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There are three crimes that took place in the same area. While the most major crime 
was perpetrated January 29, 2013, it was followed by greatly similar incidents 
where prisoners or activists were executed and their dead bodies were tossed in the 
river.

The first massacre: January 29, 2013
The second massacre: March 11, 2013
The third massacre: March 13, 2013

The massacre of Bostan al Qasern neighborhood

The massacre of Bostan al Qaser neighborhood 
Date of incident: January 29, 2013
A report by: The Syrian Network for Human Rights

Bostan al Qaser neighborhood is one of the first neighborhoods that joined the 
peaceful uprising. A large number of martyrs have been killed since the beginning 
of the peaceful movement of the Syrian uprising.

Location on the map

According to Ammar Al Halabi’s account, a media activist from Aleppo:
“At 09:00 AM, our office started receiving report about dead bodies found in Qweik 
River at al Sendyana bridge. Initially, we were told that there were 25 dead bodies. 
We went to the river where most of Bostan al Qaser battalions from the Free Army 
were, as they also received the same news we did. We started pulling out the dead 
bodies. My college was filming, but a sniper stationed on the government radio 
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building targeted him, where the bullets almost hit him. Afterwards, we collected 
and took the dead bodies to al Zarzour hospital, as well as other makeshift hospitals 
in Bostan al Qaser, in cars. The dead bodies were handcuffed and shot in the head, 
mostly in the eye, and plastic bags were put on their head. Most of the dead bodies 
were freshly killed except for a number of dead bodies who still had their clothes 
on, and some of them still had their rings and shoelaces, which suggests that they 
weren’t at a security branches. There weren’t any women. After the hospital, we 
took the dead bodies to the forensics and then we placed them in a school so people 
can come and identify them.”

The eyewitness can be found on Skype
ammar-alhalabi
Another eyewitness tells us his testimony as he was present when the dead bodies 
were being pulled out from the river, Abu Nedal, the eyewitness, is a media activist 
and he is still alive:
“We received the news in the morning, and we found out the first batch. There were 
59 bead bodies in handcuffs. Some of them were disfigured and sign tortures were 
apparent on them. A second batch, 22 dead bodies, was pulled out later. After we 
pulled out the dead bodies, we took them to the medical point in Bostan al Qaser 
and al Zarzour hospital, and the people came to recognize them.”

The eyewitness can be found via Skype: abo.alnedal2

We, at SNHR, documented 87 citizens, through contacting residents and activists, 
including three children:

1- Mohammad Rihawi ben Munir, al Sukkari, Aleppo, was abducted 15 days prior

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LvHSTm3GXY&feature=youtu.be
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBQVhEUHAxSDBVZ2c/edit
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2- Amer al Sunkari ben Abd al Karim, 30-yaear-old, al Sukkari, Aleppo
3- Mohammad Najjar ben Yahya, 27-year-old, al Maghayer, Aleppo, has two kids, dis-
appeared five days ago, when he was going to collect around 350,000 Syrian pounds
4- Mohammad Badwi ben Abdurrahman, Bostan al Qaser, Aleppo
5- Haj Mohammad Ma’rouf, Bostan al Qaser, Aleppo, mentally retarded
6- Adib Motasem, al Kallasa, Aleppo, went missing about 15 days ago
7- Mahmoud Ramadan, al Ansari, Aleppo, was arrested by the Air Force intelli-
gence 20 days ago, and was being held at their branch
8- Child Mohammad Rib Batash, 15-year-old, Al Mash-had, Aleppo, went missing 
three days ago
9- Majed Khashan ben Abd al Majid, 38-year-old, Al Etha’a, Aleppo, went missing 
in New Aleppo neighborhood three days ago
10- Hazem Thibou, al Ansari, Aleppo, has been missing since last Tuesday when he 
was on his way back from his father’s house in al Sayed Ali, married and has three 
daughters
11- Mohammad Nadim Safi, 33-year-old, Bostan al Zahra, Aleppo, went missing 
four days ago in al Forqan
12- Ahmad Hamwi, 26-year-old, al Sukkari, Aleppo, was missing for one day, as he 
was heading for Jam’iyet al Zahraa, he was two daughters and one son
13- Mohammad Eqbal Khadija, 25-year-old, al Sukkari, Aleppo, went missing in 
the occupied areas last Monday
14- Child Wael Khadija, 11-year-old
15- Child Fayez Naolo, 15-year-old, al Sukkari, Aleppo, has been missing for a week
16- Walid Hamami ben Abd al Salam, 57-year-old, al Sukkari, Aleppo, has been 
detained at the Air Force Intelligence branch for 12 days
17- Walid Hamami ben Abd al Salam, 37-year-old, al Sukkari, Aleppo, has been 
detained at the Air Force Intelligence branch for 12 days
18- Omar Saqla’eq, 47-year-old, al Mashatiya, Aleppo, mentally retarded
19- Mohammad Dahhala, Aleppo
20- Zakariya Agha ben Ahmad, Aleppo
21- Mohammad Wa’eth ben Ahmad, Aleppo
22- Mohammad Wa’eth ben Abd al Latif, Aleppo
23- Ibrahim ben Mohammad Senan, Aleppo
24- Yousef Awida, Aleppo
25- Anas Jamal, Aleppo
26- Yousef Jalilati, Aleppo, was detained at Bab Jnein checkpoint
27- Mohammad Daqqi, Aleppo

http://www.sn4hr.org
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   www.sn4hr.org  -   info@sn4hr.org4

28- Muhsen Abd al Qader ben Ali, Aleppo
29- Mohammad Kousa, Aleppo
30- Mohannad Hamnadoush, Aleppo
31- Mohammad Kaj, Aleppo
32- Mohammad Qattan, Aleppo
33- Mohammad Ksah, Aleppo
34- Abdou Meqresh ben Yahya, Aleppo, has been missing for a while in al Rashi-
deen neighborhood
35- Anas Barghout, Aleppo, has been missing for 22 days
36- Hussein Haj Hussein, Aleppo
37- Mohammad Daya, 27-year-old, Aleppo
38- Ahmad al Bash ben Nathir, 17-year-old, Aleppo, has been missing for one day 
in Al Isma’iliya neighborhood
39- Muhi al din al Bash, Aleppo, has been missing for one day in al Isma’iliya 
neighborhood
40- Mohammad Khalil Ghazala, 30-year-old, Aleppo, has been missing since Jan-
uary 13, 2013
41- Ahmad Qattan, Aleppo, was arrested at a mobile store in Bab Jnein by civilians
42- Mohammad Fa’ez Safwan Naolo, Aleppo, has been missing for 10 days before 
it was found out that he was detained at a Political Security checkpoint
43- Hasan Ahmad Sallou, 18-year-old, Tal Ref’t, Aleppo, his work field is mobile 
phones, has been missing for a period of time
44- Mohammad Droubi, Aleppo
45- Mohammad Hamdan, Aleppo
46- Abdurrahman Subhi, Aleppo
47- Samer Sabrin, Aleppo
48- Mohammad Sha’ban Mustafa, Aleppo
49- Unidentified name, defected military personnel, Aleppo
50-87- Unidentified 38 names who couldn’t be recognized due to the sever disfigur-
ing on their dead bodies, or because they were from remote areas or from different 
Syrian governorates. The following pictures give an idea on the number of victims
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Appendixes and Attachments
1- Videos documenting and showing the massacre victims

2- An account by one of the residents
3- Pictures of the massacre martyrs

Pictures showing the residents pulling out the dead bodies

The residents identifying the dead bodies

4- Videos showing funerals for the martyrs

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5ytSGVtMFs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2VSb95kLcY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqVQQhTe5z4&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnfiORZtnes&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AECdhbFdU9c&feature=youtu.be
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBbGJFS1NDREhvaW8/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBQlkwOC1Wang4QkU/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aKgYDIRMeA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lPsWuzXbIB4&feature=youtu.be
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBa2VLSUdSd1JLeG8/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBTTc5TmFXNnVoaGs/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBdlhWSndlckJJNTQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBYnhseWdqaU9fdXM/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aKgYDIRMeA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZzeXDV8PiTE&feature=youtu.be
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBNjJvX0c0N1ZBd0U/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBYlg4ejBDaXZxdmc/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBY3BrNEdEcllXdEk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBdm5vQ1I4bkJtbGc/edit
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Videos showing the residents burying the massacre martyrs

Videos showing al Janaza Prayer 

The second incident
Date of incident: March 11, 2013
The incident saw 16 martyrs who were pulled out from Qweik river. They were 
field-executed, and signs of torture were clear on the dead bodies.
A testimony by an eyewitness who was present when the dead bodies were being 
pulled out. He is called ibn Al Hurraya (Son of Freedom), and he is still alive:
“At 07:00, the river levels were low, and the day before, the river was almost too 
high. We anticipated that they would be dead bodies after last time. We tried to pull 
the dead bodies, but the sniper on the radio building starting shooting at us. We 
managed to pull out 16 dead bodies with signs of torture on them. Most of the dead 
bodies were shot in the head and had plastic bags on their heads as if they were at a 
detention center.”
The eyewitness can be found on Skype
Amc.ria7al.Abn
We documented a total of 16 martyrs. However, we couldn’t identify their names 
as they were severely disfigured, and because they were from remote and different 
areas and governorates.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2b-o1cz2L58&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qL3XGdlW9m0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkuXnYno74Q&feature=youtu.be
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Proofs and Attachments
Videos showing the residents burying the massacre martyrs

A testimony by an eyewitness

Pictures from the massacre

The third incident
Date of incident: March 13, 2013
A testimony by an eyewitness who was present at the neighborhood when the dead 
bodies were being pulled out. He is called ibn Al Hurraya (Son of Freedom). The 
eyewitness is still alive and can be found on Skype: Abn.al7ria.amc
“Today, we pulled out eight more dead bodies from the Al Shuhadaa river( River 
of the Martyrs) “Formerly known as Qweik river”. They looked absolutely horri-
fying. Some of them was melted using acid and other had his head internals pulled 
out. There are still more dead bodies in the river that the residents couldn’t pull out 
because of the sniper on the radio building that kept shooting on the people. We 
managed to pull out eight disfigured, due to torture, dead bodies that had a tape on 
their mouths, and two martyrs with a bullet in the head. Some of the bodies were 
torn apart. 

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wy3MkyOV7Mg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=soEeeyrwzkE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTpoIxBBFFg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wy3MkyOV7Mg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TY8SkW8kVfg&feature=youtu.be
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBYkdZN1BkSkNaZDA/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBYkdZN1BkSkNaZDA/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBRDdfeVFpc2ItTzA/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBakljc0tsWTRZQkE/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBYnBRNGpnUHZEbXM/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBaVU5bDFjcGxzU00/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBZXpQNWphMmJzQlE/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBN1gxZ3owWDJtYk0/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBcmZUM2FvYVFEbXM/edit


   www.sn4hr.org  -   info@sn4hr.org8

We documented a total of eight martyrs. However, we couldn’t identify their names 
as they weren’t from the area

As a human rights organization that is concerned with defending human rights, we, 
at SNHR, strongly condemn this historic massacre and all the massacre that are 
perpetrated in Syria, where Syrian people are being massacre on the hour. We hold 
the Syrian government fully and directly responsible for this massacre and any re-
percussions it might lead to.
The size of the massacre, the nature of the frequent massacres, the excessive use 
force in these massacres, the indiscriminateness of the bombing, and the coordinat-
ed approach of the attacks can’t be but based on high orders and a state policy

Recommendations
The Syrian government
1- Stop all Human Rights violations immediately.
2- Respect its international commitments that includes the protection of civilians in 
the time of war, and respect the rules of international humanitarian law and interna-
tional human rights law.

Human Rights Council
1- Demand the Security Council and the concerned international institutions to 
shoulder their responsibilities in regard to what is happening to Syrian people like 
murder, arrest, rape, and displacement.
2- Apply pressure on the Syrian government to cease murder, torture and release all 
kidnapped persons.
3-   Hold Syrian government’s allies and supporters- Russia, Iran, and China- mor-
ally and materially responsible for what is happening to the children of Syria.
4- Give the disastrous situation of victims’ families in Syria greater interest and 
seriousness.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sM9AC4jOLa4&feature=youtu.be
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The Security Council
1- Adopt a resolution to refer all perpetrators and criminals to the International 
Criminal Court.
2- Warn the Syrian government about the ramifications of severe acts and systemat-
ic murder and send a clear massage regarding this case.

The Arab League
1- Ask the Human Rights Council and the United Nations to give the case of daily 
murder its right of interest and follow-up.
2- Give the case the serious and great interest and follow-up, and try to give the 
victims’ families psychological, material and educational care.
3- Press politically and diplomatically on the main Syrian regime allies- Russia, 
Iran and China-   to ban them from providing the international and political cover 
and protection of all committed crimes against the Syrian people and to hold them 
morally and materially responsible for all Syrian government violations.

http://www.sn4hr.org

