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First: Executive Summary
Violations against media activist in February 2015 are as 
follows:
- First: Killing: SNHR documented the killing of three 
media activists as follows:
- Government forces: killed two media activists
- Armed opposition factions: killed one media activist
- Second: Arrest and Kidnapping: We recorded 11 kidnap-
ping and arrest cases as follows:
- Government Forces: arrested two media activists
- Extremist groups:
ISIS: Kidnapped one media activist and was released later
An-Nussra Front: Kidnapped three media activist; two of 
whom were released later
- Armed opposition: Kidnapped four media activists who 
were all released later
- Unidentified groups: Kidnapped one media activist
- Third: Injuries: We recorded that four media activists 
were injured as follows:
 - Government forces: injured one media activist
- Armed opposition: Injured three media activists
- Fourth: Violations against properties
- Government forces: one case
- Armed opposition: one case

Monday 2  March 2015

393 media activists have 
been killed from the 
beginning of the Syrian 
revolution until the end 
of February 2015
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Second: Introduction
 Media reality in Syria has become a dangerous unsuitable working environment 
for professional independent journalism as more and more crimes and violations are 
being perpetrated against media activists and journalists, in addition to the growing 
void in the media scene and the weapon’s dominance over the power of word, the 
commitment to the principles and ethics of journalism have been considerably un-
dermined, credibility, accuracy, and objectivity in covering the news have all been 
hugely disregarded, facts and truth are obscured, the difficulty to monitor the news 
is increasing, and politicized media is growing stronger at the expense of the inde-
pendent journalism.

Obstacles and difficulties facing human rights and media activism are increasing, in 
synchronization with lack of reliability which reached a critical and dangerous lev-
el. This situation manifests itself significantly through a media chaos, contradictory 
and misleading information. Politicization and militarization of media and the con-
tinuous bleeding of most of the media experts on the grounds – hundreds of media 
activists were lost, whether they were killed, arrested, kidnapped, fled out of fear or 
seeking livelihood were among the main reasons behind this huge deterioration of 
media reality.

The lack of protection and serious efforts to protect the freedom of media, the un-
safe environment amid the critical security conditions and ongoing violations and 
crimes against media activists, and the lack of professional independently-financed 
media institutions that can offer professional training and employment chances for 
media activists are the most notable challenges and obstacles in the field of media 
today in Syria. These obstacles prevent media from being able to keep up with the 
rapid and complicated development on many levels which results in it being incapa-
ble of playing its integral and vital role of monitoring and reporting news.
As we face this harsh reality that lacks the foundations of the free professional me-
dia and the results of hiding the truth, silencing mouths, and obscuring facts, SNHR 
affirms the necessity of taking serious and immediate actions to save what could 
be saved in Syria and renews its condemnation of all the violations against media’s 
freedom and truth-covering regardless of the involved parties and its kind or mag-
nitude. SNHR also stresses the importance of respecting media work, insuring the 
safety of those who are working in that vital field, and paying them special consid-
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eration. The perpetrators of violations against journalists, activists, and media ac-
tivists must be brought to justice and the International Community, represented by 
the Security Council, should shoulder its responsibilities to protect media activists 
in Syria.

Third: Details
A. Government forces
Extrajudicial killing
1- On Tuesday 17 February, 2015 the me-
dia activist Ahmad Al-Albi, member of Aj-
Jabha Ash-Shamiya media office, was killed 
by government forces while he was covering 
the clashes at the borders of Ratyan village in 
Aleppo northern suburbs.
Al-Albi was known for covering clashes 
across Aleppo and its suburbs and highlight-
ing the tragic stories of Aleppo residents in 
light of the bombing and battles.

2- On Tuesday 17 February, 2015, the media activist Abdou Al-Maf’lani died of 
wounds sustained a few days earlier when he was covering the battle of the libera-
tion of Al-Kahrbaa’ checkpoint in Daraa suburbs – Ash-Shaikh Miskean city.

Injuries
1- On Monday 2 February, 2015, Al-Jazeera 
photographer Abu-Bakr Al-Haj Ali was in-
jured by government forces’ bombing of the 
channel office in Daraa city – Daraa Al-Balad 
neighborhood. Our team spoke to Abu-Bakr 
and he told us that the barrel bombs were 
dropped two meters away from the office 
about 11:40 AM and heavily destroyed the 
office and equipment. He said also that he 
was about to leave the office but he couldn’t.
Abu-Bakr was transferred to a hospital in Jordan for treatment. This is the fourth 
time Abu-Bakr Al-Haj Ali, Al-Jazeera channel photographer, was injured.
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Pictures show the destruction in Al-Jazeera media office in Daraa city

Arrest and kidnapping
1- On Sunday 15 February, 2015, the Swed-
ish journalist Joakim Medin and the trans-
lator Sabri Omar, in addition to a worker at 
Yekîtiya Ragihandina Azad, were kidnapped 
by government forces at a security check-
point while they were covering events in Qa-
mishlou city. They reached the checkpoint 
by mistake as they took a wrong route. They 
were released later on Saturday 21 February, 
2015.
The Swedish journalist Joakim Medin

The translator Sabri Omar

B. Extremist groups
ISIS:
Kidnapping
On Tuesday 27 January, 2015, ISIS forces kidnapped the media activist Abulfarouq, 
reporter for the Syrian Center for Media “Theqqa”, and member of Al-Hassaka 
Youth Union as they were entering Syria from Tal Abyad border crossing under 
the pretext that they were carrying a camera without having a license. They were 
released on 3 February, 2015.

Other violations
On Monday 9 February, 2015, ISIS pub-
lished a video footage entitled: “Inside Alep-
po” which showed the British journalist John 
Cantlie talking about ISIS’s power and con-
trol in Aleppo suburbs – Al-Bab city. ISIS 
used Cantile to make this report despite the 
fact that he is still forcibly detained by ISIS.
The British journalist
The video
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An-Nussra Front:
Kidnapping:
1- On Monday 16 February, 2015, An-Nussra Front arrested two reporters who 
work for Smart News Agency (Abd Qentar and Mustafa Qentar) as they were enter-
ing Ain Larouz village in Idlib suburbs. They were released on the same day.
Abd Qentar
Mustafa Qentar

2- On Tuesday 24 February, 2015, An-Nussra Front arrested the media activist 
Nedal Houran from his residence in Idlib suburbs – Tal Ammar village.

C. Armed opposition
Extrajudicial killing
On Tuesday 17 February, 2015, Hassan Ab-
dullah, a director at Manar channel, was 
killed by armed opposition groups while he 
was with Hezbollah militias in Aleppo north-
ern suburbs. The killing took place during 
clashes.

Injuries
1- On Thursday 12 February, 2015, Ahmad Shamsadin, cameraman for Al-Alam 
Channel, was shot by armed opposition forces in Aleppo – Az-Zahraa town while 
he was covering clashes.

2- On Sunday 14 February, 2015, two of Al-Ikhbariya As-Surriya channel personnel 
(the reporter Rabiyaa Dibbya and the technician Mohammad Jamal) were injured 
by shrapnel from a mortar shell that was fired by armed opposition groups in Daraa 
suburbs – Der Al-Adas town. This happened while the channel team was preparing 
a report on government forces taking over the town.
The reporter Rabea’ Dibbya
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Kidnapping
On Monday 9 February, 2015, armed men, affiliated with the Unified Judicial Cen-
ter in Arbeen, raided the media center of Irbeen coordination where four media 
activists were kidnapped –Zakwan Kahhala, Abdussatar Sh-sharaf, Samer Ash-
Shaikh Hassan, and Nezar Al-Haj Ali- they were detained at a place very close to 
the battlefront which exposed their safety. Also, their families weren’t allowed to 
visit them according to the coordination statement on its Facebook page.
The media activists were released later on 14 February, 2015 after all the charges 
were dropped and they were proven innocent. The Unified Judicial Center, which 
issued the arrest warrant, is affiliated to a number of armed opposition factions in 
Damascus suburbs – Eastern Ghouta. The arrest warrant was issued on account of 
the serious charges that threatens security in Ghouta as the Center claimed.
Irbeen coordination statement

The Judicial memorandum that was issued by the Unified Judicial Center in Irbeen 
and included the names of the media activists who were wanted for interrogation.

D. Unidentified groups
Kidnapping
On Friday 6 February, 2015, the media activist Austin Tice’s family announced that 
Austin has disappeared near Damascus on 14 August, 2012 at the hands of unknown 
armed group. The family still believes that Austin is alive and has launched a media 
campaign demanding his release.
Austin, 33-year-old, is a freelance journalist who cooperated with McClatchy News, 
Washington Post, CBS, and others. He also worked with France Press news agency, 
BBC, and Associated Press.
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