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First: Introduction

The Syrian authorities detention of the civil movements’ activists: 
authors, politicians, media activists, aid workers, etc who form more 
than 90% of the total detainees, in addition to the existence of thou-
sands of other religions proves without doubt that the Syrian authori-
ties protect itself with minorities, not protecting them. In this report 
we’ll spot the light on the most prominent detainees of the Chris-
tians. Later, we’ll publish a study about the targeted churches in Syr-
ia, showing that 95% of the churches were targeted by the regime.
SNHR estimates the number of detainees by 215 thousands, and it 
has lists of 112 until the moment, which were gathered by our mem-
bers and messages with the families and friends of the detainees, 
since 2011. These lists are available on our website via our search 
engine. By detaining them to the moment, the claims of the Syrian 
authorities, of fighting Qaeda and extremists since March 2011, have 
fallen apart.
The official security apparatuses published through their indirect 
media channels a lot of inflammatory phrases, such as “the Alawite 
in the tomb and the Christian to Beirut”, then referencing it to the 
various populations of the Syrian people, to spread division and sect. 
fighting. All of this is to show that what’s happening in Syria is a civ-
il war, not a popular revolution in the face of a suppressive totalitar-
ian regime, which is totally compatible with the needs and demands 
of the international community and the UN Security Council, which 
was clear, through four years, that they don’t any solution of the 
Syrian crisis. Many global media channels promoted the “civil war” 
term hugely since the beginning of 2012, even before the announce-
ment of the International Inquiry Committee results that what’s go-
ing in Syria is an internal armed conflict, in March 2012, after a year 
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of the Syrian revolution. The international committee of the Red Cross announced that in June 
2012, when many media channels relied on the media propaganda made by the Syrian intelligence, 
and still until the moment.
The brutal suppression, the local Syrian militias and security personnel committing of clearing 
massacres, based on sect. background which the human mind was not able to imagine in the 21th 
century, and other reasons brought many extremist groups, and achieved what the Syrian authori-
ties wanted of portraying events of Syria as a conflict between Sunni extremist organizations seek-
ing to topple a secular regime.

Second: Government forces
SNHR documented the government forces arresting no less than 450 Christian, including 28 wom-
en, which is the minimum amount we were able to know, because knowing the religion or the belief 
of the victim or detainee is not easy. We documented the releasing of about 185 people, including 
19 women, where the rest (265 detainees) are still detained until the moment, more than half of 
them are forcibly-disappeared, as we and our families don’t have any information about them.
Arbitrary arrest and detention actions without a caveat or informing the detained or his family 
of the reasons or the place of detention happened many times, including the various Syrian au-
thorities, especially al-Hasakah, Qamishli, Aleppo, Damascus, Hama, and Homs. Those detention 
actions included politicians, peaceful activists, and opinion leaders in the forces of the civil and 
political movement. SNHR observed kidnapping by local militias and foreign Shiite militias, in the 
aim of financial extortion and asking for huge financial ransoms in return to releasing.
Many detaining incidents happened while raiding political gathering centers and arresting all their 
people and savaging and looting it contents. The most documented prominent incidents are:
• Raiding the Democratic Assyrian Organization headquarter, which is an opposition political 

party, by the political security branch in Qamishli on 20 May 2011. 13 people were arrested in 
that raiding, among leader and civil activist, on the base of participating in a peaceful demon-
stration.

•  Raiding the office of one of the humanitarian charity affiliated to the Syriac Union Party, 
which is a humanitarian association distributes aid assistances on the residents, by the state 
security branch in Qamishli, on 11 February 2013. Two members of the association were ar-
rested, before they were released on the next day.

• Raiding the Democratic Assyrian Organization headquarter in al-Hasakah, where the meet-
ings of the members were held, by armed personnel affiliated to the National Defense Army. 
The personnel arrested all the people were in the house and took them to the National Defense 
Army headquarter in al-Hasakah. 

• Wesam M., 33-year-old Christian youth from Bab Toma – Damascus. He was a volunteer with 
the Syrian Red Crescent – Damascus branch. He was arrested by military security branch on 
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22 December 2013 on one of their checkpoints in Damascus, before they took them to Branch 
215 in Kafarsoosa – Damascus. He told SNHR about the torturing he faced, and the racist 
treatment he faced:

“As I arrived to the Branch 215, they took my clothes off and hanged me in an interro-
gation room in the first floor, without any accuse. After three hours of hanging, one of 
the civil-clothed personnel came and pulled my hair until they extracted it. They took 
my down and took me to another room where a captain was there, and hit and insulted 
me, and humiliated me with a racist and sect. speech. He accused me of betraying 
because I’m Christian and hit me on all my body with a metal stick. They put me in a 
cell in the sixth floor where I remained with my detained mates in brutal torturing and 
detaining conditions”.

Wesam stayed in Branch 215 for two months before he was released by mediation from a well-
known Christian figure to the Syrian authorities.
The Syrian authorities performed the same torturing methods against all the detainees, without 
looking at their faith. They were all mentioned in details in a former report documented 46 tortur-
ing methods in governmental detention centers, which killed thousands by torturing conditions. 

The most prominent Christian detainees by the Syrian authorities:
Gabriel Moushe Gawrieh
He was born in Qamishli in 1962. Gabriel is an agricultural engi-
neer and the head of the political office in the Democratic Assyrian 
Organization. He was arrested on 19 December 2013, and he’s 
now in Adra Central prison and subjected to the Terrorism Court, 
accused by: establishing unauthorized political party, excitation 
of armed rebellion, changing the constitution in illegal way, and 
weakening national sentiment.

Saeed Malki
He is the deputy chief of the Syriac Union Party in Qamishli. He 
was arrested on 12 August 2013.
Photo of Saeed Malki

Robel Baho
He is a member of the Syriac Union Party. He was arrested on 6 June 2013, at 6 am, by his house 
raid by Security State branch personnel, in addition to the seizing of his personal computer.
Photo of Robel Baho

Gabriel Moushe Gawrieh
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Sameer Yusuf Ibrahim
He was born on 1 June 1955 in Qamishli. Sameer is married and 
has three daughters and a son. He is a specialized doctor in ear, 
nose, and throat. He volunteered for two years in the free medical 
clinic affiliated to the Assyrian Association of Subvention and De-
velopment in Qamishli. He is a leader in the Assyrian Democratic 
Organization. He was arrested on a military checkpoint on Damas-
cus – Beirut road on Friday 25 July 2014. He was transported to 
the branch 251, affiliated to the state security apparatus, internal 
branch, and we think he’s still detained there.
Sameer was arrested formerly on 20 May 2011 by security apparatuses with another 12 people in 
the Assyrian Democratic Organization, after raiding their headquarters in Qamishli, based on par-
ticipating some of its leaders in a peaceful demonstration calling for freedom.

Khaleel Ma’atooq
He is a lawyer, human rights defender, and a remarkable politi-
cian. Khaleel is the executive chief of the Syrian Center for Legal 
Studies and Researches. He is considered of the first founders and 
members of the Syrian Lawyers Union.
Lawyer Khaleel defended hugely of the political detainees in front 
of the Higher Court of State Security and other courts. He was ar-
rested on 2 October 2012 from Sahnaya – Damascus countryside, 
on one of the security checkpoints there, while he was going to 
his office in Damascus. His place remains unknown to us until the 
moment. Khaleel Ma’atooq has a lung disease and he is older than 
54 years old.

Ibtisam Rafeeq Sokaryea
Ibtisam is from Lattakia, 46 years old. She was arrested with her daughter Mary Joseph on 24 July 
2013. Mary was released among Ma’aloola nuns exchange deal which happened between Jabhat 
al-Nusra and the Syrian authorities in 2013. We didn’t have information whether Mrs. Ibtisam was 
released or still detained until today.

Sameer Yusuf  Ibrahim

Khaleel Ma’atooq
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Third: Extremist organizations
Extremist groups took control of Christian-majority areas and villages, where many of them were 
arrested on tortured based on sect. background, in order to displace them, what forced them to ref-
uge to other areas. This happened when Daesh took control of ar-Raqqa governorate and wide parts 
of Deir az-Zor, al-Hasakah, and Aleppo countryside.

Father Paolo Dall’Oglio
Italian 59-year-old Christian 
clerk and peace activist 
calling to religion dialogue. 
He moved between Syrian 
governorates before the 
revolution and during it. 
On 7 July 2013, he was 
kidnapped while he was 
going to ar-Raqqa to meet 
Daesh personnel, where 
his fate remains unknown.

Franciscan Father Hanna Moses Jallouf, 48-year-old from al-Qanya village – Aleppo countryside. 
He is the priest of St. Joseph monastery. He was arrested from his residence in the village by per-
sonnel affiliated to Jabhat al-Nusra on Sunday, 5 October, before he was released on Thursday 9 
October 2014.

Also, kidnapping Ma’aloola nuns by Jabhat al-Nusra is considered a dangerous violation of the 
international humanitarian law. Kidnapping priests or taking them as hostages can’t be justified.

Fourth: Factions of the armed opposition
SNHR documented ten arresting incidents of Christian people, in the armed opposition control 
areas, in Idlib and Aleppo, where no information are available about them until the moment.
Bishop Paul Yazigi and Bishop Gregorios Yohanna Ibrahim:
On 23 April 2013, Greek Orthodox Archbishops in Aleppo Paul Yazigi and Assyrian Orthodox 
bishop in Aleppo Gregorios  Yohanna Ibrahim were kidnapped by unidentified gunmen, while they 
were in al-Mansoora town – western countryside of Aleppo, which is an armed opposition con-
trolled area. Both of them are considered forcibly-disappeared.

Father Paolo Dall’Oglio
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Fifth: Conclusions and recommendations
SNHR affirms that the Syrian government practiced and still practicing the crimes of torture and 
kidnapping in a systematic and widespread manner which can be classified openly as a crime 
against humanity according to Article 7 of the International Criminal Court Rome Statue and as a 
war crime according to Article 8 of the International Criminal Court Rome Statue.
The extremist organizations made widespread attacks based on religious backgrounds in the aim 
of displacement, which is considered a war crime. Also, it committed the crime of forcibly-disap-
pearing against some areas residents.
Some armed opposition factions had committed kidnapping and extortion operations. The Syrian 
opposition should handle its responsibilities in pursuit those crimes and accounting their perpetra-
tors, as those areas are under its control.

Recommendations
The Security Council seems completely helpless to take any action against the ruling regime in 
Syria after four years of ceaseless widespread killing. The Council is also unable to follow-up with 
the resolution it adopted regarding this matter. The Security Council adopted three resolutions 
regarding the detainees in Syria: resolution 2042, adopted on 14 May, 2012, and resolution 2043, 
resolution 2043, adopted on 21 May, 2012, and resolution 2139, adopted on 22 February, 2014, 
which demands a limit of the forcibly-disappearing. 
The torture and detainees issue must by an absolute indisputable priority in any political or nego-
tiation process. The Syrian government must release all the political and non-criminal detainees.
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