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I. Introduction
Russia announced that its land, sea, and air forces will be en-
tering the Syrian conflict to support the ruling regime in Syria 
on 30 September 2015. Consequently, we, at SNHR, began to 
monitor the violations perpetrated by these forces separately 
from the other parties to the conflict, and with the end of the 
first year of the Russian intervention, we published 22 reports 
that documented most of the incidents and violations by Rus-
sian forces where we continuously documented the violations 
over the course of the past year.

It should be noted that the year of the Russian intervention saw 
two Cessation of Hostilities ceasefires, under Russian sponsor-
ship where the first begun on 27 February 2016 where the sec-
ond ceasefire commenced on 12 September 2016. Nonetheless, 
Russian forces breached the provisions of both ceasefires as we 
documented in multiple reports that monitored the breaches of 
the Cessations of Hostiles.

We noticed a decline in the rates of Russian attacks following 
the first agreement which lasted for an entire month especially 
after the Russian regime announced on 14 March that it would 
withdraw some of its forces. However, Russia returned to grad-
ually escalate its attacks committing massacres and carrying 
out indiscriminate and deliberate airstrikes against residential 
neighborhoods. Eventually, the rates of attacks returned to its 
former levels before the Cessation of Hostilities which broke 
down completely with the end of July 2016.
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Fadel Abdul Ghani, chairman of SNHR, says:
“Russia has been supporting the Syrian regime in the media and on the diplomatic 
scene since the first day of the Syrian uprising and have vetoed four times in its 
favor; the first of which was in November 2011 and most recently in 2014 when 
it prevented the referral of the Syrian case to the International Criminal Court 
which gave the Syrian regime a complete impunity. Additionally, Russia covered 
on the Syrian regime’s blatant violations of the Resolutions of the Security Coun-
cil on Syria after 2011. Nonetheless, the Russian intervention on 30 September 
2015 was a different thing entirely as the Russian land, sea, and air forces started 
carrying out strikes against the Syrian people and killed, destroyed, and committed 
war crimes. Based on the magnitude of the crimes we have recorded, most of the 
Syrian people sees Russia as a direct enemy and will never deem Russia, under any 
circumstances, an acceptable sponsor of the peace process. Furthermore, Rus-
sia’s long-term interests and investments in Syria won’t be safe from revenge and 
retaliations unless Russia changes its positions completely, withdraws its forces, 
and apologizes for the crimes, and redress for the victims and all the facilities it 
bombed.”

This report is an update on the violations that occurred after the most recent reports that 
we have published. Also, we were able to acquire accounts on past incidents which we in-
cluded in this report. Furthermore, this report provides a one-year detailed account on the 
most violations by Russian forces.

SNHR team monitored this new incidents and attacks in the contest of the daily monitor-
ing and documentation process. We have followed-up on these incidents and talked to 
survivors, victims’ families, and eyewitnesses. This report includes 10 accounts on these 
incidents.

We also have reviewed the pictures and videos we received and verified its authenticity. 
These pictures show the huge destruction caused by the Russian strikes. Also, we obtained 
pictures that show remnants of cluster munition and incendiary weapons that we believe 
were used by Russian forces. We have copies of all the videos and pictures mentioned in 
this report.

The investigations mentioned in this report have proven that the targeted areas were civil 
areas where there was no presence for military centers or weapon warehouses for armed 
opposition factions or extremist Islamic groups during or before the attack.

http://www.sn4hr.org
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This report only represents the bare minimum of the size and magnitude of the violations 
that occurred. Also, it doesn’t cover the social, economic, and psychological ramifications.

II. Executive Summary
The report includes the attacks and military operations that were carried out by forces we 
believe are Russian between 30 September 2015 and 29 September 2016. We highlighted 
the most notable incidents we were able to document whether it took place in areas under 
the control of armed opposition factions or in ISIS-held areas. This report along with the 
previous 22 reports gives a comprehensive and accurate account of the Russian attacks 
against civil sites in Syria.

A. Massacres and other acts of unlawful killing: We recorded the killing of 3264 ci-
vilians including 911 children and 619 women. Also, we documented 169 massacres.
B. Targeting of vital civil facilities: We recorded no less than 417 vital civil facilities.
C. Use of cluster munitions: We recorded 147 cluster attacks.
D. Use of incendiary weapons: We recorded 84 attacks.
E. Targeting of medics and civil defense personnel: We recorded the killing of 32 medics, 
including seven women, and 11 civil defense personnel.
F. Targeting of media activists: We recorded the killing of 12 individuals.
G. Forced displacement: We recoded the displacement of no less than 59,000 people.

III. Details
A. Massacres and other acts of unlawful killing
SNHR documented the killing of 3264 civilians including 911 children and 619 women in 
attacks we believe were carried out by Russian forces. Also, these forces committed 169 
massacres.

Tuesday 3 November 2015, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missiles 
that targeted Al Raqqa city, under the control of ISIS, which resulted in the killing of 32 
individuals including one woman and one child. Additionally, no less than 50 others were 
wounded.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0ZjFLSmd5eHlzLXc/view?usp=sharing
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Friday 18 December 2015, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missiles that 
targeted Jesr Al Shoghour city, located in the suburbs of Idlib governorate and is under the 
control of armed opposition factions, which resulted in the killing of 15 individuals from 
the same family (eight children and seven women).
SNHR contacted Mr. Dureid Al Bash, via Facebook, a media activist for the civil defense 
who went to the targeted location:

“The bombardment commenced at noon with a missile that targeted a house in 
the northern part of the city. There were wedding arrangements in the house. 
After the Russian warplanes bombed the house, the bride was killed in the at-
tack, it took more than two days for the civil defense teams to pull out the vic-
tim from the rubbles. Among the victims were an eight-month unborn child (fe-
tus) and a little female child whose head is only what was left. We also pulled 
out a dead body for a woman who lost half of her body. The images were very 
agonizing. The pressure caused by the explosion has reduced the victims to 
scattered body parts which were all over the place. Only seven people survived 
the airstrike; three of them died after they were taken to the hospital while the 
other four, a woman and her three children, only sustained minor wounds.”
“The area that was targeted is a civil area. There is not even one armed ele-
ment. Our city is being exterminated under the pretext there is Free Syrian 
Army presence in it even though all of their centers are outside the city.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPTlo3c1JBQzJMT2M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPQXhtaC1fT05FNG8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPMkc5VkhLN2RZR00/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPVllacWRoWlhUNXc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPa1YtZ0RMM25kbU0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPTlo3c1JBQzJMT2M/view


   www.sn4hr.org  -   info@sn4hr.org6

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPVllacWRoWlhUNXc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPQXhtaC1fT05FNG8/view


   www.sn4hr.org  -   info@sn4hr.org7

Friday 25 December 2015, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missiles that 
targeted a house in Sejzar area in Izaz city, located in the northern suburbs of Aleppo gov-
ernorate and is under the control of armed opposition factions, which resulted in the killing 
of six individuals from the same family including two children and three women. Also, the 
house was destroyed almost completely.
SNHR contacted Mr. Bakri Derbala, an owner of a nearby grocery store, who saw the 
bombing:

“The family that was killed in the bombing fled Al Bol town which is a clash 
line between ISIS and armed opposition factions. However, Russian forces tar-
geted them in Izaz and killed them all.”
“The targeting was by two missiles that were fired by a Russian warplane. I 
was able to figure that out because of the huge explosion and the great de-
struction caused by the bombing. Two missiles destroyed the house completely. 
Also, the National Hospital, located in the same area, was damaged.”

Saturday 16 January 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired a missile 
that targeted the eastern neighborhood of Fayloun town, located in Idlib governorate and 
is under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh Al Sham Front, which re-
sulted in the killing of 11 individuals including eight children and three women. Also, three 
houses were destroyed almost completely while other houses were damaged partially.
SNHR contacted Mr. Abu Jalal Al Saeed, an eyewitness:

“Approximately at 15:00, the missile fell about 300 meters away from me. The 
missile fell in the middle of a residential area near three women who were sit-
ting near their children. 13 individuals were killed and were reduced to shreds 
all of them were children and women. The fronts of three houses and one shop 
were destroyed and the walls on the nearby houses cracked while the window 
glass was shattered. This airstrike was on the eastern neighborhood 200 me-
ters away from Falyoun elementary school.”
“I was able to identify the warplanes through a device that the Free Syrian 
Army uses to notify people when warplanes take off. The Free Syrian Army ob-
servatory announced that Russian warplanes took off from Hmemim airbase. 
Also, the warplanes that carried out the airstrike was flying at a very high alti-
tude which is a distinguishable characteristic for Russian warplanes.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
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Wednesday 20 January 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired two mis-
siles that targeted the middle of Hazano town, located in Idlib and under the control of 
armed opposition factions, which resulted in the killing of seven individuals including 
three children. Also, three houses and two shops were destroyed completely.
SNHR contacted Mr. Mohammad Yahya, a media activist for the civil defense in Kelli sec-
tion, who visit the targeted location and told us:

“Around 14:30, I heard two missiles exploding and then I heard the sound of 
a warplanes soaring in the sky. The Free Syrian Army observatory announced 
that there are Russian warplanes flying in the area. I went with the civil defense 
team to the targeted place which was at the road connecting Bab Al Hawa 
highway with Ma’rat Misreen. This road passes through the center of Hazanou 
town.”
“A hole in the wall that sells drinks was destroyed as a result of the bombard-
ment. There were three people who were stuck in the rubbles and we, thank-
fully, were able to get them out. However, a whole family, four children, two 
women, and one man, was killed in one of the houses that was destroyed in the 
bombing. Also, another man was killed inside a shop that sells fuel. I counted 
three houses that were destroyed and a number of vehicles that were on the 
road. There aren’t any military centers for the opposition or any armed group 
in the area.”

Saturday 16 January 2016 the eastern neighborhood of Fayloun town 

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0N3lLUXZRRWZ6eFE/view
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Video showing the destruction after an attack we believe was carried out by Russian forces 
on Hazano town
Video showing a female child being pulled out from the rubbles after an attack we believe 
was carried out by Russian forces on Hazano town
Pictures of the destruction after an attack we believe was carried out by Russian forces on 
Hazano town

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://youtu.be/_VLeu3jK_v8
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=379&token=iat3du6How6oqnafD0Tt78vPv5CJHa4Q
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0cF9RVTIxaUxGOG8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0ZGNTcXN6YUJZQlE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0cF9RVTIxaUxGOG8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0ZGNTcXN6YUJZQlE/view
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Wednesday 20 January 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired four mis-
siles that targeted a funeral tent in Shaqra village, located in the western suburbs of Deir 
Ez-Zour and is under the control if ISIS, which resulted in the killing of eight individuals 
while 15 others were injured.

Tuesday 16 February 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired four mis-
siles at least that targeted the bakery in Al Shadadi city, located in the southern suburbs of 
Al Hasaka and is under the control of ISIS, which resulted in the killing of 20 individuals 
including four children and one woman while 20 others were wounded.

Friday 27 May 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missiles that tar-
geted the automated bakery in Hraitan city, located in the suburbs of Aleppo governorate 
and is under the control of armed opposition factions, which resulted in the killing of 11 
individuals at once including a child.

Tuesday 28 June 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missiles that 
targeted the southern neighborhoods of Al Khafsa town, located in the eastern suburbs of 
Aleppo governorate and is under the control of ISIS, which resulted in the killing of seven 
individuals including two children and one woman.
SNHR contacted a resident from Al Khafsa town, who refused to reveal his identity, after 
he visited the targeted location:

“At Sohour time around 3:00 AM, we heard a whistle going down fast and 
we couldn’t know where it was coming from. After that, we heard the sound 
of a big explosion and the Russian warplanes remained flying in the sky. We 
couldn’t go the place of the bombing or to the mosque for Al Fajr praying.”
“A few hours later, I went to the place where the missile was dropped. It tar-
geted a house for the family of Ahmad Al Hussein which is near the town cem-
etery. Ahmad Al Hussein is an IDP from Al Sfeira town who came here with his 
family. The house fell over them. The destruction was huge and it was like the 
house was wiped off existence. There was no reason to target the house as it 
was too far away from any military center for ISIS.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPeDFXM2UyRXlrdVU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPd1cyRzh1ZnRaQVU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPQ3Q5YXdoWmd5WTg
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=502&token=ZO0XqkRfYthUbpzXy8c2W7c4Q7LpM3kC
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=502&token=ZO0XqkRfYthUbpzXy8c2W7c4Q7LpM3kC
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=503&token=tyAXRhaUSIyKVnDoLxO62UuIJvm5gRmz
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Sunday 10 July 2016 afternoon, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired mis-
siles that targeted the residential buildings in north Ibein town, located in the western sub-
urbs of Aleppo governorate and is under the control of armed opposition factions, which 
resulted in the killing of 19 individuals including 15 children and one woman.

Friday 12 August 2016 noon, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missiles 
that targeted the western parts of Hayyan town, located in the northern suburbs of Aleppo 
governorate and is under the control of armed opposition factions, which resulted in the 
killing of 14 individuals from the same family (10 children and four women).

Saturday 10 September 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missiles 
that targeted an area near the educational complex in the vegetables market which is lo-
cated in the middle of the main market in the western parts of Idlib city, under the control 
of armed opposition factions, which resulted in the killing of 65 individuals including 16 
children and 14 women. Also, 60 others were wounded.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPM1VQM2U2V2FMSFE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPS2JJMzlSbDFNc3M
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPWmJlbkI5dUdhRE0
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=492&token=98zb2ow5XQ81Lbr8wZLEdQn3FmUcWNXV
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPbWtraEJRVk5zWVU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPU1R0cnhtTHdTZlE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPU1R0cnhtTHdTZlE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPM1VQM2U2V2FMSFE/view
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B. Targeting of vital civil facilities
SNHR documented that 417 vital civil facilities that were targeted by forces we be-
lieve are Russian in the period of time covered by the report including 25 facilities 
that were targeted more than once.

Sunday 4 October 2015, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missiles 
that targeted a sheep market in Eqerbat village, located in the suburbs of Eastern 
Hama, which resulted in a massacre. Additionally, the market location was dam-
aged and a number of cattle were killed.

Thursday 29 October 2015, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired mis-
siles that targeted the makeshift hospital of Douma city, located in Damascus sub-
urbs governorate and is under the control of armed opposition factions, which re-
sulted in a massacre. Additionally, two medics were wounded and the hospital was 
heavily damaged. As a result, the hospital was rendered out of commission.

Tuesday 3 November 2015, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian targeted 
a chil
dren’s park in Al Raqqa city, under the control if ISIS, which resulted in moderate 
damages in the park.

Sunday 8 November 2015, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired mis-
siles that targeted the school in Tal Al Albawi village, located in Hama governorate 
and is under the control of armed opposition factions, which resulted in moderate 
damages to the school yard and one of its buildings.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0NjRwckwzWXNIOG8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0ZUx5RmFNMG91ck0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0R1lvam50ekhEd0E/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0WWdOOERvajlDYUE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0eVpDQ3RiaHI3cEE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0eVpDQ3RiaHI3cEE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0SVh4Y29OdUQ3djA/view?usp=sharing
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Sunday 15 November 2015, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missiles 
that targeted Abu Al Alaa Al Ma’ri middle school for children in Ma’aret Al No’man city, 
located in the suburbs of Idlib governorate and is under the control of armed opposition 

factions. As a result, the school was heavily damaged.

Friday 4 December 2015, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missiles that 

targeted a market in Kafr Batna city, located in Damascus suburbs governorate and is un-

der the control of armed opposition factions, which resulted in a massacre and damaged a 

number of shops.

SNHR contacted Mr. Qasdi AbulFeda, via A friend’s Facebook account, who is the owner 
of a shop in the town market. Mr. Qasdi survived the massacre and told us:

“I heard the sound of a warplane flying but I didn’t see any. Then, we heard 
the sound of a missile. One of the missiles fell two meters away from me and 
I miraculously survived. I counted eight missiles that fell on an area of 500 
meters and caused a huge destruction. My neighbor and three customers died 
inside his shop due to the bombardment. Also, other died including children 
and women.”
“There is no military presence or any centers for the Free Syrian Army in the 
area. But the purpose of the bombardment at that time is the nearby mosque as 
the bombardment took place after the Friday prayer around 13:30.”

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vaufbIFSnfA&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPYk0yMFNOclZ6SjA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0LVFEb01VWHE5dkU/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/q2Udgj5OP1s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0LVFEb01VWHE5dkU/view
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Friday 5 February 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian targeted using clus-
ter munition the area near Al Ba’l mosque in southeastern Tafas city, located in the suburbs 
of Daraa governorate and is under the control of armed opposition factions. As a result, the 
mosque was slightly damaged.

Pictures showing cluster remnants after a cluster attack by warplanes we believe are Rus-
sian on Tafas town in Daraa governorate on 5 February 2016

The makeshift hospital in Kafr Hamra town, located in Aleppo governorate, was targeted 
twice:
• First incident: Friday 26 February 
2016, fixed-wing warplanes we be-
lieve are Russian fired missiles that 
targeted the makeshift hospital in 
Kafr Hamra town which resulted in 
moderate damages in the hospital 
and the hospital glass was shattered.
• Second incident: Thursday 14 July 
2016, fixed-wing warplanes we be-
lieve are Russian fired a missile that 
targeted the makeshift hospital in 
Kafr Hamra town which resulted in 
heavy damages. As a result, the hos-
pital was rendered out of commis-
sion.

Wednesday 2 March 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian used cluster 
bombs to target the water institution in Kasrat Al Faraj village, located in the southern 
suburbs of Al Raqqa and is under the control of ISIS, which resulted in a massacre. Ad-
ditionally, the institution building was heavily damaged. As a result, the institution was 
rendered out of commission.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0SS1jYjg3SUVzbHM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0dmJHOTkxeWpvRVU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPaVV5Z0cyTE41T0U
https://youtu.be/aPhnVbT3uU8
https://youtu.be/r7cGOkoEYdE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPZmxYUDUzV2RFWGc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPZmxYUDUzV2RFWGc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPZjdBcEhndHM5SXc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPZjdBcEhndHM5SXc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPWDNKa0VvNWdoM2M
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPY05XajQ3WnQ0TnM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPak1VaDJYWV9Vbk0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0OHhZV0hMenFxMFU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPZjdBcEhndHM5SXc/view
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Thursday 16 June 2016, fixed-wing war-
planes we believe are Russian fired mis-
siles that targeted Nour Al Eman school in 
Hraitan city, located in the northern sub-
urbs of Aleppo governorate and is under 
the control of armed opposition factions. 
As a result, the school building was de-
stroyed almost completely and was ren-
dered out of commission.

 Thursday 4 August 2016 noon, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian used cluster 
munition to target an IDPs camp in Ma’art Al Atareb village, located in the western sub-
urbs of Aleppo governorate and is under the control of armed opposition factions, which 
resulted in fires in a number of tents and others that were damaged to various degrees. 
Also, the camp vital facilities were heavily damaged.

Friday 12 August 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missiles that 
targeted Abu Bakr Al Siddeaq mosque in Ter Ma’la village, located in the suburbs of Homs 
governorate and is under the control of armed opposition factions. As a result, the ablution 
place was partially destroyed and the mosque cladding materials was moderately damaged.

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPQ21rajhXbUZxaVE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPdEJHVWxyQ3ZscVE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPdEJHVWxyQ3ZscVE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPSXYweGpQYnQ0WUk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPdXhJOGdmak9qVHM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPdXhJOGdmak9qVHM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPNDhWd2VTMGx3emM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPcWpFdWVnbElYN0U
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPcWpFdWVnbElYN0U
https://youtu.be/cZbCZMV52Uw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPLXZ3WXZYNWQxbkE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPVzNHSVRCMUxmSFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0G5gPAfjVgA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5zg6eGeTNtPZVd1ZU4wcUxaTE0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5zg6eGeTNtPQ21rajhXbUZxaVE/view
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0eW84ZDNjRndyU3c/view?usp=sharing
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Tuesday 30 August 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian carried out an air-
strike using missiles that targeted Ibn Khaldoun school in Binnish city, located in the north-
ern suburbs of Idlib governorate and is under the control of armed opposition factions. As 
a result, the bathrooms were heavily damaged and some of the classroom walls collapsed. 
The school was rendered out of commission.

Sunday 11 September 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian carried out two 
consecutive airstrikes, seven minutes between the two airstrikes, on the civil defense cent-
er in Saraqeb city, located in the suburbs of Idlib governorate and is under the control of 
armed opposition factions. Three civil defense personnel were injured, Additionally, the 
center building and its cladding materials were heavily damaged. As a result, the center 
was rendered out of commission.

Saturday 24 September 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired missile 
that targeted a center for machines maintenance (Al Rahba) which is affiliated to the local 
council of Aleppo city in Bab Al Nayrab neighborhood the center and its machines were 
heavily destroyed and were rendered out of commission.

C. Use of cluster munitions
As of this writing, SNHR documented, no less than 147 cluster attacks by forces we be-
lieve are Russian since the beginning of the Russian intervention on 30 September 2015.

Monday 22 February 2016, fixed-wing war-
planes we believe are Russian fired a RBK-500 
missile loaded with PTAB-1M cluster submuni-
toin on the agricultural lands in Urm Al Kubra 
town, located in Aleppo governorate and is un-
der the control of armed opposition factions.
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Sunday 12 May 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired a RBK-500 mis-
sile loaded with ShOAB-0.5 cluster submunition that targeted the agricultural lands in 
southern Al Taman’a town, located in Idlib governorate, which resulted in slight damages 
in the agricultural lands. The town is under the joint control of armed opposition factions 
and Fateh Al Sham Front.

Pictures of a cluster submunition that didn’t explode in Al Taman’a town after an attack by 
an alleged fixed-wing Russian warplane, 12 May 2016.

Pictures of a cluster container remnant in Al Taman’a town after an attack by an alleged 
fixed-wing Russian warplanes, 12 May 2016

Sunday 29 May 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired a RBK-500 mis-
sile loaded with ShOAB-0.5 cluster submunitioin on Hayyan town in the northern suburbs 
of Aleppo governorate. The submunition scattered over wide areas in the agricultural lands 
in the west of the town which is under the control of armed opposition factions.

Friday 17 June 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired two RBK-500 
missiles loaded with AO-2.5RTM cluster submunition on the residential neighborhoods of 
Khan Shaikhoun city which resulted in the killing of one woman while five others, includ-
ing two children, were wounded. Also, a car was damaged. The city is under the control of 
armed opposition factions.
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SNHR contacted Mr. Hamid, a civil defense member, via Facebook:

“Around 5:20 I heard a ripple that was followed by the sound of two consecu-
tive explosions. The house shook and the windows shattered from the pressure 
caused by the explosion. I rushed to the street and saw a fire and the smoke 
rising near the market area. I heard the Free Syrian Army observatory an-
nounced that the bombing was by Russian warplanes from an altitude of 6 
kilometers using cluster missiles where the cluster submunition scattered over 
a wide area while one cluster bomb exploded in a car which was burned. The 
bombing resulted in the killing of one woman and the injury of six others in-
cluding two children.”

Pictures of cluster remnants by an attack by alleged Russian warplanes on Khan Shaikhoun 
city in Idlib, 17 June 2016
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Monday 4 July 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired four RBK-500 
missiles loaded with ShOAB-0.5 cluster submunition on Al Farhaniya Al Sharqiya village 
in the suburbs of Talbisa city, located in Homs governorate and is under the control of 
armed opposition factions, which resulted in the killing of one woman.
SNHR contacted Mr. Feras Al Sayed, via Facebook, who is a media activist:

“Around 15:00 an area between the suburbs of Talbisa city and the suburbs of 
Al Rastan was targeted with four missiles that were loaded with small spheri-
cal submunition which are one of the most highly explosive submunition. We 
haven’t seen this kind of submunition until after Russia entered the conflict.”
“The bombing didn’t cause any injuries as the missiles were dropped in agri-
cultural lands. However, the remnants were scattered over a wide area. They 
pose a danger to any civilian because it goes off once it is touched.”

Picture of cluster remnants after an attack by warplanes we believe are Russian using clus-
ter missiles in Talbisa city in Homs governorate, 4 July 2016
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Saturday 20 August 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian targeted Al Zeb-
diyeh neighborhood, located in Aleppo city and is under the control of armed opposition 
factions, using cluster munition.

Monday 5 September 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired RBK-500 
missiles loaded with ShOAB-0.5 cluster submunition near the western bridge on the inter-
national highway in Khan Al Soboul town. As a result, two children and one woman was 
injured. The town is under the control of armed opposition factions.
SNHR contacted Mr. So’oud Al Syah, via Facebook, who is a media activist:

“Around 8:00, the Free Syrian Army observatory announced that su34 war-
planes, which are Russian warplanes, are soaring in the town sky. The first 
warplanes carried out two airstrikes where it dropped cluster munition while 
the other fired a thermobaric missile. The first airstrike caused three injuries, 
two children and one woman, at the bridge. The cluster submunition scattered 
over a wide area.”
“I learned that the civil defense member headed for the area and collected the 
remnants and blew them in a well.”

Monday 27 June 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian fired a RBK-500 
missile loaded with SPBE cluster submunition in eastern Yaqed Al Adas village, located in 
Aleppo governorate and is under the control of armed opposition factions.

D. Use of incendiary weapons
As of this writing, SNHR documented no less than 48 attacks that involved the use of in-
cendiary weapons by forces we believe are Russian since the beginning of the Russian in-
tervention on 30 September 2015. Most of these attacks occurred in June. July, and August 
of 2016. The attacks are distributed across the Syrian governorates as follows:
Aleppo: 37 attacks
Idlib: 8 attacks
Homs: 3 attacks

Sunday 12 June 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian used incendiary weap-
ons targeting the northern ourskirts of Urm Al Kubra town, located in the western suburbs 
of Aleppo governorate and is under the control of armed opposition factions. As a result, 
one was killed and others were wounded.
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Monday 20 June 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian used incendiary 
weapons to target the west of Ma’arat Al Arteaq town, located in the northern suburbs of 
Aleppo governorates and is under the control of armed opposition factions.

Sunday 26 June 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian used incendiary weap-
ons to target a residential area in the middle of Saraqeb city. As a result, two people were 
injured. Additionally, a house was partially destroyed, and a residential building was dam-
aged, and a number of fires broke out in the nearby houses.
SNHR contacted Mr. Laith Al Fares, a civil defense member, via Facebook, who visited 
the area:

“in the morning at 9:45, the Free Syrian Army observatory announced that 
Russian warplanes are soaring in the area, then I saw balls of flame falling 
from the sky. Some of the bombs exploded in the sky and others after hitting the 
ground. One of the bombs fell near a residential area and a cemetery while the 
container fell in a residential home.”
“The bombs caused fires in every place it fell on. We were able to contain the 
fires but it made a scent that is similar to matches and disturbed our breath-
ing channels. The bombing also injured two people who were in the area; one 
of them sustained sever burns all over his body while the other sustained less 
severe burns and some slight wounds in his leg.”
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Picture of remnants of incendiary weapons after an attack we believe was Russian -Source 
of the picture: Laith Al Fares.

Pictures of remnants of incendiary weapons after at attack we believe was Russian
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Pictures of the aftermath of a fire and damages in a house in the middle of Saraqeb city 
after an attack with incendiary weapon we believe was carried out by Russian forces

Monday 22 August 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian used incendiary 
weapon to target Der Fol town, located in the northern suburbs of Homs and is under the 
control of armed opposition factions.

Friday 23 September 2016, fixed-wing warplanes we believe are Russian used incendiary 
weapons to target residential homes in eastern Al Asila neighborhood in Aleppo city.

E. Targeting of medics and civil defense personnel
As of this writing, SNHR documented the killing of 32 medics including seven women at 
the hands of forces we believe are Russian since the beginning of Russian intervention on 
30 September 2015. Most of the victims died as a result of the targeting of medical facili-
ties. Additionally, we documented the killing of 11 civil defense personnel during the same 
period of time.

AbdulMajid Al Taha, pharmacist, from Maskna city, located in the eastern suburbs of 
Aleppo governorate and is under the control of ISIS. He was killed on Sunday 13 Decem-
ber 2015 in an airstrike by a fixed-wing warplanes we believe is Russian that targeted the 
city market.

Monday 15 February 2016, nine medics were killed by fixed-wing warplanes we believe 
are Russian that targeted the makeshift hospital that is belonging to Doctors Without Bor-
ders in Al Hamidiya village in the suburbs of Idlib governorate.
Picture of the doctor Emad Al Din Mohammad Al Naser, a victim who was killed in the 
bombing of Al Hamidiya hospital

Wednesday 13 April 2016m the doctor Hasan Moham-
mad Al Araj was killed by fixed-wing warplanes we 
believe are Russian that fired a missile on his car in 
front of Al Maghara central hospital near Kafr Zita city.
Hasan, cardiologist, from Kafr Zita city in Hama gover-
norate, born in 1970, married and has kids, the head of 
American-Syrian medical complex, Free Hama health 
administration and Kafr Zita specialized hospital.
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AbdulHamid Abdullah Kyrwan, a civil defense member, from Khan Shaikhoun city in 
the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, born in 1982, married and a father of two. He 
was killed on 6 September 2016 by shrapnel in his chest from missiles fired by fixed-wing 
warplanes we believe are Russian on the southern neighborhood of Khan Shaikhoun city 
while he was attending to wounded from a previous bombing.

F. Targeting of media activists
As of this writing, SNHR documented the killing of 12 media activists at the hands of 
forces we believe are Russian since the beginning of the Russian intervention.

Friday 23 October, 2015, media activist Wasim Al Adl 
was killed by alleged Russian warplanes that targeted 
using missiles Benein town in Jabal Al Zawiya in the 
suburbs of Idlib governorate as he was monitoring the 
airstrikes on the village.
Wasim, media activist for Al Ma’ra media center, 
does reports for a number of media apparatuses, from 
Ma’aret Al Nu’man city in the suburbs of Idlib gover-
norate, 28-year-old, university student at the faculty of 
literature – French language department.

Tuesday 12 January 2016, media activist Lewa’ Ab-
dulNaser Al Mendeel was killed by shrapnel from 
missiles that hit his head and foot as he was cover-
ing a bombing by warplanes we believe are Russian on 
Ma’aret Al Nu’man city, located in the suburbs of Idlib 
governorate and is under the control of armed opposi-
tion factions.
Lewa’, photographer and administrator of the page 
“Ma’aret Al Nu’man Wa Refouha Al’an”, from 
Ma’aret Al No’man city in the suburbs of Idlib gover-
norate, 28-year-old, has a secondary education certifi-
cate, married and has two children.
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Monday 1 August 2016, media activist Mohammad Sayed Hasan was killed by shrap-
nel that hit his head and upper and lower limps after a missile was fired by fixed-wing 
warplanes we believe are Russian where the missile fell near him as he was covering the 
bombing on Al Atareb city, located in the suburbs of Aleppo governorate and is under the 
control of armed opposition factions, on Sunday 24 July 2016.
Mohammad, editor-in-chief of Nab’ e-journal and reporter for All4syria website, from Al 
Atareb city in the suburbs of Aleppo governorate, born in 1962, has a high school diploma, 
married and has kids.

G. Forced displacement
The bombing, destruction, and killing by the Russian forces have displaced hundreds of 
thousands of people from their homes and made them IDPs and refugees. We recorded 
that 59,000 individuals were affected directly by Russian attacks in Aleppo, Homs, Idlib, 
and Latakia governorates. Some of these people have settled in tents on the borders or in 
villages that are targeted but at a lower rate while we recorded that others returned to the 
cities from which they fled.

Furthermore, these airstrikes supported government forces in its siege of Aleppo’s eastern 
neighborhoods.
In November 2015, airstrikes carried out by forces we believe are Russian caused the 
displacement of no less than 20,000 civilians from Mahein area in the eastern suburbs of 
Homs after the city was taken over by ISIS in late-October 2015.

At the beginning of February 2016, airstrikes carried out by warplanes we believe are Rus-
sian caused the displacement of tens of thousands of people of the residents of Aleppo’s 
northern suburbs to the border areas with Turkey.

At the beginning of August 2016, Saraqeb city saw a displacement wave where no less 
than 1800 families fled after concentrated attacks we believe are Russian on the city after 
a Russian warplane was dropped.
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IV. Conclusions and Recommendations
Legal Conclusions
1- The Russian regime has, beyond any doubt, violated Security Council Resolutions 2139 
and 2254 which both state that indiscriminate attacks must be halted. Also, the Russian re-
gime violated Article 8 of Rome Statute through the act of willful killing which constitutes 
war crimes.
2- We can confirm that the bombardment mentioned in this report has targeted armless 
civilians. Therefore, the Russian forces have violated the rules of the international human 
rights law which guarantee the right to life. Additionally, these violations were perpetrated 
in a non-international armed conflict which amount to a war crime where all elements were 
fulfilled.
3- The attacks mentioned in this report, which have been carried out by the Russian re-
gime, are considered a violation of the customary international law as the shells were fired 
at a populated area rather than a specific military object.
4- The aerial bombardment has caused collateral damages that involved loss of lives, inju-
ries, and significant damages to civil facilities. There are strong indicators suggesting that 
the damage was too excessive compared to the anticipated military benefit.

Recommendations
To the Russian regime:
• To investigate the incidents included in this report, inform the Syrian people of the find-
ings and hold the perpetrators accountable.
• To compensate all the affected centers and facilities, and rebuild and re-prepare them. It 
also has to redress for the victims and the injured who were killed by the present Russian 
regime.
• To completely cease the bombardment of hospitals, protected facilities and civil areas and 
to respect humanitarian customary law. 

To the Security Council
• The Security Council has to take additional steps as it has been a year since Resolution 
2254 was adopted which states explicitly “that all parties immediately cease any attacks 
against civilians and civilian objects as such, including attacks against medical facilities 
and personnel, and any indiscriminate use of weapons, including through shelling and 
aerial bombardment.”
• The Syrian case must be referred to the International Criminal Court and all those who 
are responsible must be held accountable including the Russian regime whose involvement 
in war crimes has been proven.
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• To instill security and peace in Syria and implement the norm of the Responsibility to 
Protect in order to protect the lives, culture, and history of the Syrian people from being 
thieved and ruined.
• To expand the sanctions to include the Russian and Iranian regime who are directly in-
volved in committing crimes against humanity and war crimes against the Syrian people.
To the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
The Office must submit a report to the Human Rights Council and other organs of the 
United Nations on this massacre specifically considering that it was perpetrated by forces 
which we believe that they are Russian in coordination with government forces.

To the International Community
• In light of the split of the Security Council and its utter inability, Steps must be taken on 
the national and regional levels to form alliances to support the Syrian people that would 
protect them from the daily killings and siege and increase the support for the relief ef-
forts. Additionally, the principle of universal jurisdiction must be activated in local courts 
regarding these crimes in order to conduct fair trials for all those who were involved.
• SNHR has repeatedly called for the implementation of the Responsibility to Protect in 
tens of studies and reports and as a member of the International Coalition for the Respon-
sibility to Protect (ICRtoP) after all political channels through the Arab League’s plan and 
then Mr. Kofi Annan’s plan were drought out. Therefore, steps under Article 7 of the Rome 
Stature must be taken and the norm of the Responsibility to Protect, which was established 
by the United Nations General Assembly, must be implemented. The Security Council is 
still hindering the protection of civilians in Syria.
• To renew the pressure on the Security Council to refer the case in Syria to the Interna-
tional Criminal Court.
• To work on fulfilling justice and achieving accountability in Syria through the United 
Nations General Assembly and the Human Rights council and work on activating the prin-
ciple of the universal jurisdiction.
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