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I. Introduction
Media activism in Syria is continuously deteriorating 
in light of many international organizations not paying 
enough attention to what is happening in Syria and the 
notable decline in media coverage over the last year com-
pared with previous years.
SNHR publishes a monthly report documenting the viola-
tions against media activists who play a prominent role in 
the civil movement and the armed conflict.

It should be noted that a journalist is a civilian accord-
ing to the international humanitarian law regardless of his 
nationality. Any attack directed against a journalist is con-
sidered a war crime. However, when a media activist gets 
close to action-heavy zones, he is responsible for his own 
actions where targeting him in such case would be seen as 
collateral damage. Also, he would lose the right to protec-
tion if he was involved in military operations. We believe 
that media activists must be respected whether they have 
identification papers as media workers or don’t consider-
ing the many difficulties they encounter to acquire these 
papers.

Fadel Abdul Ghani, chairman of SNHR, says:
“Media activism is especially important because it often 
sheds light on string of various crimes that are taking place 
on a daily basis. Therefore, we record the violations per-
petrated by conflicting parties in our monthly reports on 
violations against media activists.”
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SNHR emphasizes that serious and quick steps must be taken to save media activ-
ism in Syria and renews its condemnation of all violations against the freedom 
of media activism regardless of the perpetrators. The freedom of media must be 
respected and the workers in the media field must be protected and particularly 
considered. All individuals involved in violations against journalists and media ac-
tivists must be held accountable. The international community, represented by the 
Security Council, must act upon its responsibilities in order to protect civilians and 
media activists in Syria.

II. Methodology
According to SNHR’s methodology, a civilian journalist is anyone who plays a 
notable role in reporting and publishing news. He is not necessarily impartial as a 
journalist should be.

In case a civilian journalist carried a weapon and was directly engaged in offensive 
military operations, he is no longer deemed a citizen journalist whereas it is pos-
sible that he would be referred to as a civilian journalist again provided he retires 
completely from military action.

This report draws upon SNHR archive and the investigations conducted by the Net-
work in addition to accounts by victims’ families, information from local activists, 
and analyzing the pictures and video footages that we have been receiving and ar-
chiving in our records since 2011.

to read more about SNHR methodology in documenting victims: 

In light of the security and logistic difficulties to access all the areas where viola-
tions take place, it is worth noting that these statistics and incidents are only the bare 
minimum of the actual magnitude of crimes and violations that happened.

III. Executive Summary
Violations against media activists in August 2016 are as follows:
A. Extrajudicial killing: SNHR documented the killing of 13 media activists as 
follows:
- Government forces: killed 11 media activists, one of whom died due to torture.
- Russian forces: killed two media activists

http://www.sn4hr.org
http://sn4hr.org/public_html/wp-content/pdf/english/SNHR_Methodology_en.pdf
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B. Injuries: We recorded 28 injuries as follows: 
- Government forces: 17 injuries
- Russian forces: 10 injures
- Extremist Islamic groups: 
ISIS: one injury
C. Arrest and release: We recorded three arrests; two of the arrested individuals 
were released later:
- Extremist Islamic groups:
ISIS: One arrest case that was released later
- Armed opposition factions: One arrest case that was release later
- Self-management forces: One arrest case
D. Missing: We recorded one case of an individual that went missing
E. Other violations against media activists: We recorded one case of assault 
against a group of media activists at the hands of armed opposition factions.

IV. Details
A. Government forces (Army, security, local militias, Shiite foreign militias)
- Extrajudicial killing
Monday 1 August 2016, media activist Aghiad Eyad Badawi was killed by a shell 
fired by government forces tanks. The shell fell near him as he was covering clashes 
between government forces and armed opposition factions on the battlefront of Al 
Sharfa village in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate.

Aghiad, a photographer for the media 
office of Al Hussein battalion, affiliated 
to Ahrar Al Sham movement which is 
one of the armed opposition factions, 
from Binnish city in the suburbs of 
Idlib governorate, born in 1998, has a 
secondary education certificate, single.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhUHUzYzduMkMyVE0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhNXR1UDJBN3ppNUk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhNXR1UDJBN3ppNUk
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Tuesday 2 August 2016, media activist Ahmad Khaled Hallaq was killed by govern-
ment forces warplanes that fired a missile at a building where Ahmad was  to cover 
clashes between government forces and armed opposition factions on the battlefront 
of the carton factory near Al Manyan neighborhood in the west side of Aleppo city.

Ahmad, known as Ahmad Abulbaraa, 
reporter for Al Boraq Media institution 
and a photographer for Failaq Al Sham, 
an armed opposition faction, from 
Sarmada town in the suburbs of Idlib 
governorate, born in 1996, has a high 
school diploma, married.

SNHR contacted Abdullah Mohammad, a friend of the media activist Ahmad Khaled 
Hallaq’s via Facebook, who told us:

“While the media activist Ahmad was covering clashes between govern-
ment forces and armed opposition factions on the battlefront of Manyan 
in Aleppo city, a missile fell near him after it was fired by government 
forces warplanes. Consequently, a number of shrapnel hit Ahmad in 
most of his body parts and especially his head which led to his death.”

Tuesday 2 August 2016, media activist Mohammad Hasan Talha was killed by gov-
ernment forces warplanes that fired a missile near him as he was covering clashes 
between government forces and armed opposition factions on the battlefront of the 
carton factory in the western outskirts of Aleppo city.

Mohammad, a photographer for Nour Al Din Zenki, an armed opposition faction, 
from Ein Jara town in the suburbs of Aleppo governorate born in 1997, has a sec-
ondary education certificate, single.

SNHR contacted the media activist Mahmoud Talha, Mohammad’s cousin, via Fa-
cebook, and he told us:

“Around 4:30 PM on Tuesday 2 August, while Mohammad was with his 
colleague Ahmad Abulbaraa covering clashes from one of the carton fac-
tory building, the building was bombed by government forces warplanes 
with a number of missiles which destroyed the building. The armed op-

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhMlgzM2lJRUpHbEU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhbTBsZ1ZHY0ZfbXM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhbTBsZ1ZHY0ZfbXM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhQzdRMXRDZXB2WUk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhbTBsZ1ZHY0ZfbXM
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position tried to pull out his dead body from the rubbles but they couldn’t 
until ten days later. The bombing disfigured his features.”

Tuesday 2 August 2016, media activist Mohammad AbduRazzaq, was killed by a 
missile fired by government forces warplanes that fell near him as he was covering 
clashes between government forces and armed opposition factions on the battle-
front of the Jam’yat Al Sahafeyin area in Aleppo city.

Mustafa, a photographer for Failaq Al Sham, an armed opposition faction, from Al 
Atareb city in the suburbs of Aleppo governorate, born in 1994, has a high school 
diploma, a husband and a father.

SNHR contacted the media activist Wasim Darwish, a friend of the media activist 
Mustafa Mohammad AbduRazzaq’s, via Facebook, and he told us:

“On Tuesday 2 August, as Mustafa was documenting clashes between 
armed opposition factions and government forces in Jam’yat Al Sa-
hafeyin area in Aleppo city, he was hit by shrapnel from a missile that 
government forces warplanes fired. The shrapnel caused critical injuries 
to hid bodies and he died on the sport.”

Tuesday 2 August 2016, media activist Ibrahim Khalil Al Ghawi was killed by a 
barrel bomb shrapnel that was dropped by government forces helicopters near him 
as he was covering the bombing of government forces warplanes and helicopters in 
Al Rashidein neighborhood in Aleppo city. His dead body was found later buried in 
Al Mansoura town. His family moved his dead body to his city.

Ibrahim, known as Abulbaraa, a photographer for Failaq Al Sham, an armed op-
position faction, from Al Atareb city in the suburbs of Aleppo governorate, born in 
1999, has a secondary education certificate, single.

Sunday 7 August 2016, media activist Ahmad Subhi Sanda was killed by shrapnel 
from a government forces artillery shell as he was covering clashes between gov-
ernment forces and armed opposition factions on the battlefront of Al Ramousa in 
Aleppo city.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Ahmad, known as Abu Subhi, a pho-
tographer for Jaish Al Islam, an armed 
opposition faction, from Al Kallasa 
neighborhood in Aleppo city, born in 
1997, has a secondary education certifi-
cate, single.

Sunday 7 August 2016, media activist Udai Salah Al Dandoush was killed by a gov-
ernment forces sniper that shot him in his loin. The sniper, who was was stationed 
at Project 3000 Apartments in Aleppo governorate, shot Udai as he was covering 
clashes between government forces and armed opposition factions on the battle-
front of Project 1070 Apartments in Al Hamdaniya neighborhood in Aleppo city.
Udai, a photographer for Jaish Al Tahrir, an armed opposition factions, from Kafr 
Nobbul city in the suburbs of Idlib governorate, born in 1992, studies law, single.

Monday 8 August 2016, media activist Munthir Al Mbayed died due to bleeding for 
a long period of time after he was shot by a government forces sniper in his thigh.
Munthir was shot as he was covering clashes between govermnet forces and armed 
opposition factions on the battlefront of Al Marj in Eastern Ghouta in Damascus 
suburbs governorate. His colleagues weren’t able to aid him because of the heated 
clashes.

Munthir, a photographer for Jaish Al Is-
lam, an armed opposition faction, from 
Douma city in Damascus suburbs gov-
ernorate, born in 1996, has a secondary 
education, single.

Monday 12 August 2016, we were informed that the Syrian regime notified the fam-
ily of Mohammad Sukkar that he died due to torture inside Sydnaya military prison. 
It should be noted that Mohammad was arrested by Air Force Intelligence from his 
place of residence in Damascus city on Wednesday 14 November 2012.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhbWZYU3RRaEh3ZkU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhekdqTW1zcV9BeDQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhekdqTW1zcV9BeDQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhd2lEdVJ0R0dEQ2s
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhYjJIdHNBVFpyVHM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhOC12dDd3MXJ6RjQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhOC12dDd3MXJ6RjQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhMWtnRnJzWV9NNDg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhbWZYU3RRaEh3ZkU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhOC12dDd3MXJ6RjQ
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Mohammad, known as Abu Hesham Al Shami, a media activist and a member of Al 
Salihiya coordination in Damascus city, from Al Salihiya neighborhood in Damas-
cus city, he was aged 21-year-old at the time of the arrest.

Saturday 27 August 2016, media activist Taha Shawkat died of wounds sustained by 
a number of shrapnel in his head after government forces fired a long range surface-
to-surface rocket at Darat Izza city, located in Aleppo governorate and is under the 
control of armed opposition factions. Taha was killed as he was covering the war-
planes’ bombardment on the city.

Taha, an independent photographer 
and field-activist, from Darat IZza city 
in the suburbs of Aleppo governorate, 
22-year-old, a first-year law student, 
single.

Sunday 28 August 2016, media activist Hussein Muhyi Al Din Al Ali was killed by 
shrapnel that his him in the head after government forces warplanes fired a missile 
near his home as he was on the roof covering the aerial bombardment on Talbisa 
city, located in the suburbs of Homs governorate and is under the control of armed 
opposition factions.

Hussein, known as Al Wa’ar, a pho-
tographer for Al Jazeera Mubasher TV 
channel, from Talbisa city in the sub-
urbs of Homs governorate, 22-year-old, 
has a high school diploma, married, has 
not children.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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- Injuries
Wednesday 3 August 2016, media activist Ahmad AbduRazzaq Razouq was injured 
in his chest by shrapnel from a shell fired by government forces artillery as he was 
covering clashes between government forces and armed opposition factions on the 
battlefront of Al Ramousa in Aleppo city.

Ahmad, a photographer for the Al Fawj Al Awwal, an armed opposition faction, 
from Aleppo city, 23-year-old, a first-year student at the teachers’ institute, married.

Thursday 4 August 2016, media activist Ahmad Abdullah Barbour was injured by 
shrapnel in his head and right hand in addition to rupture in his left eardrum after 
the Syrian/Russian regime (investigation are still ongoing to determine the perpe-
trator party precisely) fired a missile near him as he was covering clashes between 
government forces and armed opposition faction on the battlefront of Project 1070 
Apartments in Al Hamdaniya neighborhood in Aleppo city.
Ahmad, in charge of the live streaming at Orient News TV channel, from Ariha city 
in the suburbs of Idlib governorate, born in 1985, married and a father.

SNHR contacted Ahmad Abdullah Barbour via Facebook:

“I was injured on the battlefront of the southwestern suburbs of Aleppo 
in Project 1070 Apartments by three superficial shrapnel in the head, 
one in my right hand, and a rupture of 3-millimeters diameter in my left 
hand as warplanes bombed the area I was at along with another media 
activists using missiles.”

Thursday 4 August 2016, media activist Milad Fadel sustained wounds in his head 
and a number of bruises all over his body after the Syrian/Russian regime (inves-
tigation are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party precisely) warplanes 
fired a missile near him as he was covering clashes between government forces and 
armed opposition factions on the battlefront of Project 1070 Apartments in Al Ham-
daniya neighborhood in Aleppo city.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUha3NaSk9OeEpzWDA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhZl9nc3dtdWdMM2s
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Milad, a reporter for Al Jazeera TV 
channel, from Ihsim town in the sub-
urbs of Idlib governorate, born in 1987, 
fourth-year university student at the 
faculty of literature – French language 
department, married.

Thursday 4 August 2016, media activist Mohammad Khair Najib Hak sustained 
wounds in his head, hands, and left leg, after Syrian/Russian regime (investigation 
are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party precisely) warplanes fired a mis-
sile near him as he was covering clashes between government forces and armed 
opposition factions on the battlefront of Project 1070 Apartments in Al Hamdaniya 
neighborhood in Aleppo city.

Mohammad, a photographer for Al Ja-
zeera TV channel, from Aleppo city, 
born in 1993, has a high school diplo-
ma, single.

SNHR contacted the media activist 
Mohammad Khair Najib Hak via Face-
book:

“I was with a group of media activist covering the ongoing clashes in the 
western suburbs of Aleppo when we were spotted by surveillance planes 
which was followed by a number of airstrikes. We hid in the basement of 
a building but the building was targeted with tens of airstrikes and artil-
lery shells which partially destroyed it. We were trapped for nine hours. 
I sustained wounds in my head, hand, and my left thigh because of the 
bombing.”

Thursday 4 August 2016, media activist Aref Mohammad Watad was injured by 
shrapnel all over his body after Russian/Syrian regime (investigation are still ongo-
ing to determine the perpetrator party precisely) warplanes fired a missile as he was 
covering clashes between government forces and armed opposition factions on the 
battlefront of Project 1070 Apartments in Al Hamdaniya neighborhood in Aleppo city.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Aref, a photographer for Orient News 
TV channel, from Ariha city in the sub-
urbs of Idlib governorate, born in 1994, 
has a secondary education certificate, 
married.

SNHR contacted the media activist Aref Mohammad Watad via Facebook:
“I was injured in Project 1070 Apartments in Aleppo city as I was cover-
ing the preparation ahead of the raiding of the artillery faculty, my injury 
was in my hands and my back and some small shrapnel in different parts 
of my body”

Thursday 4 August 2016, media activist Mustafa Mohammad Jomaa sustained 
bruises in his chest after a tank shell fired by government forces tanks fell near him 
as he was covering clashes between government forces and armed opposition fac-
tions on the battlefront of Al Amairiya in the suburbs of Aleppo governorate.

Mustafa, reporter for Akhbar Alan TV 
channel, from Kafr Zita city in the 
suburbs of Hama governorate, born in 
1990, a third-year student at the faculty 
of media in Al Zahraa University in Ga-
ziantep city in Turkey, married.

SNHR contacted media activist Mustafa Mohammad Jomaa via Facebook:
“As I was covering ingoing clashes between government forces and 
armed opposition factions no the battlefront of Al Amiriya city in the 
southern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, government forces artillery 
fired a number of shells at the area where I was. One of the shells de-
stroyed the armor I was using and my chest bones were bruised.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Thursday 4 August 2016, media activist AbdulAziz Ahmad Qetaz sustained bruises 
in his chest and burns in both of his hands after Russian/Syrian regime (investiga-
tion are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party precisely) warplanes fired a 
missile near him as he was covering clashes between government forces and armed 
opposition factions on the battlefront of Project 1070 Apartments in Al Hamdaniya 
neighborhood in Aleppo city.

AbdulAziz, independent photographer, from Ma’aret Al Nu’man city in the suburbs 
of Idlib governorate, 17-year-old, has a secondary education certificate, single.

SNHR contacted the media activist AbdulAziz Ahmad Qetaz via Facebook:
“While I was working with a team of media activist on covering clashes 
between armed opposition, on one side, and the regime forces and the 
supporting sectarian militias, on the other side, on the battlefront of Pro-
ject 1070 Apartments in Aleppo city, a number of artillery shells and 
aerial missiles fell near where we were which resulted in an injury in my 
chest by a shrapnel and burns in both of my hands. One of the paramed-
ics put bandages on my hand.”

Thursday 4 August 2016, media activist Mu’ath Al Shami sustained burns in his 
back and was injured by shrapnel in his head after Russian/Syrian regime (inves-
tigation are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party precisely) warplanes 
fired a missile near him as he was covering clashes between government forces and 
armed opposition factions on the battlefront of Project 1070 Apartments in Al Ham-
daniya neighborhood in Aleppo city.

Mu’ath, independent photographer 
and media activist, from Irbeen city 
in the Damascus subrubs governorate, 
24-year-old, second-year university 
student at the faculty of commerce and 
economics, single.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhN2VZbjJ4SlV0Rzg
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhZEt0ZDNxX29ncTA
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SNHR contacted the media activist Moath Al Shami via Facebook:
“As we were covering the battles that aimed to break the siege of Aleppo 
city and while we were inside Project 1070 Apartments on the outskirts 
of Al Ramousa neighborhood and the weaponry faculty in Aleppo city, 
we were trapped for more than nine hours inside one of the building 
because of the artillery and warplanes bombing where more than 100 
missiles and 20 airstrikes were carried out in the area. One of the shells 
hit the basement where I was along with a group of media activists which 
resulted in mild injures in my head and slight burns in my back.”

Friday 5 August 2016, media activist Hussein Ismail Al Dghiem was injured by 
shrapnel in his head and shoulder from a government forces artillery shell as he was 
covering clashes between government forces and armed opposition factions on the 
battlefront of Al Sharfa in the southern suburbs of Aleppo governorate.

Hussein, a photographer for the media office of Jaish Al Islam, an armed opposition 
faction, from Jarjanaz town in the suburbs of Idlib governorate, born in 1997, has a 
high school diploma, single.

Wednesday 10 August 2016, media activist AbdulQader Mohammad Lahib was 
wounded in his right leg and foot after Russian/Syrian regime (investigation are 
still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party precisely) warplanes fired a missile 
near him as he was covering the bombing on the western neighborhood of Ma’aret 
Al Nu’man city, located in the suburbs of Idlib governorate and is under the control 
of armed opposition factions.

AbdulQader, photographer for Division 13, an armed opposition faction, from 
Ma’aret Al Nu’man city in the suburbs of Idlib governorate, born in 1993, a student 
at the teachers’ institute which is affiliated to the interim Syrian government, single
SNHR contacted the media activist AbdulQader Mohammad Lahib via Facebook:

“While I was documenting the government forces warplanes’ bombing 
on Ma’aret Al Nu’man city, I got a moderate injury in my right leg and a 
mild injury in my right hand after some rocks flew in the air because of 
the bombing, but there was no shrapnel.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Friday 12 August 2016, media activist Taher Izzdin Al Omar was wounded in dif-
ferent part of his body after Russian/Syrian regime (investigation are still ongoing 
to determine the perpetrator party precisely) warplanes fired a missile near him as 
he was covering clashes between government forces and armed opposition factions 
on the battlefront of Al Ramousa neighborhood in Aleppo city.

Taher, a reporter and program host at Al Suri Al Hor TV channel, from Deir Ez-
Zour city, 36-year-old, has a certificate in law, single.

SMHR contacted the media activist Taher Izzdin Al Omar via Whatsapp:
“While I was covering clashes between armed opposition factions and 
regime forces supported by the sectarian militias on the battlefront of Al 
Ramousa in Aleppo city, the Russian warplanes carried out a number of 
airstrikes and one of the missile resulted in wounds in my back, chest, 
hands, and my upper jaw was broken.”

Sunday 14 August 2016, media activist Ahmad Hamed Al Yousuf was injured by 
shrapnel in his head after government forces helicopters dropped a barrel bomb near 
him as he was covering clashes between government forces and armed opposition 
factions on the battlefront of Al Hwyez in the western suburbs of Aleppo governo-
rate.

Ahmad, a photographer for Failaq Al Sham, an armed opposition faction, from Tal 
Mardeikh town in the suburbs of Idlib governorate, 20-year-old, has a high school 
diploma, single.

SNHR contacted the media activist Ahmad Hamed Al Yousuf via Facebook:
“On Sunday 14 August, I was along with a number of media activist cov-
ering clashes between armed opposition factions and the regime forces 
and its militias on the battlefront of Al Hwyez. A number of barrel bombs 
were dropped on the area by the regime warplanes, and one of the barrel 
bombs fell near me which resulted in an injury in my head because of the 
shrapnel. I was bandaged later.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhNURWVER3N2t0QTg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhNWVwYTNVUHhqMkU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhNWVwYTNVUHhqMkU
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Tuesday 16 August 2016, media activist Ahmad Mohammad Al Hmoud was injured 
by shrapnel from a barrel bomb dropped by government forces warplanes near him 
in Saif Al Dawla neighborhood, located in Aleppo city and is under the control of 
armed opposition factions. The shrapnel caused fractures in his hand.

Ahmad, known as Shamel Al Ahmad, a photographer for Aleppo media center, from 
Aleppo city, born in 1980, a student at the industrial institute, married and a father 
of three.

SNHR contacted the media activist Fadi Al Halabi, a friend of the media activist 
Ahmad Mohammad Al Hmoud, via Facebook:

“While Ahmad was in his car with his wife in Saif Al Dawla neighbor-
hood in Aleppo city, a barrel bomb was dropped by helicopters near the 
car, and one of the shrapnel caused fractures in Ahmad’s hand while 
other shrapnel got into his backs and are now close to his lungs.”

Monday 22 August 2016, media activist Marwan Salim Al Daher, was deeply 
wounded in his left hand after government forces warplanes fired a missile near his 
place of work in Al Farhaniya village, located in the suburbs of Homs governorate 
and is under the control of armed opposition factions.

Marwan, the media director at Ataa Association for Relief and Development, from 
Talbisa city in the suburbs of Homs governorate, 33-year-old, has a certificate from 
the faculty of literature – French Language department and a certificate from the oil 
institute, married and a father.

SNHR contacted Saifllah Al Ahmad, a relative of the media activist Marwan Salim 
Al Daher’s, via Facebook:

“While Marwan was at his work in Ataa Association for Relief and De-
velopment in Al Farhaniya village in Homs suburbs, government forces 
warplanes carried out a number of airstrikes on the village, one of the 
missiles fell near the Association headquarter and Marwan was wound-
ed in his left hand and was taken to the central hospital in Talbisa city 
for treatment.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhSjdydjRPRlJEUUU
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhZ2hkb2syRDRtamM
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Wednesday 24 August 2016, media activist Fawwaz Mohammad Nader Jwyed was 
injured by shrapnel in his left thigh and most of his body after government forces 
warplanes fired missiles on the battlefront of Um al Qar’ Hill in the suburbs of 
Aleppo governorate as he was covering clashes between government forces and 
armed opposition factions.

Fawwaz, a reporter for Theqqa agency, from Al Zarba town in the suburbs of Aleppo 
governorate, 24-year-old, a second-year student at the faculty of science – depart-
ment of physics, single.

SNHR contacted the media activist Fawwaz Mohammad Nader Jwyed via Face-
book:

“As I was going with the rebels to cover the battle on Um Al Qar’ hill 
where the regime forces advanced and I filmed the only route that was 
used by civilians to enter and leave Aleppo city, the warplanes carried 
airstrikes on the area which caused wounds, one of the shrapnel went 
into my left thigh and is still there. ”

Saturday 27 August 2016, media activist Ahmad Mahmoud Aziza was wounded in 
his left side after government forces helicopters dropped a barrel bomb near him 
as he was covering the barrel bombs bombing on Bab Al Nayrab neighborhood, 
located in Aleppo city and is under the control of armed opposition factions, by 
government forces helicopters.

Ahmad, a reporter and photographer for Aleppo News Network, from Aleppo city, 
born in 1998, has an elementary education certificate, single.

SNHR contacted the media activist Ahmad Mahmoud Aziza via Facebook:
“I was at Bab Al Nayrab neighborhood watching the helicopters when a 
helicopter dropped a barrel bomb on the neighborhood so I headed there 
to cover the massacre that occurred because of the bombing and when 
I got there another barrel bomb was dropped 10 meters away from me. 
The shrapnel from the barrel bomb cause multiple injures in my head, 
left hand, left hand, and the pelvic area. I was taken to a hospital for 
treatment.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
http://sn4hr.org/public_html/wp-content/pdf/english/SNHR_Methodology_en.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhSTktbmhyT29FcG8
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Sunday 28 August 2016, media activist Anas Adnan Al Sleik was injured in his right 
hand after a mortar shell fell near him that was fired by government force artillery as 
he was covering clashes between government forces and armed opposition faction 
on the battlefront of Hosh Nasri in Damascus suburbs governorate.

Anas, known as Abu Hassan I’lam, a photographer for Jaish Al Islam, an armed op-
position faction, from Douma city in Damascus suburbs governorate, 18-year-old, 
has an elementary education certificate, single.

B. Russian forces
- Extrajudicial killing
Monday 1 August 2016, media activist 
Mohammad Sayed Hasan, was killed 
by shrapnel that hit his head and up-
per and lower limps after a missile was 
fired by an alleged Russian warplane 
near him, Sunday 24 July 2016, as he 
was covering the bombing by the war-
planes on Al Atareb city, located in the 
suburbs of Aleppo governorate and is 
under the control of armed opposition 
factions.

Mohammad, editor-in-chief of Naba’ e-journal and reporter for All4syria website, 
from Al Atareb city in the suburbs of Aleppo governorate, born in 1962, has a high 
school diploma, married and a father.

Sunday 14 August 2016, media activist Qusai (His last name was concealed by his 
family for security reasons) was killed by shrapnel that hit him in different part of 
his body after a bombing by alleged Russian warplanes near him as he was cover-
ing clashes between government forces and armed opposition factions on the bat-
tlefront of Jam’yat Al Zahraa’ in Aleppo city.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Qusai, known as Abu Ali Jarabuls, a 
photographer for Ahrar Al Sham Move-
ment, an armed opposition faction, 
from Jarabuls in the suburbs of Aleppo 
governorate, born in 1994, student at 
the dentistry institute, single.

- Injuries
Saturday 16 August 2016, media activist Abulbaraa Al Idlibi (His name was con-
cealed for security reasons) sustained mild wounds and bruises in a cluster munition 
explosion. The cluster munitions were dropped by alleged Russian warplanes on 
Saraqeb city in the suburbs of Idlib governorate.

Abdulbaraa, media activist who works with Qasyoun agency and Idlib media cent-
er, from Saraqeb city, born in 1989, single.

SNHR contacted Abulbaraa Al Idlibi via Facebook:
“I went to Saraqeb to cover the ruthless Russian campaign that has been 
ongoing for four days. Around 5:00 I was at the eastern neighborhood 
and suddenly I heard a missile exploding in the city and the cluster bombs 
started exploding all around me. The cluster submunition exploded and 
hit a two-floor building nearby and the wood and glass starting to fall off 
on me. I didn’t expect I would survive but, thank God, I only had some 
bruises”

Saturday 13 August 2016, media activist Sami Mustafa Al Raj was hit by a shrapnel 
in his right leg that caused a hairline fracture in his leg in addition to a deep wound 
after an alleged Russian warplane bombed a missile near him as he was covering 
the bombing on Al Jyna village, located in the suburbs of Aleppo governorate and 
is under the control of armed opposition factions.

Sami, an independent photographer and media activist, from Anadan city in the 
suburbs of Aleppo governorate, 25-year-old, a first-year university student at the 
faculty of literature – department of Arabic language, married and has kids.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhV2VVaWtZSWdfRms
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhLVdFanRFblFRaXM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhLVdFanRFblFRaXM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhcWZnRXcxUzZOcjg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mAZ6BiMbUhLVdFanRFblFRaXM
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SNHR contacted the media activist Sami Mustafa Al Raj via Facebook:
“I was injured in the Russian warplanes’ bombing on Al Jyna village in 
the western suburbs of Aleppo by a shrapnel that went into my right leg 
and caused a hairline fracture and a wound that needed 14 stiches.”

Sunday 14 August 2016, media activist Jehad Mohammad Teit was injured by 
shrapnel in his hand and shoulder after alleged Russian warplanes fired a missile 
near him as he was covering clashes between government forces and armed opposi-
tion factions on the battlefront of Jam’yat Al Zahraa in Aleppo city.

Jehad, a reporter for Aleppo Al Yaum TV channel, from Byanoun town in the sub-
urbs of Aleppo governorate, born in 1993, a first-year law student, single.

SNHR contacted the media activist Jehad Mohammad Teit via Facebook:
“While I was working with my colleagues on covering the clashes be-
tween armed opposition factions and the regime forces supported by its 
sectarian militias on the front of Jam’yat Al Zahraa in Aleppo city, Rus-
sian warplane targeted us with multiple missile airstrikes. One of the 
shrapnel from a missile that fell near me hit me in my hand and shoul-
der.”

Sunday 14 August 2016, media activist 
Mohammad Al Ash was injured under 
his arm by shrapnel from a missile fired 
by alleged Russian warplanes as he was 
covering clashes between government 
forces and armed opposition factions 
on the battlefront of Jam’yat Al Zahraa 
in Aleppo city.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Mohammad, known as Abu Obayda, reporter for Theqa agency and the media office 
of Kafr Hamra town, from Kafr Hamra town in Aleppo governorate, born in 1994, 
a first year law student at Free Aleppo University, single.

Saturday 20 August 2016, media activist Bilal Abu Mu’men (his name was con-
cealed for security reasons) by a shrapnel in his right leg after a missile loaded with 
cluster submunition that was fired by alleged Russian warplanes fell near him as he 
was in Saif Al Dawla neighborhood, located in Aleppo city and is under the control 
of armed opposition factions.

Belal, a news editor for Al Boraq media institution, from Aleppo city, born in 1987, 
has a certificate from the faculty of literature-  department of Arabic Language.

SNHR contacted Belal Abu Mu’men via Facebook:
“On Saturday 20 August, while I was in Saif Al Dawla neighborhood in 
Aleppo, the neighborhood was targeted by Russian warplanes. One of 
the missiles fell near me and one of the shrapnel hit my right leg where 
the shrapnel went through my leg and came out of the other side.”

Saturday 20 August, media activist Jomaa Khaled Mousa was injured in his left eye 
and right leg by shrapnel from a missile loaded with cluster bombs fired by alleged 
Russian warplanes near him as he was covering the bombing on Saif Al Dawla 
neighborhood, located in Aleppo city and is under the control of armed opposition 
factions.

Jomaa, known as Jomaa Al Khattat, independent photographer and media activist, 
from Aleppo city, born in 1977, has a secondary education certificate, married and 
a father
.
SNHR contacted the media activist Jomaa Khaled Mousa via Facebook:

“While I was documenting the bombing on Saif Al Dawla neighborhood 
in Aleppo city by the Russian warplanes that were using missile loaded 
with cluster bombs, a missile fell near me, and a shrapnel hit me in the 
lower part of my leg which resulted in a fracture and I needed surgery 
in the same leg. Also, I was hit by other shrapnel but the most significant 
injury was four shrapnel hitting my left eye which damaged my sight.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Saturday 20 August 2016, media activist Mohammad Hesham Boudqa was injured 
in his right leg, upper jaw, and left hand by shrapnel from a missile loaded with 
cluster munition that was fired by alleged Russian warplanes as he was covering the 
bombing on Saif Al Dawla neighborhood, located in Aleppo city and is under the 
control of armed opposition factions.

Mohammad, independent photographer and media activist, from Aleppo city, 
26-year-old, fourth-year student at the information engineering faculty, married and 
has kids.

SNHR contacted the media activist Mohammad Hesham Boudqa via Facebook:
“On Saturday 20 August, as I was with a group of media activists in Saif 
Al Dawla neighborhood in Aleppo to cover the bombing on the neigh-
borhood by Russian warplanes, a missile fell near me and I was hit by 
a number of shrapnel in my right leg, left hand, and one shrapnel in my 
upper jaw.”

Saturday 20 August, media activist AbdulHamid Yousuf Abu Mreish was injured 
by a number of shrapnel in his body after a missile loaded with cluster munition 
was fired by alleged Russian warplanes as he was covering the bombing on Saif Al 
Dawla neighborhood, located in Aleppo city and is under the control of armed op-
position factions.

AbdulHamid, photographer for Beroya media institution, from Aleppo city, 30-year-
old, has a high school diploma, married.

SNHR contacted the media activist AbdulHamid Yousuf Abu Mreish via Facebook:
“I was injured while I was in Saif Al Dawla neighborhood in Aleppo to 
cover the cluster munition bombing by Russian warplanes when the an-
other airstrike was carried out and I was injured in five different parts of 
my body: left leg, right thigh, right knee, abdomen, and my lower back. 
The most severe injury was the one in my abdomen.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Saturday 20 August 2016, media activ-
ist Ahmad Islam (His last name was 
concealed for security reasons) in his 
left hand by shrapnel and sustained 
bruises in most of his body after a mis-
sile loaded with cluster munition was 
dropped by alleged Russian warplanes 
near him as he was covering the bomb-
ing on Saif Al Dawla neighborhood, 
located in Aleppo city and is under the 
control of armed opposition factions.

Ahmad, photographer for Beroya media institution, from Aleppo city, 20-year-old, 
has a secondary education certificate, single.

SNHR contacted the media activist Ahmad Islam via Facebook:
“While I was with a group of media activist in Saif Al Dawla neighbor-
hood in Aleppo to cover the bombing on the neighborhood by Russian 
warplanes, I was wounded in my left hand and bruised in most of my 
body after a missile loaded with cluster munition fell near me”

Saturday 20 August 2016, media activist Alaa Al Din Mahmoud Sharif was injured 
in his abdomen and right hand with shrapnel from a missile loaded with cluster 
munition that was fired by alleged Russian warplanes near him as he was covering 
the bombing on Al Mash-had neighborhood, located in Aleppo city and is under the 
control of armed opposition factions, by warplanes.

Alaa Al Din, reporter for Aleppo Al 
Yaum TV channel, from Saif Al Dawla 
neighborhood in Aleppo city, 29-year-
old, a first-year university student at 
the faculty of literature – department of 
English language, single.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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SNHR contacted the media activist Alaa Al Din Mahmoud Sharif via Facebook:
“I was in Al Mash-had neighborhood in Aleppo city when warplanes 
carried out cluster airstrikes on Saif Al Dawla neighborhood so I imme-
diately went there to cover the bombing and help treating the wounds as 
I used to work before with the civil defense and gained some experience 
in aiding. After about two minutes, there was a second airstrike and a 
missile fell near me, some of the shrapnel injured me in my right hand 
and my abdomen. I underwent a surgery in my abdomen that lasted for 
three hours.”

C. Extremist Islamic groups
ISIS (Self-proclaimed the Islamic State)
- Arrest and release
Monday 12 August 2016, ISIS arrested the media activist Baraa Al Assali, from Al 
Assali neighborhood in Damascus city, and released him on the same day after he 
was brutally beaten and tortured. Consequently, Baraa was transferred to a hospital 
in Damascus city for treatment.
Baraa is a media activist who works at Al Assali Al Dimashqi neighborhood coordi-
nation and a member of the neighborhood’s reconciliation’s committee, he is from 
Damascus city.

- Injuries
Monday 15 August 2016, a landmine exploded near the media activist Abd Al Ilah 
Ahmad Al Nahar as he was covering the ongoing clashes between ISIS and armed 
opposition factions on the battlefront if Al Ra’ie town in the suburbs of Aleppo gov-
ernorate which led to the amputation of his left leg and also wounds in his left hand. 
It should be noted that ISIS implanted these landmines at an earlier time. 

Abdul Al Ilah is a photographer for So-
qour Al Jabal battalion, an armed oppo-
sition faction, he is from Kafr Nobbul 
city in the suburb ofIdlib governorate, 
19-year-old, has an elementary educa-
tion certificate, single.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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SNHR contacted the media activist Abd Al Ilah Al Nahar via Facebook:
“As I was covering clashes between ISIS and armed opposition factions 
on the battlefront if Al Ra’ie town, I stepped on a landmine that was 
planted by ISIS on the outskirts if Al Ra’ie town. The explosion forced 
to me to have my left leg amputated. Also, I was moderately wounded in 
my left hand.”

D. Armed opposition factions
- Arrest and release
Wednesday 3 August 2016, Ahrar Al Sham Movement arrested the media activist 
Abdullah Abu Taha (his surname was concealed for security reasons) when he was 
heading for Binnish city in the suburbs from Sarmein city, located in the suburbs 
of Idlib governorate and is under the control of armed opposition factions. The ar-
rest came over accusations of sympathizing with ISIS and promoting the extremist 
group. He was kept at Ahrar Al Sham prison in Binnish city and was released on 
Monday 8 August 2016.

Abdullah, independent photographer and media activist, from Sarmein city in the 
suburbs of Idlib governorate, born in 1996, has a secondary education certificate, 
single.

- Other violations against media activists
Sunday 28 August 2016, a group affiliated to Jaish Al Nasser, an armed opposition 
faction, assaulted and insulted a group of media activist who were covering the ar-
rival of families and fighters who were forcibly immigrated from Darayya city in 
Damascus suburbs governorate by the Syrian regime. The incident took place at Al 
Sawamea’ area in Qal’at Al Madyeq city, located in the suburbs of Hama governo-
rate and is under the control of armed opposition factions.

SNHR contacted media activist and Orient News TV channel reporter Mohammad 
AL Faisal via Facebook:

“I was with a group of media activists at Al Sawamea’ area in Qalat 
Al Madyeq city in the suburbs of Hama to cover the arrival of fighters 
and families who were forcibly immigrated from Darayya city. When the 
buses arrived a number of Jaish Al Nasser fighters prohibited us from 
filming and covering what is happening under the pretext that there were 
women and we complied. After the buses passed through and people 
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came off, we asked them if we can meet the fighters and civilians, but, 
to our surprise, this was met by an aggressive and unnecessarily violent 
response and they prohibited us from covering the incident and assaulted 
a number of media activist including the team of Orient News TV chan-
nel, they beat us with their hands and the bottom of their weapons and 
they broke the Channel cameraman’s, Omar Haj Qaddour camera. They 
also said some inappropriate and insulting remarks.”

E. Self-management forces (Primarily consisting of the Democratic Union Par-
ty, a branch for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party):
- Arrest
Tuesday 16 August 2016, Self-management forces (Primarily consisting of the 
Democratic Union Party, a branch for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party) the media ac-
tivist Barzan Shikhmous in Amouda city in the suburbs of Al Hasaka governorate.

Barzan, a reporter for Yekiti Media, from Amouda city in the suburbs of Al Hasaka 
governorate.

F. Unidentified groups
- Missing
In Early-July 2016, the media activist Yamen Al Halwani went missing in Idlib city. 
His fate is still unknown to SNHR as well as his family as of this writing.

Yamen, a member of the Union of the Syrian Revolution Coordination, from Al 
Wa’er neighborhood in Homs city.

V. Recommendations
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights:
To condemn the targeting of media activists in Syria and sheds light on their sacri-
fice and suffering.

Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Repub-
lic:
To conduct investigations that focuses on the targeting of media activists given their 
vital role in recording incidents in Syria.
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The Security Council:
To work on fighting the policy of impunity by referring the cases in Syria to the 
International Criminal Court.

International and Arabic media institutions:
To advocate their colleagues in the field of media by publishing periodic reports that 
shed light on their daily suffering and memorialize their sacrifice. Also, they must 
contact their families to console them.

Finally, all parties have to respect the international humanitarian law with respect to 
the protection of civilians and especially media activists and their equipment.
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