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The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR), founded in 
June 2011, is a non-governmental, independent group that 
is considered a primary source for the OHCHR on all death 
toll-related analyses in Syria.
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I. Introduction
Article 52 of the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 defines 
Civilian Objects as: “….all objects which are not military objectives” with Military Ob-
jects being: “military objectives are limited to those objects which by their nature, 
location, purpose or use make an effective contribution to military action and whose 
total or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at 
the time, offers a definite military advantage.”
Civilian objects include medical facilities, educational facilities, infrastructures, places of 
worship, and other facilities that are used for civilian purposes.

Since March 2011, Syrian regime forces, and then Syrian-Russian alliance forces, have 
trumped all parties in targeting vital civilian facilities – especially in the areas under the 
control of armed opposition, and to a lesser degree in ISIS-held areas. We have recorded 
repeated attacks on thousands of vital facilities, which proves that these facilities were de-
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liberately destroyed and corrupted. We have also recorded hundreds of massacres that 
resulted from attacks on such objects.

Certainly, other parties committed similar violations, but to varying degrees, and never to 
the extent of the crimes by the Syrian-Russian-Iranian forces. 
The attacks we have recorded include deliberate bombardments that targeted civilian ob-
jects, lootings, and attacks that involve disabling these objects and undermining their pur-
pose in serving civilians despite the lack of any pressing military necessity or these objects 
being used for combat purposes by a party which would have justified targeting them by 
the other parties to the conflict.

In light of the prolonged duration of the conflict and these facilities being continually target-
ed, as well as the ongoing demographic changes, a need rose for alternating the functions 
of some facilities (for example, many schools have been turned into IDPs shelters). We have 
also noticed that some facilities moved between multiple buildings and areas more than once 
in order to evade bombardment, while others were moved to secure sites such as caves.

SNHR has dedicated a periodic monthly report to monitor attacks on vital civilian facilities. 
In addition, SNHR has released extensive reports and researches on vital facilities that have 
been destroyed by the parties to the conflict.

Methodology
The report monitors the attacks on vital civilian facilities that we were able to document in 
January, except for attacks on medical facilities, civil defense facilities, and international 
humanitarian insignia which were documented in a separate report.

This report draws upon, firstly, the daily, ongoing documentation and monitoring efforts by 
SNHR team, and, secondly, on accounts from survivors, eyewitnesses, and local media 
workers that we’ve talked to via phone or social media. We have also analyzed a large num-
ber of the videos and pictures that were posted online or we received from local activists via 
e-mail, Skype, and social media. Videos posted by local activists have shown wide destruc-
tion in vital civilian facilities. We have copies of all the videos and pictures included in this 
report in a secret online database, as well as backup copies on hard drives. For more infor-
mation, please see the methodology adopted by SNHR for classifying vital civilian facilities.

http://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Vital_Facilities_en.pdf
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This report contains a number of attacks that were perpetrated by an air force. However, 
we weren’t able to accurately determine the party responsible for those attacks – the Syri-
an regime or Russian forces. Therefore, we assigned responsibility, in these attacks, to the 
Syrian regime/Russian forces.

This report documents also a number of attacks that were the result of bombings. However, 
we weren’t able to identify the groups behind them in light of the difficulties in identifying the 
responsible party in such bombings.

In addition, this report contains a number of attacks in which artillery and mortar shells were 
used. However, we weren’t able to accurately determine who fired them, as we couldn’t visit 
the site or obtain evidences to help properly identify the source of these shells.

This report contains one account that we’ve collected through speaking directly to the eye-
witness, and not are cited from any open sources. We have explained the purpose of these 
interviews for the eyewitnesses who gave us permission to use the information they pro-
vided without offering or giving them any incentives. Also, SNHR tried to spare the eyewit-
nesses the agony of remembering the violation as much as possible and gave insurances 
to conceal the identify of any witness who preferred to use an alias.

Most of the attacks we have documented targeted civilian areas, as our investigations have 
proven, where no military bases or armories were found during or before the attacks. The 
attacking forces didn’t take into consideration the principle of proportionality. We also didn’t 
record that the attacking forces put out warnings for civilians prior to the attack as the inter-
national humanitarian law requires.

The type and number of evidences vary from one case to another. In light of the challeng-
es we mentioned above, many of the incidents’ legal description change based on new 
evidences or clues that surface after we had released the report. We add these evidences 
and clues to our data archive. On the other hand, many incidents don’t constitute a violation 
to the international humanitarian law, but it involved collateral damages, so we record and 
archive these incidents to know what happened historically and to preserve it as a national 
record. However, they don’t necessarily qualify as crimes.
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This report only represents the bare minimum of the actual severity and magnitude of the vi-
olations that occurred. Also, it doesn’t cover the social, economic, and mental ramifications.

II. Summary of February
Syrian regime forces topped all parties in February, carrying out 69% of all attacks on vital 
civilian facilities this month. 84% of Syrian regime forces ‘attacks were in Eastern Ghouta, 
Damascus suburbs in light of their escalation offensive on the area, where we have docu-
mented that attacks by the Syrian regime in Eastern Ghouta have increased to three times 
as many attacks by the same forces in January.
Russian forces were responsible for 27% of all attacks, as they were only surpassed by 
Syrian regime forces. 98% of all Russian attacks were in Idlib governorate.
In addition, vital medical facilities conceded the most attacks with 27% of all attacks, while 
places of worship came second with 22%

III. Executive Summary
Through daily documentation and monitoring, we, at SNHR, have recorded no less than 
156 attacks on vital civilian facilities in February 2018, distributed by the perpetrator party 
as follows:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l8H173mIW7cxQiuIfrclTCdUCOhNYvU9/view
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A. Syrian regime forces: 103
B. Russian forces: 42
C. Extremist Islamic groups: 
- ISIS (self-proclaimed the Islamic State): 1
D. International coalition forces: 2
E. Self-Management forces (consisting primarily of the Democratic Union Party – a branch 
for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party): 2
F. Other parties: 6

Attacks on vital civilian facilities in February were distributed across governorates by the 
perpetrator party as follows:

Most notable facilities that were attacked in February 2018:
42 vital medical facilities, 33 places of worship, 29 infrastructures, 27 vital educational facili-
ties, 22 communal facilities, two international humanitarian insignia, and one refugee camp.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16SMU-_U3tkR1LAUfArutqPkYFIr0veQf/view
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Perpetrator Party
Extremist 

Islamic Groups

Targeted Facility ISIS

Places of Worship

Mosques 27 3 1
Churches and 
Monasteries

1 1

Vital Educational Facilities

Schools 11 12 1
Kindergartens 1

Universities 1
Institutes 1

Vital Medical Facilities

Medical Facilities 21 11 1
Ambulances 1 7 1

Communal Facilities

Markets 20 1 1

International 
Humanitarian Insignia

Red Crescent 2

Infrastructures

Civil Defense Facilities 9 5
Water Systems 1

Official Headquarters 6 2 2

Bakeries 2 1

Domestic Animal Farms 1
Refugee Camps
Refugee Camps 1

Total 103 42 1 2 2 6

Distribution of Attacks on Vital Civilian Facilities by the Perpetrator Party in February 2018

Syrian 
Regime 
Forces

Russian 
Forces

International 
Coalition 

Forces

Kurdish Self-
Management 

Forces

Other 
Parties
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IV. Details of Most Notable Incidents in February
This report outlines the most notable attacks on vital civilian facilities. We have the details 
of the complete incidents stored in SNHR’s database.
A. Syrian regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias)
Places of worship
- Mosques
Friday, February 2, 2018, Syrian regime forces helicopters dropped a number of barrel 
bombs that landed near the Grand Mosque in al Ghadfa village, which is administratively a 
part of Ma’aret al Nu’man city, eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The mosque building 
and its furniture were moderately damaged. The village was under the joint control of armed 
opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Sunday, February 4, 2018, around 21:30, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired 
one missile near Misraba Grand Mosque in Misraba town, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damas-
cus suburbs governorate. The mosque building was partially destroyed and its furniture 
was moderately damaged, as the mosque was rendered out of commission. The town was 
under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Monday, February 5, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of 
missiles near al Na’san Mosque in Douma city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs 
governorate. The mosque building and its furniture were moderately damaged. The city 
was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Wednesday, February 7, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of 
missiles at Zamalka Grand Mosque in Zamalka town, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus 
suburbs governorate. The mosque building and its furniture were heavily damaged. The 
town was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Thursday, February 8, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number 
of missiles at Ahmad ben Hanbal Mosque in the middle of Jisreen town, Eastern Ghouta, 
eastern Damascus suburbs governorate. The mosque building was partially destroyed and 
its furniture was heavily damaged. The town was under the control of armed opposition 
factions at the time of the incident.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i5AK6dkoHx_ZM_Jhz5E0VRM16tgXaaaC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VKGbMS0FqEPi0Z4-Iq-1iyN9MsVk93Ck/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9zB-zPH9KD3PJf-5jKPd_WgW36t3O1C/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Mesraba,+Syria/@33.550664,36.3994802,15.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1518e5820190c249:0xf196309d93ef235d!2sMesraba,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d33.5506601!4d36.3958424!3m4!1s0x1518e5820190c249:0xf196309d93ef235d!8m2!3d33.5506601!4d36.3958424
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8Py3IEsUrCZfeOcr3uDKd40lSKGYn1_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19dY98m-liuzb5ddB04KJ3olAo5ptkHXJ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/179kyhiA2eDxQ_gYZEGqls9tmRR4iPFzE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d7etGIRB5osAFPkQyHyKwO92JdAQ-iNK/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AC%D8%AF+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B9%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86%E2%80%AD/@33.5711058,36.3945354,16.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1518ef84a8e817bb:0xaffd77b97246862b!2sDuma,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d33.5727724!4d36.4093761!3m4!1s0x1518ef9e38a25e11:0xccd5150c1e9d0209!8m2!3d33.5697171!4d36.3944583
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bikI9i_FgWed11O6Bw_Ft1tW6avukv8p/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bikI9i_FgWed11O6Bw_Ft1tW6avukv8p/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AC%D8%AF+%D8%B2%D9%85%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A7+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A8%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%E2%80%AD/@33.5255498,36.3532179,16.75z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1518e42a52e0be23:0xfcd3c743bd18e4e9!2sZamalka,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d33.5264878!4d36.3525183!3m4!1s0x1518e42c941b63f5:0x9b054e5d2d4ec848!8m2!3d33.5261735!4d36.3562649
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jDqZiQQSRj6DfO502qnRt9OO_TEzF0l0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h7Vnw-DEX9by9IRb1k-f-NM3qxr2Mht7/view
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Thursday, February 15, 2018, Iraqi Shiite pro-regime militias burned Omar ben al Khattab 
Mosque in al Swiy’iya village, which is administratively a part of al Boukamal city, eastern 
suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate. The mosque building and its furniture were heavily 
damaged, as the mosque was rendered out of commission. The village was under the con-
trol of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Tuesday, February 20, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime/Russian forces warplanes (the inci-
dent is still being investigated to accurately identify the perpetrator party) fired a number of 
missiles at al Tawba Mosque in Zamalka town, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs 
governorate, which resulted in the killing of a number of worshippers as they were leaving 
the mosque. In addition, the mosque building was moderately damaged. The town was 
under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Tuesday, February 27, 2018, a Syrian regime forces rocket launcher shelled Um Habiba 
Mosque, also known as Abu al Rahaj Mosque, in Douma city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Da-
mascus suburbs governorate. The mosque building and its furniture was heavily damaged, 
as the mosque was temporarily rendered out of commission. It should be noted that the 
mosque was damaged before in a shelling by the same warplanes using Pheel rockets on 
Saturday, February 17, 2018. The city was under the control of armed opposition factions 
at the time of the incident.

Damages in the aftermath of an attack by Syrian regime warplanes on Ahmad ben Hanbal 
Mosque in the middle of Jisreen town, Damascus suburbs – February 8, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_qtYuROYs12Edl1Fwd8CBjWqBbsuCxVV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_qtYuROYs12Edl1Fwd8CBjWqBbsuCxVV/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=At0ZkaZIt-Y
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s5lLKrksBKwA-Bo7IhIlx0UMA9LNIakD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s5lLKrksBKwA-Bo7IhIlx0UMA9LNIakD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h4_1n0oxpC6Reno2LuW2pZ8-ClJuo372/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gr-gDOA5wvBc6e2Snh-o9YldFyN3T_qc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qOs58I0AUb10OopxoNczxW-Te67bnrXN/view
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- Churches and monasteries
Thursday, February 8, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of 
missiles near the Saint George Orthodox Church in Irbeen city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Da-
mascus suburbs governorate. The church building was partially destroyed and its furniture 
was heavily damaged. The city was under the control of armed opposition factions at the 
time of the incident.

Vital educational facilities
- Schools
Thursday, February 8, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number 
of missies near al Ahlaya Private School which is affiliated to the Saint George Orthodox 
Church in Irbeen city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs governorate. The school 
building was moderately damaged. The city was under the control of armed opposition 
factions at the time of the incident.

Friday, February 9, 2016, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired four missiles near 
Kamal Qal’aji School Complex, which houses four schools (Kamal Qal’aji Elementary School, 
Hass Intermediate School for Boys, Hass Intermediate School for Girls, and Hass High School) 
in al Sharqi neighborhood in Hass village, eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The schools 
buildings were damaged to varying degrees. The village was under the joint control of armed 
opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Damages in the aftermath of a bombing by Syrian regime forces near al Ahlaya Private 

School which is affiliated to the Saint George Orthodox Church in Irbeen city, Damascus 

suburbs – February 8, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RHDDvmvAvlUOgM0_8VQoTq3XqkvBpH67/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PS-Jqioz4CZPq1hV_T5_XTe5JFxg9JHG/view
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Friday, February 16, 2018, around 14:50, Syrian regime forces artillery fired an explosive cyl-
inder near Teir Ma’la High School in the middle of Teir Ma’la village, northern suburbs of Homs 
governorate. The school fence was partially destroyed and its furniture was slightly damaged. 
The village was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

- Universities
Friday, February 9, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of mis-
siles at a building that contains the economics college and the electronical institute which 
are affiliated to Aleppo “Free” University in Irbeen city. The building was heavily destroyed 
and its furniture was heavily damaged, as the building was rendered out of commission. 
It should be noted that Aleppo “Free” University occupies Abdul al Mun’em Ryad High 
School building in Irbeen city as a base for its economics college and electronical institute. 
The city was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

- Institutes
Tuesday, February 6, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of 
missiles at Women Now Center for Development, which offers vocational and educational 
courses for women, in Kafr Batna town. The center building was partially destroyed and its 
furniture was heavily damaged. The town was under the control of armed opposition fac-
tions at the time of the incident.
The Women Now Organization released a statement on the same day about the incident

Damages in the aftermath of a bombing by Syrian regime forces on the 
Women Now Center for Development in Kafr Batna town, Damascus 
suburbs – February 6, 2018

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ziv4tKeenA&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CmV3YwuPriUvBGdXyMe4r1rfOgo-ntr4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Se_T4w2GdtNskSpbHlyTVPO_L0v87COC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YXkbI2PCzXEGfO-wGMerec9ABsLRZKYq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YXkbI2PCzXEGfO-wGMerec9ABsLRZKYq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IImter_c3ezW1vX41SRVcEqqdy5zcuwQ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OBZrUkF9eUJ1k4UzjgyunpneA3deFErl/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jwcvJOvEOz38dxjq4vL9CRft0tfvjcnN/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bo-N6ZrS8uT4JG2aJCpscl62yTavLTWD/view
https://women-now.org/women-now-center-destroyed-midst-fierce-bombing-civilian-areas/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16zT6bVb585RlDq2QJfDdGgomIB88xM2J/view
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- Kindergartens
Tuesday, February 6, 2018, around 11:30, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired 
a number of missiles at the Teachers’ Union Kindergarten for Kids in the middle of Kafr Bat-
na town. The kindergarten building was partially destroyed and its furniture was moderately 
damaged. The town was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the 
incident.
Anas Abu Ayman1, a media worker in Kafr Batna, told us that around 10:00, morning of 
February 6, one of the neighborhoods in southwestern Kafr Batna town was targeted by 
an airstrike carried out by Syrian regime warplanes. The airstrike resulted in a massacre, 
and was followed by another one about an hour later, where two missiles landed in the mid-
dle of the town: “I headed with the paramedics and civil defense members to the site 
(the public street) and saw the huge destruction to the Teachers’ Union Kindergarten 
which was directly hit by the missile, while the second missile landed on a house and 
two wounded persons were evacuated from the rubble,” Anas said that the offensive 
that started three months ago have brought the educational process to a complete halt in 
Eastern Ghouta: “This airstrike killed two individuals while about 70 were wounded. 
Also, the Women Now Center was heavily damaged in the same airstrike.”

Damages in the aftermath of a bombing by Syrian regime forces on the Teachers’ Union Kindergarten 

for Kids in the middle of Kafr Batna town, Damascus suburbs – February 6, 2018

1  We contacted him via WhatsApp on February 13, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MCPb4x4cIPavHn1-RiqslNkgcZIC8HCv/view
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18Ox858QjZWw4LMlxpo6vibwuN4qqEkt0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HK2M79AeiPFctlsWMmG1v-g9tuF3KjTi/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bIuCDygFwI02RUWTiZRrPWt0IUAFvMY2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/u/1/d/1k7vzWV2JmkfrEO_ecKCaUKgrT_-LelDJ/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/file/u/1/d/1k7vzWV2JmkfrEO_ecKCaUKgrT_-LelDJ/view?usp=drive_web
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Communal facilities
- Markets
Thursday, February 1, 2018, around 11:00, Syrian regime forces artillery fired a number of 
shells at a local market in the middle of Douma city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus 
suburbs governorate. A number of shops and market facilities were heavily damaged. The 
city was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Monday, February 5, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of 
missiles at a local market in Hazza town, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs gov-
ernorate. A number of shops were heavily damaged. The town was under the control of 
armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Thursday, February 8, 2018, around 13:00, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired 
a missile at a local market in the middle of Jisreen town, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damas-
cus suburbs governorate. A number of shops were heavily destroyed, while a number of 
market facilities were heavily damaged. The town was under the control of armed opposi-
tion factions at the time of the incident.

Saturday noon, February 17, 2018, Syrian regime forces fired a number of Pheel rockets at 
the clothes market in Douma city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs governo-
rate, which resulted in casualties. Additionally, a number of shops were partially destroyed 
and market facilities were heavily damaged. The city was under the control of armed oppo-
sition factions at the time of the incident.

Damages in the aftermath of a bombing by Syrian regime forces on a local market in the 

middle of Douma city, Damascus suburbs – February 1, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w14Jm4jCDkaSzfrhwo9CWuOueija37F-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w14Jm4jCDkaSzfrhwo9CWuOueija37F-/view
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1485&token=Xy8uPNqYVEe3oJN9alrKe7dOjpKr3kmR
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Duma,+Syria/@33.5711741,36.4045333,14z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1518ef84a8e817bb:0xaffd77b97246862b!2sDuma,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d33.5727724!4d36.4093761!3m4!1s0x1518ef84a8e817bb:0xaffd77b97246862b!8m2!3d33.5727724!4d36.4093761
https://drive.google.com/file/u/1/d/1kOjrGzbSk3gzkTrLalcGjnhVLaChg4cz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qiujPaD4SlytaYzklzi_WtL19ilMbSow/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Hazeh,+Syria/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x1518e4380f24a547:0xef6b0119973cba62?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi3pvXw6bzZAhVDthQKHaXXDy8Q8gEIJjAA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17WjdIl5Yki8Eyjv063mEJluDFzimGol-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S2PUhZfbSD7345Aa8yNURtyDkeYHpCGd/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qRgnh9gHjYEc1Tsg4HzXbaZwOhLblgqI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kVnsdvkM-TGuvRm3C06LvhYgHo-6L9LI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aiEhwxFooRBkI99bOB7FT4hSvg30MBUt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bscrIsfkKBT_GrV02Yeqo5NzDXIFvvXL/view
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Tuesday, February 27, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of 
missiles at a local market in the middle of Khan Sheikhoun city, southern suburbs of Idlib 
governorate. A number of market facilities were moderately damaged. The city was under the 
joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Infrastructures
- Official headquarters
Friday, February 9, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired four missiles near 
the local council in the middle of Hass village, eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The 
building and its furniture were moderately damaged. The village was under the joint control 
of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Wednesday, February 21, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime/Russian forces warplanes (the in-
cident is still being investigated to identify the perpetrator party) fired a number of missiles 
at the local council building in Hazza town, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs 
governorate. The building was heavily damaged and rendered out of commission. The 
town was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Damages in the aftermath of a bombing by Syrian regime forces on a local market in the 

middle of Khan Sheikhoun city, Idlib – February 27, 2018

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Hass,+Syria/@35.6173252,36.5932918,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x152458135269b317:0x72eed6d7c9044532!2sHass,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.6181774!4d36.5958947!3m4!1s0x152458135269b317:0x72eed6d7c9044532!8m2!3d35.6181774!4d36.5958947
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y5K2PXtv_Iyi0btOtMW23bcctQOn4iQ1/view
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- Bakeries
Wednesday, February 21, 2018, Syrian regime helicopters dropped a number of barrel 
bombs near a bakery in Hazza town, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs gover-
norate. The bakery building and its equipment were heavily damaged, as the bakery was 
rendered out of commission. The town was under the control of armed opposition factions 
at the time of the incident.

B. Russian forces
Places of worship
- Mosques
Saturday, February 17, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a missile 
near Abu Bakr al Siddeeq Mosque in Hazzano village, northern suburbs of Idlib governo-
rate. The mosque building and its furniture were moderately damaged. The village was 
under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of 
the incident.

Vital educational facilities
- Schools
Monday, February 5, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a missile 
at Tareq ben Ziad School, located next to Hussein al Ali School, in southern Heesh village, 
southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The school building was partially destroyed and fire 
broke out in a number of classrooms, while the furniture of the school was heavily dam-
aged. As a result, the school was rendered out of commission. The village was under the 
control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O1zJbBR7Eb6vpNx9gnhs67B6ZimA6LgC/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9+%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88+%D8%A8%D9%83%D8%B1+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%82%E2%80%AD/@36.0869072,36.7160159,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x15257399286d13cf:0x21b66608c1e1753!2sHazano,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d36.0916195!4d36.7145927!3m4!1s0x152573a1fd75250d:0x69d4151790c9e73e!8m2!3d36.0878293!4d36.7173707
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r6e_Y4YIOa0yWF5xgnHntiA28JlXo9iB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y5F8e1qtmSVcOPIz-XNmAJjx4Vkzs7uI/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LwgGpth4tQM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KlgJSn8WlquSZmi-nCxo0hZEjfTwrLxv/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Hesh,+Syria/@35.5471781,36.6444225,15.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1524f67a394c7ecf:0x6196dd3aa455af04!2sHesh,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.5488997!4d36.6444758!3m4!1s0x1524f67a394c7ecf:0x6196dd3aa455af04!8m2!3d35.5488997!4d36.6444758
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1urlTVc5cqwI-RJqp1Ggx6ibkk-D73Edr/view
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Thursday, February 8, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a missile 
near Meshmshan High School for Bous, which is located near the first care health center, 
in Meshmshan village, western suburbs of Idlib governorate. The school building and its 
fence were partially destroyed and the furniture was moderately damaged. The village was 
under the joint control of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham and the Islamic Turkistani Party at the time 
of the incident.

Infrastructures
- Official headquarters
Thursday, February 1, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a missile 
at the local council building of Saraqeb city and its suburbs in Saraqeb city, eastern sub-
urbs of Idlib governorate. The building was partially destroyed and its furniture was heavily 
damaged, as it was rendered out of commission. The city was under the joint control of 
armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

C. Extremist Islamic groups
- ISIS (self-proclaimed the Islamic State)
Places of worship
- Mosques
Thursday, February 8, 2018, ISIS artillery fired four shells at Amer ben al Jarrah Mosque in 
Heet village, northwestern suburbs of Daraa governorate. The mosque building was par-
tially destroyed and its furniture and cladding materials were moderately damaged. The 
village was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Fires and destruction in the aftermath of a Russian air attack on Tareq ben Ziad School in 

southern Heesh village, Idlib – February 5, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12hF5fCl3bYjXIGY10bA8aBr6wO41oAm7/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVGqsq5iwAc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Saraqib,+Syria/@35.8597461,36.8069018,14.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1525106da4a89577:0x65d330cb021bd08f!2sSaraqib,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.8614715!4d36.7981073!3m4!1s0x1525106da4a89577:0x65d330cb021bd08f!8m2!3d35.8614715!4d36.7981073
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16i1v2BurufOqQVU9OqD2udNB4rCPBtz1/view
https://drive.google.com/open?id=12craI2AxUANn0QF2j3jz_e6qdQDK2R3M
https://drive.google.com/open?id=12craI2AxUANn0QF2j3jz_e6qdQDK2R3M
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G4L9b8jDAl3YRYBwrH_6e_M5bLcN4w8i/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C3a74fefwD0XEoZmqUGQ8qRgtn4mfbY4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UhGjOusQd5AZwgNg-u_yzc3y0u3t40ig/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10lWipLj--4_Pe49RZQJanfqt7gMGDMnm/view
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D. Self-Management forces (consisting primarily of the Democratic Union Party – 
a branch for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party)
Refugee camps
Tuesday, February 6, 2018, Self-Management forces (consisting primarily of the Democrat-
ic Union Party – a branch for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party) stationing in Ifreen area, northern 
suburbs of Aleppo governorate, fired three artillery shells at al Bayan IDPs Camp which is 
located in Atama camp area on the Syrian-Turkish borders, northern suburbs of Idlib gov-
ernorate. The shelling resulted in casualties. Additionally, a number of tents were heavily 
damaged. The area was under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Destruction in the aftermath of a shelling by ISIS on Amer ben al Jarrah Mosque in 

Heet village, Daraa – February 8, 2018

Damages in the aftermath of a shelling by Kurdish Self-Management forces 
on al Bayan Camp which is one of the camps in Atama camp area on the 
Syrian-Turkish borders, Idlib – February 6, 2018

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxjGhke7TDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5A8e7ZueL2A&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0sf4YPyHLSw&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xPM1wnfPpjNEnbXcUXQQZU17HPw3ukM_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/u/1/d/1SMc_JIFaIcyFJGMLvy1mq5cBlLJAh2Sq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/u/1/d/1SMc_JIFaIcyFJGMLvy1mq5cBlLJAh2Sq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11gHq1RI1cBrKqrsnPwm80LiJU8ebrLys/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wgzDlTDs4Dbe_uOShVaAiSMzwl8HjIfK/view
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E. International coalition forces
Infrastructures
- Bakeries
Monday, February 19, 2018, fixed-wing international coalition forces warplanes fired a num-
ber of missiles at al Khdaireen Bakery for Bread in Hain city, eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-
Zour governorate. The bakery building was heavily damaged, as the bakery was rendered 
out of commission. The city was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time 
of the incident.

F. Other parties
Places of worship
Churches and monasteries
Monday, February 5, 2018, a number of mortar shells landed on al Mariyamiya Church in 
Bab Terma neighborhood, eastern Damascus city. The church building and its cladding 
materials were moderately damaged. We have yet, as of this writing, to identify the party 
who carried out the shelling. The neighborhood was under the control of Syrian regime forc-
es at the time of the incident.

Communal facilities
- Markets
Saturday, February 10, 2018, an IED, planted underneath al Sa’a building within the market 
of al Sa’a Square (The Watch Square) in the middle of Idlib city. exploded, which resulted in 
a massacre. Additionally, a number of shops and market facilities were heavily damaged. 
We have yet, as of this writing, to identify the group behind the bombing due to the difficulty 
in identifying the parties responsible in such bombings. The city was under the control of 
Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Infrastructures
- Official headquarters
Monday, February 12, 2018, an IED exploded in front of a police station affiliated with Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham in Ma’aret Misreen city, northern suburbs of Idlib governorate. A number of 
police officers were killed while 15 others were wounded. Additionally, the police station 
was moderately damaged. We have yet, as of this writing, to identify the group behind the 
bombing due to the difficulty in identifying the parties responsible in such bombings. The 
city was under the control of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BnhzEImRGATAA3z4ZVM_ugQd1-swOdGe/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cuw2qrV1pjrWF623r97NDjxNxhQa5d23/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpiiTrQQ6Rk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mcawYaya2qX07WaGKHah80__gdthiTqe/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EfgYyocqgvbXbqe6fenxUZwcVVhjmvyN/view
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V. Conclusions and Recommendations
Syrian regime and Russian forces
• Syrian-Russian-Iranian alliance has, beyond any doubt, violated Security Council resolu-
tions 2139 and 2254 which both state that indiscriminate attacks must be ceased. 
• We can confirm that the bombardment mentioned in this report has targeted civilian ob-
jects. Therefore, Syrian-Russian-Iranian alliance forces have violated Articles 52,53,54,55, 
and 56 of the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949.
• The attacks mentioned in this report that were carried out by the Syrian-Russian-Iranian 
alliance forces, are considered a violation of the rules of the customary international human-
itarian law (rules 7 through 10).
• Aerial bombardment has caused collateral damages that involved loss of lives, injuries, or 
significant damages to civil facilities. There are strong indicators suggesting that the dam-
age was too excessive compared to the anticipated military benefit.
• The indiscriminate manner of the bombing, and the coordinated approach of these at-
tacks, as well as the repeated targeting, must be based on high orders, and a state policy.

The Coalition (international coalition and SDF)
The attacks by Coalition forces have caused significant damages to civilian facilities. In 
most cases, these attacks have also resulted in losses that involved casualties or injuries. 
There are strong indicators suggesting that the damage was too excessive compared to 
the anticipated military benefit.

Other forces
ISIS and other parties have carried out attacks that targeted civilian objects, which also re-
sulted, in some cases, in loss of lives. These violations might qualify as war crimes. Howev-
er, these violations don’t qualify as crimes against humanity, as with the Syrian regime and 
pro-regime forces who carry out unlawful attacks in a systematic and widespread manner.

Recommendations
Security Council
• The Security Council has to take additional steps after resolution 2139 and 2254 have 
been adopted, and no pledges to cease the indiscriminate bombing have been made. All 
parties to the conflict should respect these steps, and adhere to the rules of the internation-
al humanitarian law.
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• The Syrian case should be referred to the International Criminal Court and all those who 
are responsible should be held accountable including the Russian regime whose involve-
ment in war crimes has been proven.
• Expand sanctions to include the Syrian, Russian, and Iranian regimes who were directly 
involved in crimes against humanity and war crimes against the Syrian people.
• List the militias who are fighting on the side of the Syrian government and had commit-
ted wide massacres - such as Iranian militias, the Lebanese group Hezbollah, other Shiite 
groups, the National Defense Army, and Shabiha, on the international list of terrorist groups.
• Abstain from considering the Syrian government an official side after it perpetrated crimes 
against humanity with regard to the relief aspect, and stop giving it the largest portion of 
financial and other aids as they are being delivered to the people who support the Syrian 
government instead of people who are truly in-need.

International community
• In light of the split of the Security Council and its utter inability, action should be taken on 
the national and regional levels to form alliances to support the Syrian people that would 
protect them from the daily killing and siege and raise the support for the relief efforts. Ad-
ditionally, the principle of universal jurisdiction should be activated in local courts regarding 
these crimes in order to conduct fair trials for all those who were involved.
• SNHR has repeatedly called for the implementation of the “Responsibility to Protect” in 
tens of studies and reports and as a member of the International Coalition for the Respon-
sibility to Protect (ICRtoP) after all political channels through the Arab League’s plan and 
then Mr. Kofi Annan’s plan have been drought out as well as the Cessation of Hostilities 
statements and Astana agreements that followed. Therefore, steps under Chapter VII of 
the Charter of the United Nations should be taken and the norm of the “Responsibility to 
Protect”, which was established by the United Nations General Assembly, should be imple-
mented. The Security Council is still hindering the protection of civilians in Syria.
• Renew the pressure on the Security Council to refer the case in Syria to the International 
Criminal Court
• Work on fulfilling justice and achieving accountability in Syria through the United Nations 
General Assembly and the Human Rights Council and work on activating the principle of 
the universal jurisdiction.
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OHCHR
The OHCHR should submit a report the Human Rights Council and other organs of the Unit-
ed Nations on the incidents included in this report and the incidents that preceded, given 
that they are a glaring mark in a string of daily sporadic violations of a smaller scope. Also, 
the OHCHR should work on implementing the recommendations in this report.

Commission of Inquiry (COI)
Launch investigations on the cases included in this report and past reports. SNHR is willing 
to cooperate and provide more evidences and data.

International, Impartial, and Independent Mechanism (IIIM)
Address the cases mentioned in this report and past reports. SNHR is willing to cooperate 
and provide more evidences and data.

European Union and United States of America
Support the International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism that was established in 
accordance with General Assembly Resolution 71/248, adopted on December 21, 2016. 
And establish local tribunals that enjoy a universal jurisdiction, and address the war crimes 
that were perpetrated in Syria.

The Russian regime
• Launch investigations regarding the incidents that resulted in civilian casualties, make the 
findings of these investigations public for the Syrian people, and hold the people involved 
accountable.
• Compensate all affected facilities and centers, and reconstruct and rehabilitate them. 
Also, compensate all the victims’ families, who were killed by the current Russian regime, 
as well as the all the wounded.
• Immediately cease bombing hospitals, protected objects, and civilian areas, and respect 
the customary international law.

The Coalition (international coalition forces and Syrian Democratic Forces)
• The states of the coalition have to unequivocally and truly acknowledge that some of the 
bombardment operations have targeted civilian objects, while some attacks resulted in the 
killing of innocent civilians. Instead of denying, these states should take speedy steps to 
launch serious investigations, and immediately compensate and apologize to the victims 
and those who were affected.
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• The SDF-supporting states should apply pressure on these forces in order to compel 
them to cease all of their violations in all the areas and towns that are under their control. 
• All forms of support, weapons and otherwise, should be ceased until SDF commit to the 
previous recommendations. This is primarily the supporting states’ responsibility. Provid-
ing SDF with weapons and support while knowing that they can be used in war crimes or 
crimes against humanity can be seen as a contribution to these crimes.

Armed opposition factions
Ensure the protection of civilians and civilian objects in all of their areas of control. Also, armed 
opposition factions should launch investigations on the incidents included in this report.
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