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Syrian government are killing hundreds of Syrian people every day in addition to 
hundreds of other people who are injured. Those who survived cannot go to govern-
ment hospitals out of fear of getting arrested or killed.
Therefore, many doctors forced to work in makeshifts hospitals which have simple 
medical equipment, and conduct many surgeries to individuals who were injured by 
bombardment, sniping, or torture. All of this expose doctors, paramedic and phar-
macist to pursuit by Syrian government in which they are deemed as a criminals and 
more dangerous than the armed persons just because they are heling the injured and 
wounded persons.

The great percentage of targeting medical personnel is an indicator of this, as SNHR 
has documented, from the beginning of the Syrian revolution until 31/1/2013, 169 
martyrs of personnel of the medical field including 77 doctors, 33 pharmacists, 59 
paramedics which include six women, 18 deaths due to torture, and six who were 
field-executed.

The indicator of targeting them systematically by Syrian government is that they 
were tortured more than other victims in addition to the killing of 18 medical activ-
ists due to torture.

The Syrian government had executed six of them inside makeshift hospitals when 
they stormed cities and makeshift hospitals and found doctors and paramedics who 
were treating the injured. We have six accurate documented cases in different areas.
The link contains all details, names, pictures, videos, dates and the distribution of 
them across Syrian governorate:

The detainees:
There are about 194 thousand detainees, and SNHR have documented the arrest of 
3000 medical personnel including 600 doctors that have been arrested from differ-
ent Syrian governorate. The indicator of targeting them systematically is that there 
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are 18 individuals who were killed due to severe torture and there are 11 detainees 
of the Syrian Red Crescent who are still inside prisons. SNHR had received infor-
mation which suggest that they were arrested because they are paramedics.

The most prominent martyrs of doctors:
Dr. Mohammad Nour Maktabi
The Air intelligence in Aleppo city had arrested him for five months as he worked 
on helping the wounded and the injured in the makeshift hospitals which the Syrian 
government sees as a major charge according to. He was subjected to systematic 
and brutal torture resulting in his death due to torture. His body was given to his 
family on 15/11/2012. The doctor is married and has five children.

Khaldoun Al Sawah
A field- doctor, from Al Khalidiyeh in Homs, he practiced medicine in the hardest 
conditions. He was a relief activists and helped saving souls. He moved between Al 
Rastan, Al Za’farana, Karm Al Zaitoon and Deir Ba’alba. He died by army bullets 
on 5/4/2012.
Dr. Khaldoun as he relieved a girl shot by a bullet.

Dr. Ahmad Al Ftieh:
From Deir Ez-Zour city, he contributed effectively to the relief of the injured and 
the wounded and establishing makeshift hospitals in Damascus neighborhood. On 
his last days, he moved between Mua’damiyet Al Sham and Daraya to treat injured 
persons. He died on 28/11/2012 as the Syrian Army forces observed his car and 
targeted him deliberately in Al Mua’damiyeh.

Dr. Issa Ajaj
Political activist, was a regime opponent before the popular uprising, he was ar-
rested many times with charges regarding his political opinions. He was fired from 
Daraa national hospital by a decision of the Intelligence. After the popular uprising, 
he was arrested two times by the Air Intelligence with charge of relief the injured of 
the protests. He was subjected to severe torture and was threaten to be killed if he 
treated the injured. The forces run out their threat and assassinated him as he got out 
of his house in Daraa on 1/9/2012.
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Arrested doctors:
Dr. Omar Mohammad Ma’moon Arnos was arrested along with his wife Dr. Mariya 
Al Jokhdar and his little son (two years and a half) without any charge, on 7/10/2012.
Picture of Dr. Omar Arnos

Dr. Omar is a relief activist. Has a master. He teaches in a private university in Da-
mascus and was preparing for his doctoral thesis in dentistry.

Dr. Mohammad Basheir Arab
Laboratory Doctor, born in 1980, a lonely child. Former detainee in 2004 for 11 
months. He was tried in the Supreme State Security Court because of his activities 
in Aleppo city. After several months of the popular uprising, he participated in the 
peaceful field activities as protest., etc. then he was prosecuted for long time and 
he working for six months under an alias. He was arrested on 1/11/2012 along with 
his friends. Leaked news suggested that he had been subjected to systematic and 
brutal torture. As a result, on 12 January, he was taken to Al Mojatahid hospital in 
Damascus where he died.
The most prominent martyrs of paramedics:

 Kakam Daraq Al Seba’e
 Kakam Hatim Daraq Al Seba’e, a youth, 27-year-old. Graduated from business ad-
ministration faculty, a lonely child, he is a volunteer for the Red Crescent. He took 
first aid courses and psychological rehabilitation courses.

On 7/9/2012, He was injured as he treated an injured person in Bustan Al Diwan 
neighborhood as the ambulance was shot. He was shot by nine bullets and died after 
a week of his injury.

Ziyad Abu Salah
Ziyad Abdul Qader Abu Salah, from Al Khalidiyeh, 16-year-old. The youngest vol-
unteer of the Red Crescent. Died due to the indiscriminate bombardment on Al 
Khalidiyeh neighborhood as he relieved the injured of Al Khalidiyeh massacre on 
4 February 2012.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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The most prominent paramedic detainees:

 Sultan Jamal Sultan:
A youth, born in 1989, from Al Qaryatain in Homs, a dentist with a grading of “very 
good”, trainers and paramedic in the Red Crescent. He was arrested while he went 
to do his duty in the Red Crescent at the checkpoint of Al Fakhora neighborhood 
where he had lived, on 23/9/2011. He suffered from respiratory problems (asthma).
 
Jihad Hakimi
He was arrested at the checkpoint of the cultural center in Homs on 11/5/2012, 
while he was going to relief the injured. He is still imprisoned.

Osama Al Madbak
The paramedic Osama was arrested in Damascus city on 29/7/2012. SNHR con-
firmed that he was arrested as he is affiliated to the Syrian Red Crescent and because 
he relieved the injured

Mohammad Ra’ed Al Taweil
He is from Damascus city, and arrested on 11/8/2012. He is still arrested as of this 
writing.

Mahmoud Khabyeh and Emad Al Hajjeh
The two paramedic, Mahmoud Khabyeh and Emad Al Hajjeh, were arrested in 
Douma city on 2/12/2012, during the official mission of the Syrian Red Crescent. 
They are still arrested.
 
 Condemnation and liability:
We are in SNHR as an independent Syrian national organization concerned with de-
fending human rights hold the head of the Syrian regime the Commander in Chief of 
the Armed Forces Bashar Al Asad responsible for killing medical personnel, target-
ing them directly and torturing them as he is the responsible for the orders for these 
acts. We deem all Syrian government elements directly responsible in addition to its 
supporter governments like Russian, Chines, and Iranian and Hezbollah brigades, 
and we hold them responsible for all crimes which amount to crimes against human-
ity and its ramifications according to Rome statute.  Furthermore, these crimes are 
deemed as a direct targeting of civilians and they hold all ramifications of Syrian 
people, particularly martyrs’ families.
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We demands the Security Council, the United Nations, the states’ members, Doctors 
without Borders organization and all concerned organizations in medical case to act 
quickly to protect civilians in Syria, and they hold responsible for the killing along 
with Syrian regime if they do not support Syrian people, so they must bear their 
legal and moral responsibilities and accelerate steps to refer the perpetrator of these 
massacre to the International Criminal Court.  
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