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I. Executive Summary:

In January, the Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) 
recorded at least 29 attacks on vital facilities, distributed 
according to the perpetrator party as follows:
A. Government forces: 27
B. Armed opposition factions affiliated with al Qaeda 
(ISIS): One
C. Armed opposition groups: One

The most notable vital facilities targeted in January:
13 places of worship, five schools, seven medical facili-
ties, two markets, one of means of transport, one of power 
stations and energy sources.

In this report, the SNHR sheds light on the attacks on vi-
tal facilities that the network was able to document. We 
emphasize that the attacks documented make up the bare 
minimum of attacks carried out due to the many practical 
obstacles encountered during the documentation process 
we conduct.
As a result of its investigations, SNHR confirms that there 
were no military headquarters in the facilities included in 
this report, either before or during the attack. Government 
forces and other perpetrators must justify their attacks to 
the United Nations and the Security Council.

Friday 7 February 2014

Contents of the 
report:
I. Executive Summary
II. Details of Incidents.
1) Places of worship
2) Schools
3) Medical facilities
4) Markets
5) Means of transport
6) Power stations and 
energy sources.
III. Conclusions and 
Recommendations

At Least 29 Attacks on Vital Facilities in January 2014

SNHR is an independent, non-governmental, nonprofit, human 

rights organization that was founded in June 2011. SNHR is a 

certified source for the United Nation in all of its statistics.

http://www.sn4hr.org


   www.sn4hr.org  -   info@sn4hr.org2

II. Details of incidents:
A. Government forces:
- Places of worship:
On Friday, January 3, 2014, government artillery fired two shells near the mosque of 
the President known as the al Omari Mosque in al Wa’er neighborhood in western 
Homs city, causing considerable material damage to the cladding of the southern 
façade of the mosque building. The neighborhood was under the control of armed 
opposition groups at the time of the incident.

On Monday, January 6, 2014, government artillery fired several missiles at the Oth-
man Ibn Affan Mosque in al Matar al Qadim neighborhood in southeast of Deir Ez-
Zour city, causing partial damage to the mosque building, putting it out of service. 
The neighborhood was under the control of armed opposition groups at the time of 
the incident.

On Monday, January 6, 2014, government artillery fired several shells near the 
mosque of the President known as the al Omari Mosque in al Wa’er neighborhood 
in western Homs city, causing considerable material damage to the mosque build-
ing and furniture. We note that the mosque was materially damaged as a result of 
a shelling by the same artillery on Friday, January 3, 2014. The neighborhood was 
under the control of armed opposition groups at the time of the incident.

On Friday, January 10, 2014, a government helicopter dropped a barrel bomb near the 
mosque in Rabe’a village in the northeastern suburbs of Latakia governorate, causing 
severe material damage to the mosque building, putting it out of service. The village 
was under the control of armed opposition groups at the time of the incident.

On Wednesday, January 15, 2014, government artillery fired several shells at the al 
Bassam Mosque in Sheikh Maskin city in the northern suburbs of Daraa governor-
ate, causing moderate material damage to the mosque building and minaret. The 
city was under the control of armed opposition groups at the time of the incident.

On Friday, January 17, 2014, government warplanes fired a missile near a mosque 
in Madyara village in the Eastern Ghouta in east of Damascus Sububrs governor-
ate, causing considerable material damage to the mosque building, putting it out of 
service. The village was under the control of armed opposition groups at the time 
of the incident.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fhwYy1JnkM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJdBT4XygOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbRnn99Kivw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz5aSE2r6pI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qh6wNUJ0GfE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qh6wNUJ0GfE&feature=youtu.be
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On Friday, January 17, 2014, government artillery fired several shells at the al Quds 
Mosque in the Palestinian displaced persons Camp in the eastern suburbs of Da-
raa governorate, causing significant material damage to the mosque building and 
destroying its minaret, putting it out of service. The area was under the control of 
armed opposition groups at the time of the incident.

On Saturday, January 18, 2014, government tanks fired several shells near the 
Sheikh Khalil Mosque in Daraa al Balad area in the center of Daraa city, causing 
moderate material damage to the mosque building. The area was under the control 
of armed opposition groups at the time of the incident.

On Saturday, January 18, 2014, government helicopters dropped a barrel bomb at 
the Afar Mosque in Karm al Myassar neighborhood in east of Aleppo city, causing 
significant material damage to the mosque building and destroying its minaret, put-
ting it out of service. The neighborhood was under the control of armed opposition 
groups at the time of the incident.

On Sunday, January 19, 2014, government tanks fired two shells at al Hidaya 
Mosque in Rankous town in the northern Damascus Suburbs governorate, causing 
significant material damage to the mosque building and minaret. The town was un-
der the control of armed opposition groups.

On Sunday, January 19, 2014, government tanks fired shells at Ali Bin Abi Taleb 
Mosque in Rankous town in the northern Damascus Suburbs governorate, causing 
moderate material damage to the mosque building and furniture. The town was un-
der the control of armed opposition groups at the time of the incident.

On Monday, January 20, 2014, government artillery fired several shells in the area 
around al Iman Mosque in al Nashabiya town in the Eastern Ghouta in east of 
Damascus Suburbs governorate, causing moderate material damage to the mosque 
building. The town was under the control of armed opposition groups at the time of 
the incident.

On Thursday, January 30, 2014, government helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on 
al Rahman Mosque in Daraya city in southwest of Damascus Suburbs governorate, 
causing partial destruction of the mosque. The city was under the control of armed 
opposition groups at the time of the incident.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hm0W6FEZstE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fewhWNlS1Do&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zx8urJA_IcQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zx8urJA_IcQ&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Oabb0WKi_6T5y3NdDAiUSrj0ung2jsU_/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=szpuINg07Zg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=szpuINg07Zg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nur0y9TKic8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6d0YK96rMTI&feature=youtu.be
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- Schools:
On Tuesday, January 7, 2014, government helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on a 
primary school in Babbila town in south of Damascus Suburbs governorate, almost 
completely destroying the southern end of the building, as well as almost complete 
destroying its southern and eastern perimeter walls, putting it out of service. The 
town was under the control of armed opposition groups at the time of the incident.

On Wednesday, January 8, 2014, government warplanes fired a missile at the sec-
ondary school in Seyda town in the eastern suburbs of Daraa governorate, causing 
significant damage to the school building and furniture, putting it out of service. The 
town was under the control of armed opposition groups at the time of the incident.

On Sunday, 19 January 2014 Government warplanes bombed a primary school in al 
Haydariya neighborhood, east of Aleppo, partially destroying the school’s walls and 
its main gate. The neighborhood was under the control of armed opposition groups 
at the time of the incident.

On Tuesday, January 28, 2014, government helicopters dropped a barrel bomb near 
the Abdul Qader Aswad School in the Karm al Tahan neighborhood in east of Alep-
po city, causing partial damage to the school building, putting it out of service. The 
neighborhood was under the control of armed opposition groups at the time of the 
incident.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_5-L5rsuO6jmfHBQ_YMq9O5QX9EPc2NG/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6no-fSR0fu4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUEoHdyJ1AY&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ONwa4pklLklBkD8SZZoZvhGtx506luVG/view


   www.sn4hr.org  -   info@sn4hr.org5

On Friday, January 31, 2014, government helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on 
Noor al Haq School in al Mashhad neighborhood in east of Aleppo city, causing ex-
tensive damage to the school building, putting it out of service. The neighborhood 
was under the control of armed opposition groups at the time of the incident.

- Medical facilities:
On Thursday, January 2, 2014, government warplanes fired a missile at the field 
hospital in Saraqeb city in the eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate, resulting in the 
death of a doctor, in addition to causing significant damage to the hospital building 
and equipment, putting it out of service. The city was under joint control by armed 
opposition groups and al Nusra Front at the time of the incident.

On Saturday, January 4, 2014, government helicopters dropped two barrel bombs 
near al Tajammu’ medical center known as the dispensary in Beit Sahm city in the 
southern Damascus Suburbs governorate, causing partial destruction to the center 
building, in addition to causing significant material damage to its equipment, put-
ting it out of service. The city was under the control of armed opposition groups at 
the time of the incident.

On Friday, January 17, 2014, a government warplane fired a missile at the National 
Hospital in Ma’aret al Numan city in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, 
causing extensive damage to the hospital building putting it out of service. The city 
was under joint control between the armed opposition groups and al Nusra Front at 
the time of the incident.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUfUO5rL5gM&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JTYB5UmFPlIIvWuCUznkZH9ElwHJi9Wy/view
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On Saturday, January 25, 2014, government warplanes fired a missile at al Siddieq 
Hospital in Ma’aret al Numan in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, causing 
partial damage to some rooms and the parking lot, as well as causing significant dam-
age to the windows at the western side of the hospital. The city was under joint control 
between the armed opposition groups and al Nusra Front at the time of the incident.

On Tuesday, January 28, 2014, government helicopters dropped a barrel bomb at 
Kafr Zeita Specialized Hospital, known as the fifth field hospital in Kafr Zeita city 
in the northern suburbs of Hama governorate, causing significant destruction to the 
intensive care ward, as well as destroying some medical equipment, putting the 
hospital out of service. The city was under the control of armed opposition groups 
at the time of the incident.

On Tuesday, January 28, 2014, government warplanes fired a missile at al Jalaa 
Health Center in al Myassar neighborhood in east of Aleppo city, causing partial 
damage to the center building, putting it out of service. The neighborhood was un-
der the control of armed opposition groups at the time of the incident.

- Markets:
On Thursday, January 9, 2014, government artillery fired mortars at a popular mar-
ket known as the Thursday market in Ma’aret al Numan in the southern suburbs of 
Idlib governorate, causing significant damage to the market facilities. The city was 
under joint control between the armed opposition groups and al Nusra Front at the 
time of the incident.

On Tuesday, January 28, 2014, government helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on 
the vegetable market in Karm al Myassar neighborhood in east of Aleppo city, caus-
ing significant material damage to a number of shops. The neighborhood was under 
the control of armed opposition groups at the time of the incident.

- Means of transport:
On Tuesday, January 21, 2014, government helicopters dropped a barrel bomb on a 
bus stop used by civilians in the Jisr al Haj area in al Fardous neighborhood in east 
of Aleppo city, causing significant material damaged to the center building, as well 
as burning a number of buses. The neighborhood was under the control of armed 
opposition groups at the time of the incident.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dY6i7tBlmDc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dY6i7tBlmDc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvaslfrMVu8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7B_czddzV0&feature=youtu.be
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B. ISIS:
- Medical facilities:
On Friday, January 3, 2014, militiamen affiliated with ISIS raided the field hospital 
of the Martyr Osama Ablaq in a village in the suburbs of Latakia, which was under 
the control of the armed opposition groups. The ISIS members destroyed the hospi-
tal equipment, putting it out of service.

C. Armed opposition groups:
- Power stations and energy sources:
On Friday, January 3, 2014, members affiliated with armed opposition groups blew 
up a gas pipeline running to the Tishreen thermal station in al Baytariya area in 
the eastern Qalamoun mountains in the northwest Damascus Suburbs governorate, 
using IEDs, causing the destruction of three metal pipelines of around 250 meters 
in total length which were used to transport the gas, putting these pipelines out of 
service. The area was under the control of armed opposition groups at the time of 
the incident.

III. Conclusions and recommendations
According to international humanitarian law, indiscriminate, deliberate or dispro-
portionate attacks are unlawful, with the government forces’ targeting of schools, 
hospitals, places of worship and furnaces demonstrating a blatant disregard for even 
the minimum standards of international humanitarian law and UN Security Council 
resolutions.
Meanwhile, extremist organizations and some other armed groups have also target-
ed some of these facilities. Indiscriminate bombing constitutes a violation of inter-
national humanitarian law and is tantamount to a war crime.

Recommendations:
UN Security Council:
• A comprehensive arms embargo should be imposed on the Syrian government, in 
view of its flagrant violations of international law and UN Security Council resolutions.
• The countries that supply weapons to the Syrian regime and groups that have been 
proved of committing crimes against civilians should be categorized as accomplices 
in these crimes, along with all suppliers and distributors involved in supplying and 
providing access to materials used to perpetrate them.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URWwYxqkszg&feature=youtu.be

