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I. Introduction and Methodology
On Tuesday, April 4, 2017, Syrian regime forces carried out a chemical attack against the 
residents of Khan Sheikhoun city. It was the largest chemical attack since the Damascus 
suburbs attack in August 2013. The U.S. Department of Defense said, in a statement, that 
at 04:40 on Friday, April 7, 2017, the USS Porter and USS Ross guided-missile destroyers 
had launched 59 Tomahawk missiles, targeting al Shayrat Airbase in eastern Homs gover-
norate, which contains chemical substances warehouses.

Al Shayrat Airbase is located on Homs – Tadmor road about 31 kilometers into the south-
east of Homs city. It is considered one of the most important airbases for the Syrian re-
gime in its military operations, and in bombing civilian neighborhoods and committing 
massacres. It is also the second most used airbase by Russian warplanes after Hmeimim 
Airbase in the suburbs of Latakia governorate.

We noticed that the airbase became partially functional again, as the first fixed-wing war-
planes (Su-22) took off at approximately 19:12 on the same day of the strike. The planes 
activity, however, was at a low rate, and mostly for non-offensive purposes.

Through monitoring and documentation, we noticed that the Syrian-Russian alliance has 
escalated its military operations that target civilian areas and civilian facilities. Some of 
these operations were deliberate rather than indiscriminate. Over the course of only five 
days, the Syrian-Russian alliance has killed 98 civilians, and this just what we were able 
to document. Furthermore, we noticed a rise in the rates of the use of cluster munitions, 
incendiary weapons, and barrel bombs.

https://goo.gl/cIfpJl
http://sn4hr.org/?p=37809
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In a clear challenge to the international community, the Syrian regime, in addition to the 
types of weapons we mentioned, used chemical weapons for a second time in an attack 
in al Qaboun neighborhood in the capital Damascus after 72 hours of using the same 
weapons in Khan Sheikhoun city in Idlib governorate. SNHR has released a statement 
documenting the incident that occurred at approximately 16:00 on Friday, April 7, 2017.

Fadel Abdul Ghany, chairman of SNHR, adds:
“The American administration has failed to stop the Syrian regime from using 
chemical weapons, and also failed to protect the red line it drew. This indulged 
the Syrian regime to use chemical weapons in its open hunt for the Syrian peo-
ple. We learned from experience that the Syrian regime will continue to chal-
lenge the international community, testing its limits the same way the regime 
gradually elevated its use of weapons until we reached chemical weapons.”

This report outlines the most notable violations by the Syrian-Russian alliance including 
killings, attacks on vital civilian facilities, use of cluster munitions, incendiary weapons, 
chemical weapons, and barrel bombs in its retaliation in the wake of the American strike 
on al Shayrat Airbase from April 7, 2017 until the evening of April 11, 2017. This report 
relies mainly on what the SNHR documented through investigating the incidents and vic-
tims, in addition to speaking with whichever victims’ families we were able to access. We 
also used information provided by local media activists, and analyzed the pictures and 
videos we received. We have copies of all the video and pictures mentioned in this report 
in a secret online database, and back-up copies on hard drives. For more information, 
please read our general work methodology.

In the midst of the security and logistic challenges and difficulties that we encounter when 
attempting to access all the areas where the violations took place, we always note that 
these figures and incidents are only the bare minimum of the actual magnitude of the 
crimes and violations that occurred.

http://sn4hr.org/?p=38037
http://sn4hr.org/public_html/wp-content/pdf/english/SNHR_Methodology_en.pdf
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II. Executive Summary
A. Massacres and acts of unlawful killing
SNHR documented the killing of 98 civilians including 24 children and 15 women (Adult
female), and three massacres at the hands of the Syrian-Russian alliance from Friday,
April 7, 2017 to the evening of Tuesday, April 11, 2017, as follows:
- Syrian regime forces (Army, security, local militias, Shiite foreign militias): 42, including
14 children and seven women, and one massacre.
- Russian forces: 56, including 10 children and eight women, and two massacres.

B. Attacks against vital civilian facilities
We documented 14 attacks on vital civilian facilities by the Syrian-Russian alliance in the
same period of time, as follows:
- Syrian regime forces: seven facilities (two mosques, two schools, one medical facility,
one market, and one civil defense center).
- Russian forces: seven facilities (two mosques, one school, three medical facilities, and
one official headquarter)

C. Use of cluster munitions
SNHR documented five attacks using cluster munitions: four by Russian forces and one
by a party we couldn’t specify– either the Syrian regime or the Russian regime (investiga-
tions are ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) in the period of time covered by the
report. In addition, there are also two more attacks that are still being investigated.

D. Use of incendiary weapons
We documented six attacks using incendiary weapons by Russian forces. In addition,
there are also two more attacks that are still being investigated.

E. Use of chemical weapons
We recorded one chemical attack by the Syrian regime in the period of time covered by
the report.
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F. Use of barrel bombs
Syrian regime helicopters dropped 162 barrel bombs in the period of time covered by the 
report, as follows:

III. Details
1- Most notable incident of unlawful killing
A. The Syrian regime
Friday, April 7, 2017, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian alliance (investiga-
tions are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a number of missiles in al
Latamna town in the northwestern suburbs of Hama governorate, which resulted in the
killing of three civilians (A female infant and her parents).  The town is under the control of
armed opposition factions.

Friday, April 7, 2017, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian alliance (investiga-
tions are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a number of missiles at the 
urban market in Irbeen city in northeastern Damascus suburbs governorate, which result-
ed in the killing of two children.  The city is under the control of armed opposition factions.

Friday, April 7, 2017, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of mis-
siles in conjunction with an artillery shelling in Harasta city in Eastern Ghouta in Damascus 
suburbs, which resulted in the killing of four individuals.  The city is under the control of 
armed opposition factions.

Friday, April 7, 2017, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian alliance (investigations 
are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a number of missiles in Tareeq al 
Sad neighborhood in Eastern Daraa city, which resulted in the killing of four civilians includ-
ing two children.  The neighborhood is under the control of armed opposition factions.
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Saturday, April 8, 2017, around 06:25, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian 
alliance (investigations are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a number 
of missiles in Darat Ezza city in the western suburbs of Aleppo governorate, which result-
ed in the killing of two civilians (One female child and her mother).  The city is under the 
control of armed opposition factions.

Saturday, April 8, 2017, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian alliance (investi-
gations are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a number of missiles in 
al Tayba village in the eastern suburbs of Daraa governorate, which resulted in the killing 
of three children.  The village is under the control of armed opposition factions.

Saturday, April 8, 2017, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian alliance (inves-
tigations are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a number of missiles 
at Nasib village in the southeastern suburbs of Daraa governorate, which resulted in the 
killing of one female child.  The village is under the control of armed opposition factions.

Sunday, April 9, 2017, Syrian regime forces artillery fired a number of shells at Yaqed al 
Adas village in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, which resulted in the killing of 
five civilians, who were mostly from the same family, including three children.  The village 
is under the control of armed opposition factions.

Monday, April 10, 2017, Syrian regime forces artillery fired a number of mortar shells at al 
Hwyez Elementary School in al Hwyez village in northern Sahl al Ghab in the northwestern 
suburbs of Hama governorate, which resulted in the killing of one woman.  The village is 
under the control of armed opposition factions.

Monday, April 10, 2017, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of 
missiles at Hawwar village in the western suburbs of Aleppo governorate, which resulted 
in the killing of one female child and her mother.  The village is under the control of armed 
opposition factions.
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B. Russian forces
Friday, April 7, 2017, around 04:20, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired 
two missiles at the northern neighborhood of Heesh town in the southern suburbs of Idlib 
governorate. The missiles fell on two residential buildings that are 200 meters apart, re-
sulting the death of nine civilians including three children and four women. Additionally, 
about seven others were wounded. The town is under the joint control of armed opposi-
tion factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

Saturday morning, April 8, 2017, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired two 
missiles at al Masihia district in the western neighborhood of Jesr al Shoghour city in the 
western suburbs of Idlib governorate, which resulted in the killing of one child. The city is 
under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

Saturday, April 8, 2017, around 18:30, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian 
fired two missiles at the residential houses in the Ain Urm area on the western outskirts of 
Urm al Jouz town in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, which resulted in the killing 
of 17 civilians including six children and one woman. Additionally, about 20 others were 
wounded. The area is under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al 
Sham Front.

Sunday, April 9, 2017, around 10:00, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired 
four C8 missiles in the southeastern parts of Ma’aret al Nu’man city in the southern sub-
urbs of Idlib governorate, which resulted in the killing of two civilians. The city is under the 
joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

2- Attacks on vital civilian facilities
A. The Syrian regime
Places of worship
- Mosques
Friday, April 7, 2017, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian alliance (investiga-
tions are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a number of missiles at 
Irbeen Grand Mosque in the middle of the urban market in Irbeen city in the northeast-
ern suburbs of Damascus suburbs governorate. The mosque building was destroyed 
partially, and its furniture and cladding materials were heavily damaged. As a result, the 
mosque was rendered out of commission.  The city is under the control of armed opposi-
tion factions.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFaDA5UV83WlhnaGc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFSC1heHJBVHBmNlE/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v083v2p5Vkc&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFS0M1SmI1a1RXTnc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFRHpUZHNNMC1kaUk/view
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Monday, April 10, 2017, Syrian regime forces fired a “Pheel” rocket at al Shi’a Mosque 
in Tishreen neighborhood in northeastern Damascus city, which partially destroyed the 
building, and its furniture were heavily damaged.  The neighborhood is under the control 
of armed opposition factions.

Vital educational facilities
- Schools
Sunday, April 9, 2017, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian alliance (investiga-
tions are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a number of missiles near 
al Ikhlas School in Kafr Zita city in the northern suburbs of Hama governorate. The school 
building was slightly damaged.  The city is under the control of armed opposition factions.

Monday, April 10, 2017, Syrian regime forces artillery fired a number of shells at al Hwyez 
Elementary School in al Hwyez village in the northwestern suburbs of Hama governorate, 
which resulted in casualties. Additionally, the school fence was partially destroyed, and its 
building and cladding materials were slightly damaged.  The village is under the control 
of armed opposition factions.

Vital medical facilities
- Medical facilities
Sunday, April 9, 2017, around 01:30, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian 
alliance (investigations are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a num-
ber of missiles at Nabd Houran Makeshift Hospital in Dael city in the northern suburbs of 

The destruction in the aftermath of a bombing by the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian 
alliance city in Irbeen city in Damascus suburbs governorate, April 7, 2017

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFcl9hanhoQjlsR3c/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFVTJNZW0wR0tUSTg/view
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=930&token=LzpPRQTFQO3UdwYEd8FRxcM4BnmAH3gi
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=930&token=LzpPRQTFQO3UdwYEd8FRxcM4BnmAH3gi
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFYXpfZDFnWm1GMzA/view


www.sn4hr.orgsnhr info@sn4hr.org8

Daraa governorate, which resulted in casualties. Additionally, the hospital building, and its 
equipment, and cladding materials were heavily damaged. As a result, the hospital was 
temporarily rendered out of commission.  The city is under the control of armed opposition 
factions.

Communal facilities
- Markets
Friday, April 7, 2017, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian alliance (investiga-
tions are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a number of missiles at 
the urban market in Irbeen city in the northeast parts of Damascus suburbs governorate, 
which resulted in casualties. Additionally, a number of shops and residential buildings 
were heavily damaged in the vicinity of the market.  The city is under the control of armed 
opposition factions.

Infrastructures
- Civil defense centers
Saturday, April 8, 2017, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian alliance (inves-
tigations are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a missile at an ambu-
lance belonging to center 14 which is affiliated to the civil defense center in Daraa al Bal-
ad area in eastern Daraa city. The ambulance structure was heavily destroyed, and it was 
rendered out of commission. The area is under the control of armed opposition factions.

The destruction that resulted from a bombing by the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian 
alliance on an ambulance in Daraa al Balad area in Daraa, April 8. 2017

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFc2FuMjZIeGMwNnM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFMlE4MXA5NlU4NU0/view
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B. Russian forces
Places of worship
- Mosques
Friday dawn, April 7, 2017, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired two mis-
siles near al Thahiriya Mosque in al Thahiriya village in Sahl al Rouj in the western sub-
urbs of Idlib governorate. The missiles fell 50 meters away from the mosque. The mosque 
building, and its furniture were moderately damaged. The village is under the joint control 
of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

Saturday morning, April 8, 2017, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a 
missile at Hamza ben Abdul Muttaleb Mosque in al Masihia district in the western neigh-
borhood of Jesr al Shoghour city in the western suburbs of Idlib governorate. The mosque 
building was partially destroyed, and its furniture were moderately damaged. The city is 
under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

Vital educational facilities
- Schools
Saturday, April 8, 2017, around 15:30, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian 
fired a number of missiles in the vicinity of Bsamis School for boys in the middle of Bsamis 
village in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The school building was slightly 
damaged. The village is under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al 
Sham Front.

Vital medical facilities
- Medical facilities
Friday, April 7, 2017, around 04:20, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a 
missile near Heesh Dispensary in the northern neighborhood of Heesh town in the south-
ern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The dispensary building and equipment were moderate-
ly damaged. The town is under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al 
Sham Front.

Saturday, April 8, 2017, around 15:15, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian 
fired a number of missiles in the vicinity of the building of the dispensary which is located 
in the northern neighborhood of Heesh town in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. 
The building was slightly damaged. It should be noted that the same dispensary by fixed-
wing warplanes we believe were Russian on the previous day. The town is under the joint 
control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8oDs0gvdXqFaERzZV9mV3BCR0k/view
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Saturday, April 8, 2017, around 15:15, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian 
fired a number of missiles in the vicinity of the Women’s Medical Center in Heesh town in 
the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The center building was slightly damaged. The 
town is under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

Infrastructures
- Official headquarters
Saturday, April 8, 2017, around 15:15, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian 
fired a number of missiles in the vicinity of the local council in the northern neighborhood 
of Heesh town in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The building was slightly 
damaged. The town is under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al 
Sham Front.

3- Use of cluster munitions
A. Russian forces
Idlib governorate
Saturday, April 8, 2017, around 15:20, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian 
fired a RBK-500 missiles loaded with ShOAB-0.5 submunitions, targeting the main road 
on the outskirts of Urm al Jouz town in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, which 
resulted in the killing of three individuals. The town is under the joint control of armed op-
position factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

ShOAB-0.5 cluster submunitions that didn’t explode after a cluster attack we believe was 
Russian on the outskirts of Urm al Jouz town in Idlib, April 8, 2017

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0RzVYWVptajd1Q0U
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0RHNFSUhSdTRPaHc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0TUJCbG83SnNTcFk/view
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Sunday, April 9, 2017, around 08:05, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired 
a RBK-500 missile loaded with ShOAB-0.5 submunitions, targeting the northern neighbor-
hood of Heesh town in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The town is under the 
joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

Sunday, April 9, 2017, around 08:32, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired 
a RBK-500 missile loaded with ShOAB-0.5 submunitions, targeting the agricultural lands 
in Bsamis village in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The village is under the 
joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

Tuesday, April 11, 2017, around 01:00, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian 
fired a RBK500 missile loaded with AO-2.5RTM / AO-2.5RT in the eastern neighborhood 
of Saraqeb city in the northern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The city is under the joint 
control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

B. Unspecified party – either the Syrian regime or the Russian regime (Investiga-
tions are still ongoing)
Hama governorate
Tuesday, April 11, 2017, around 11:19, the fixed-wing warplanes of the Syrian-Russian al-
liance (investigations are still ongoing to determine the perpetrator party) fired a RBK500 
missile loaded with AO-2.5RTM  / AO-2.5RT near the southern cemetery in the southern 
neighborhood Kafr Zita in the northern suburbs of Hama governorate, which resulted in 
the killing of one child. Additionally, three children and one woman were injured. The city 
is under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

4- Use of incendiary weapons
Idlib governorate
Saturday, April 8, 2017, around 15:15, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian 
used incendiary weapons at the southern entrance of Ma’aret Harma village in the south-
ern suburbs of Idlib governorate, which burned a civilian car. The village is under the joint 
control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0RFpDNUdoUTFGdVE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0LTJTWnVZUUJoX1E
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0dHlhTjZvOU8xV0k
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Saturday, April 8, 2017, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian used incendiary 
weapons to target Al Bleisa village in eastern Saraqeb city in the eastern suburbs of Idlib 
governorate, which erupted fires in the agricultural lands and on the outskirts of the main 
road. The village is under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham 
Front.

Sunday, April 9, 2017, around 19:20, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian used 
incendiary weapons to target civilian houses and a gas station on the northern outskirts of 
Saraqeb city in the northern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The bombing injured one indi-
vidual, and caused fires in the area. The city is under the joint control of armed opposition 
factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

Incendiary weapons remnants after an attack we believe was Russian in Ma’aret Harma 
village in Idlib, April 8, 2017

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0ZTlGZDljX054QUU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0LUxzVElOOFZGejQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0UENDVVdrekcwbjQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0UEwxNXFYR2U2Z3M
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0dlJWT2dtMmJNWUE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0R1dNNFhRbDdEN1k/view
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Tuesday, April 11, 2017, around 11:20, fixed-wing warplanes 
we believe were Russian used incendiary weapons to target 
Bizzeet village in the suburbs of Jesr al Shoghour in the west-
ern suburbs of Idlib governorate, which killed one civilian and 
burned a number of houses. The village is under the joint con-
trol of armed opposition factions and Fateh al Sham Front.

Hama governorate
Saturday, April 8, 2017, around 15:08, fixed-wing warplanes 
we believe were Russian used incendiary weapons to tar-
get the agricultural lands about 2-3 kilometers away from the 
northwestern parts of al Latamna town towards al Zaka vil-
lage, which caused fires in the targeted area.  The town is 
under the control of armed opposition factions.
 
Saturday, April 8, 2017, around 18:15, fixed-wing warplanes 
we believe were Russian used incendiary weapons to tar-
get the agricultural lands about 2-3 kilometers away from the 
northwestern parts of al Latamna town towards al Zaka vil-
lage, which caused fires in the targeted area. The town is 
under the control of armed opposition factions.

5- Use of chemical weapons
Damascus governorate
Friday, April 7, 2017, around 16:00, Syrian regime forces used two hand grenades loaded with 
a poison gas on the eastern battlefront of al Qaboun neighborhood, which injured two fighters 
from the armed opposition factions who exhibited symptoms such as suffocation, heavy breath-
ing, and severe coughing.  The neighborhood is under the control of armed opposition factions.

Fires erupting after an attack we believe were Russian using incendiary weapons in Sara-
qeb city in Idlib, April 9, 2017

Incendiary weapons rem-
nants after an attack we 
believe was Russian using 
incendiary weapons in al 
Latmana town in Hama, April 
8, 2017. Photograph by: 
Mohammad Qasem

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7O1jbPIaDd0ZzU0VVB1TXZxRVk
https://youtu.be/13gYA5PoHWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTxpdEbZt04
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTxpdEbZt04
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0Um51MXJka1lIbUE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0VlBxM2NybGVUenM/view
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IV. Appendixes and Attachments
Video posted by the U.S. Department of Defense showing American guided-missile de-
stroyers fired Tomahawk missiles at al Shayrat Airbase, April 7, 2017

Pictures taken by satellites posted by American forces showing the damages caused by 
the Tomahawk missiles in al Shayrat Military Airbase, April 7, 2017

https://youtu.be/Dps_s1RIAtY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzGXElK16xG6eHZIaTV1VmtrMXc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7Am2CbC5HtqdldqVFktd3EwV0k/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzGXElK16xG6anhqbVNROW9zaGs/view
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Pictures showing the destruction in al Shayrat Airbase in Homs in the aftermath of the 
Tomahawk missiles bombing by American guided-missile destroyers, April 7, 2017

V. Legal Conclusions and Recommendations
Legal conclusions
1- The Syrian-Russian alliance has, beyond any doubt, violated Security Council Resolu-
tions 2139 and 2254 which both state that indiscriminate attacks must be halted. Also, the 
regime violated Article 8 of Rome Statute through the act of willful killing which constitutes 
war crimes
2- We can confirm that the bombardment mentioned in this report has targeted armless 
civilians. Therefore, Russian and Syrian forces have violated the rules of the internation-
al human rights law which guarantee the right to life. Additionally, these violations were 
perpetrated in a non-international armed conflict which amounts to a war crime where all 
elements were fulfilled.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzGXElK16xG6VkliYTFQQzF3Tk0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7Am2CbC5HtqcGF4YzdMQW15Sk0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7Am2CbC5HtqV2JqWERScXNMc1E/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7Am2CbC5Htqd2FQbXdqX2M4VVE/view
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3- The attacks mentioned in this report, which were carried out by the Syrian-Russian 
alliance, are considered a violation of the customary international humanitarian law, as the 
shells were fired at a populated area rather than a specific military object.
4- The bombardment operations have caused collateral damages that involved casualties 
or injuries, or significant damages to civil facilities. There are strong indicators suggesting 
that the damage was too excessive compared to the anticipated military benefit.

Recommendations
The Russian Regime
1- Launch investigations regarding the incidents mentioned in this report, and make the 
findings of these investigation public to the Syrian people. Also, whose who were involved 
must be held accountable.
2- Compensate all the facilities and centers that were damaged, and reconstruct and 
re-prepare them. Also, all the families of the victims and wounded, who were killed by the 
current Russian regime, must be compensated properly.

The Security Council
• The Security Council has to take additional steps as it has been over a year since Res-
olution 2139 was adopted and no pledges to cease the indiscriminate bombardment 
operations have been made. All the parties to the conflict must respect these steps and 
adhere to the rules of the international humanitarian law.
• The Syrian case must be referred to the International Criminal Court and all those who 
are responsible must be held accountable
• Instill security and peace in Syria and implement the norm of the Responsibility to Pro-
tect in order to protect the lives, culture, and history of the Syrian people from being de-
stroyed, looted, and ruined.
• Expand the sanctions to include the Russian and Iranian regimes who are directly in-
volved in committing crimes against humanity and war crimes against the Syrian people.

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
The Office must submit a report to the Human Rights Council and other organs of the 
United Nations on this massacre in particular, given that it was perpetrated by forces we 
believe are Russian.
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The International Community 
• In light of the split in the Security Council and its utter inability, steps must be taken on 
the national and regional levels to form alliances to support the Syrian people that would 
protect them from the daily killings and siege, and enhance the support for the relief ef-
forts. Additionally, the principle of universal jurisdiction must be activated in local courts 
regarding these crimes in order to conduct fair trials for all those who were involved.
• SNHR has repeatedly called for the implementation of the Responsibility to Protect in 
tens of studies and reports as a member of the International Coalition for the Responsibil-
ity to Protect (ICRtoP) after all political channels through the Arab League’s plan and then 
Mr. Kofi Annan’s plan were drought out. Therefore, steps under Article 7 of the Rome Stat-
ute must be taken and the norm of the Responsibility to Protect, which was established by 
the United Nations General Assembly, must be implemented. The Security Council is still 
hindering the protection of civilians in Syria.
• Renew the pressure on the Security Council to refer the case in Syria to the International 
Criminal Court.
• Work on fulfilling justice and achieving accountability in Syria through the United Nations 
General Assembly and the Human Rights Council and work on activating the principle of 
the universal jurisdiction.
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