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UN Must Monitor Syria Ceasefire, 
Syrian Activists Warn, as New Report on 
Russia War Crimes in Syria Surfaces

Joint Statement

Thursday, January 26, 2017
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The Syrian Network for Human Rights, founded in June 2011,
is a non-governmental, non-profit independent organization
that is a primary source for the United Nations on all death
 toll-related statistics in Syria

[26 January] The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR) today released a new report, 
Rain of Fire, documenting 78 cases of incendiary weapons use by Russian forces in Syria, 
in direct violation of international humanitarian law. The nature and extent of Russia’s 
involvement in Syria’s conflict is further evidence that Russia cannot serve as a neutral 
monitor or enforcer of Syria’s ceasefire—a role best reserved for the United Nations.

“Russia is a proven party to the Syrian conflict. Russia cannot be trusted to objectively 
monitor and enforce Syria’s ceasefire,” SNHR Chairman, Fadel Abdul Ghany, warned. 
“If Russia is committed to making the ceasefire succeed, then it must agree to an 
independent and impartial monitoring mechanism, led by the United Nations with 
independent monitors on the ground – anything less only risks condemning the ceasefire 
to failure.”  
 
“Syrians are desperate for the current ceasefire to hold, so that a political solution may 
emerge. But as we have seen repeatedly in past ceasefires, an end to the violence will 
only take place when the ceasefire is independently, impartially monitored and rigorously 
enforced. The failure to impose consequences for violations of past ceasefires has 
cost Syrian lives and thrown previous peace talks into disarray. Syrians cannot afford a 
repetition of these mistakes.” 

http://sn4hr.org/blog/2017/01/26/31499/
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The Syrian Network for Human Rights is calling for: 
1 1 Independent, impartial monitoring of the Syrian ceasefire, led by the United Nations 

with observers on the ground.
1 2 Enforcement of the Syrian ceasefire, including through the imposition of credible 

consequences for all parties who violate the ceasefire.
1 3 Full accountability for all perpetrators of war crimes in Syria, including Russia 

which has repeatedly used incendiary weapons in civilian areas, in violation of 
international law.

SNHR›s new Rain of Fire report concludes:
. 1 Russia has used incendiary weapons in 78 separate instances, 15 affected vital 

civilian facilities. 
. 2 All cases verified on the basis of survivor accounts and witness testimony, as well as 

analysis of photographic documentation of weapon remnants and damage caused by 
the attacks.

. 3 The majority of documented incidents took place between June and August 2016. 

. 4 51 of the attacks took place in Aleppo, 19 in Idlib, 6 in Homs and 2 in the suburbs of 
Damascus.

. 5 A total of 7 people were killed by Russia’s incendiary weapons use, four of whom were 
children.
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