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The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR),founded 

in June 2011, is a non-governmental, independent 

group that is considered a primary source for the 

OHCHR on all death toll-related analyses in Syria.

On Wednesday, March 17, 2021, the Human Rights Council (HRC) adopted Resolution 46/22, extending the 
mandate of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic (COI) for a 
period of one year; the resolution provided for transmitting all reports submitted by the COI to all relevant 
bodies of the United Nations, and recommended that the General Assembly submit the reports to the Security 
Council for appropriate action.
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The resolution reaffirmed that there can only be a political solution to the conflict in Syria, demanding that 
all parties work towards a comprehensive, genuine and inclusive political transition based on the Geneva 
communiqué of June 30, 2012, and Security Council resolution 2254, and calling on the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to resume its work to establish the extent of civilian casual-
ties in Syria, in cooperation with civil society, in order to fully assess the number of people killed as a result 
of 10 years of conflict.
 
The resolution was supported by 27 states, while 14 abstained, and six voted against it, namely: Russia, Chi-
na, Cuba, Bolivia, Venezuela, and Armenia.

Following the Syrian regime’s atrocious violations in response to the popular uprising for democracy in 2011 
since its earliest days, the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) urgently intervened, issuing its first resolution 
almost six weeks after the start of the uprising. This resolution clearly condemned the Syrian regime’s brutal 
violations and called for the creation of a Fact-Finding Mission. The HRC has subsequently held successive 
meetings on Syria, some of which have been held periodically and others especially, with the HRC issuing 
35 resolutions on the human rights situation in Syria since the beginning of the popular uprising to date, 
including 12 resolutions regarding the establishment of the Fact-Finding Mission that later became the In-
ternational Commission of Inquiry, as well as extending its mandate.

We, at the Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR), have monitored all the resolutions issued by the HRC 
and documented the countries that voted in favor of the HRC’s resolutions on Syria, and those which ab-
stained or were absent when voting, as well as those countries that voted against the HRC’s resolutions, 
showing their denial of the violations committed by the Syrian regime, and thereby effectively encour-
aging the regime to commit more violations by promising to secure support for it at the Human Rights 
Council despite these. On October 22, 2020, we issued a detailed report in this regard, in tandem with 
the re-election of Russia and China to the HRC, in order to expose those countries that voted in favor of 
the regime committing more violations in Syria over the past ten years, showing the number of times 
they voted, and demonstrating in a visible way how dictatorships have rallied together with fellow total-
itarian states and allies to vote in favor of each other, regardless of the blatant nature of their egregious 
violations of human rights.
 
Based on our continued scrutiny of the Human Rights Council’s resolutions and our monitoring of the voting 
record, we can say that the states that have consistently voted against the resolutions of the Human Rights 
Council – which are 12 states, including the six states that voted against the latest resolution – are mutually 
supportive totalitarian states, all of which are also isolated rogue states in nature; we have found that Russia 
and China are spearheading a coalition of oppressive countries loyal to them to vote in the Syrian regime’s 
favor. We mentioned in our previous report that the re-election of Russia and China on October 23, 2020, to 
the Human Rights Council meant that they would continue to vote in favor of the Syrian regime as they had 
done in previous years, and to obstruct the work of the International Commission of Inquiry, and this was 
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indeed what happened when they voted on March 17, 2021, with four other states - Venezuela, Cuba, Bolivia, 
and Armenia - against Resolution 46/22, under which the Human Rights Council extended the mandate of 
the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic for a period of one year. 
The following is the number of times each of these six states voted in favor of the Syrian regime:

China: Voted 28 times against resolutions, throughout the term of its membership of the Human Rights 
Council.
Cuba: Voted 28 times against resolutions, throughout the term of its membership of the Human Rights 
Council. 
Venezuela: Voted 25 times against resolutions, throughout the term of its membership of the Human Rights 
Council.
Russia: Voted 18 times against resolutions, throughout the term of its membership of the Human Rights 
Council.
Bolivia: Voted 11 times against resolutions, throughout the term of its membership of the Human Rights 
Council.
Armenia: Voted one time against a resolution, which means in every term that it has been a member of the 
Human Rights Council.
 
Twenty-seven of the world’s countries voted in favor of these resolution, for which we offer our sincere 
thanks and appreciation, whilst in turn denouncing and censuring the countries that voted shamefully in 
favor of the Syrian regime, which has committed crimes against humanity, and against the extension of the 
mandate of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry. The number of countries that have voted 
in favor of the Human Rights Council’s resolutions on Syria since March 2011 to date has been far greater 
than the number of dictatorships that have voted in favor of the Syrian regime; the same can be said of all 
UN General Assembly resolutions, and the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons’ resolu-
tions, and we hope to see a radical change in terms of the UN Security Council’s terrible failure with regard 
to the Syrian situation.
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