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Syrian Civil Society Demands 
Enforcement As Ceasefire 
Violations Mount in Syria 
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The Syrian Network for Human Rights, founded in June 2011,
is a non-governmental, non-profit independent organization
that is a primary source for the United Nations on all death
 toll-related statistics in Syria

[2 March 2017, GENEVA] One week into Syria’s peace talks, the number of reported violations 
of international humanitarian law is surging – threatening to undermine peace talks. In a 
new report released yesterday, the Syrian Network for Human Rights documented 55 major 
ceasefire violations since 22 February, a staggering %88 of which were committed by the 
Syrian regime and its Russian allies. The violations, which include the unlawful killing of 
civilians, arbitrary arrests and indiscriminate bombardment, resulted in at least 282 civilian 
deaths, including 54 children and 35 women.
 
“Since the start of the Geneva process, our monitors have documented a major increase in 
ceasefire violations, particularly by the Syrian regime and its allies,” Fadel Abdul Ghany of 
the Syrian Network for Human Rights, a leading Syrian human rights monitoring group, said. 
“Civilians and vital facilities like hospitals are being targeted at an increased pace, and we 
are receiving credible reporting that sieges are tightening, including most dramatically in 
the al Waer neighborhood of Homs City. These violations must stop now – the viability of the 
political process in Geneva depends on it.”  
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Civil society activists participating in Syria peace talks in Geneva are calling on the 
international community to apply real pressure to the parties to the conflict by ensuring 
consequences for ceasefire violations. Following a series of successful meetings with 
European Special Envoys and representatives of the European Union and United Nations 
on the margins of peace talks in Geneva, activists urged the international community to do 
more to stop the violence and enforce the increasingly fragile ceasefire.
 
“If the world fails to take concrete action to stop the growing violations, there is a real 
risk that the ceasefire will collapse and with it peace talks in Geneva”, Mutaseum Syoufi 
of The Day After, a Syrian-led civil society organization working to support democratic 
transition in Syria, said. “Our organizations are in Geneva because we believe that both 
the parties and the international community must do more to strengthen the ceasefire, 
including by supporting a UN-led independent monitoring mechanism and establishing 
specific consequences for ceasefire violations. Without credible consequences enforced 
by Member States, we fear more innocent Syrians will be killed, and Syrians› hopes for the 
Geneva process will be lost entirely.”  
 
In Geneva, the activists met with the Special Envoys of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, as well 
as representatives of Turkey, the EU’s European External Action Service, the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, and the Independent Commission of Inquiry. The 
Syrian Network for Human Rights› full report can be found here.  
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