 
around 9:00” 

“One of the two barrels fell over a house and caused the death of a whole family 
which suffocated due to the gas attack. We noticed that those barrel bombs weren’t 
destructive as usual.”

“The second barrel fell over an agricultural area. Apparently the chlorine gas con-
centration levels were very high considering the huge numbers of injuries, plus the 
injury of a few paramedics and civil defense staff members.”
I’ve seen symptoms such as headache, breathing difficulties, and neurological 
numbness. Also, some of the injured had spume coming out of their mouths.

Third: Attachments:
1- Qabr Englizy- Aleppo
Video shows the place of the bomb in Qabr Englizy:
2-  Handaratarea - Aleppo
Video shows a helicopter dropping a barrel bomb on Handaratand Bureij in Aleppo

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Image shows remnants of the bomb and the effects of chlorine appear in Qabr En-
glizy area

3. Sarmin City:
Image shows remnants of bombs loaded with chlorine gas shown in the city of 
Sarmin:

Image showing child victims who were killed by the shelling of toxic gases

Image show some of the injured by poison gas:

Video shows some of the injured by the poison gas bombardment of the city of Srmin

The highlights of previous studies and reports documenting the use of government 
forces of toxic gases:

The last study on 28 poison gas attacks on Gouta 21/August/2013

On Wednesday, 30/April/2014 SNHR issued a report on government forces use of 
gases in between the beginning of 2014 until Monday 21 / April / 2014, where the 
number of the shelling was more than 17 times.

On Saturday, 14/June/2014 Syrian Network for Human Rights issued a report doc-
umenting the 26 poison gas attacks, carried out by government forces since the 
beginning of 2014 and until the release of the report.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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On Saturday, 26/July/2014 SNHR issued a report documenting the 27 poison gas 
attack carried out by government forces, since the beginning of 2014 and until the 
release of the report.

Monday, 10/November/2014 SNHR issued a report documenting the 50 poison gas 
attack after the UN Security Council Resolution 2118 issued in 27/September/ 2013 
and until 21/October/2014.

Saturday 7/March/2015 SNHR issued a report documenting the 71 violations of 
Security Council resolution 2118.

Fourth: conclusions and recommendations:
Government forces have violated international humanitarian law through the use of 
internationally forbidden weapons, and this is considered as a war crime, and vio-
lated the Security Council resolutions on this matter. The murders amount to crimes 
against humanity according to article VII of the Basic Charter of Rome, they are 
since March/2011 methodology and wide-ranging, too.

To the International Commission of Inquiry:
The International Commission of Inquiry directly investigate the incidents, which 
can be addressed, and take serious steps to speed up the investigation in determining 
who use these types of weapons, and the Syrian government, especially after the 
signing of the Chemical Weapons Convention.

To the Committee of Inquiry on the disarmament of chemical weapons:
As they are on the Syrian territories, and can easily move around, it must go to the 
scene and take blood samples from the infected, and analyses it and reveal the results.

To the Security Council:
The Security Council should take care of its responsibilities in the maintenance of 
security and civil peace in Syria, because the violations carried out by the Syrian 
government constituted a blatant threat to international peace and security, and stop 
playing the game of political interests on the expense of the Syrian people’s blood, 
and the Syrian regime clear disregard to Security Council resolution 2118 and later 
Resolution 2209, and is a terrible insult to the Security Council, and it is a political 
scandal.

http://www.sn4hr.org
http://sn4hr.org/blog/2014/08/07/there-is-no-red-line/
http://sn4hr.org/blog/2014/11/10/1858/
http://sn4hr.org/blog/2015/03/07/4523/
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Human Rights Council:
The Human Rights Council should highlight the Syrian regime violations of UN 
Security Council Resolution 2118 and 2209 in order to achieve greater pressure on 
the Security Council to take a real deterrent measures.

Friends of the Syrian people, states:
Supply areas threatened with poison gas shelling (under the Security Council’s in-
ability to stop the attacks) with protective masks, SNHR estimated the need of these 
areas to be around 14,500 protective masks, as well as equipment to remove the 
effects of chemical pollution.

Acknowledgment:
Our sincere condolences to the families of the victims, and a speedy recovery to the 
injured, all thanks and appreciation to the families of the victims and the injured 
and eyewitnesses and local activists whose statements effectively contributed to the 
enrichment of the report. 
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