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Wednesday, July 12, 2017

Syrian Civil Society Demand 
Progress on Syria’s Detainee File

As Syria peace talks resume, 
Syrians urge US, Russia and 
Jordan to include the release of 
almost 107,000 detainees as part of 
the Ceasefire Agreement

Joint Statement
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The Syrian Network for Human Rights, founded in June 2011,
is a non-governmental, non-profit independent organization
that is a primary source for the United Nations on all death
 toll-related statistics in Syria

[11 JULY] Following the announcement of a ceasefire agreement in Southern Syria between 
Russia, the United States and Jordan, the Chairman of the Syrian Network for Human Rights 
(SNHR) said: “as a member of Syrian civil society, I welcome any efforts to ease the suffering 
of the Syrian people and especially efforts to stop the daily attacks perpetrated by the Assad 
regime and its allies against Syrian civilians. However, previous ceasefire agreements have 
proven that without credible mechanisms for monitoring and verification, and consequences 
for violations, no ceasefire agreement will ensure the protection Syrians deserve.

“Moreover,” Mr. Abdul Ghany continues, “unlike previous agreements, the current ceasefire 
does not include progress on the issue of detainees for the areas included in the agreement”.

The SNHR has documented that there are almost 21,000 detainees in the three governo-
rates included in the Ceasefire Agreement and almost 107,000 in the rest of the country.

“It is clear that the immediate release of arbitrarily-held detainees, must be included in any 
discussion on Syria. The release of detainees is key to securing a lasting peace for the crisis in 
Syria and cannot be sidelined at the expense of a political deal ” concludes Mr. Abdul Ghany.

Syrian civil society groups are therefore urging the international community and in 
particular the guarantors of the ceasefire to:

Re-introduce the release of detainees as a priority for the Ceasefire Agreement - in particu-
lar women and children - and guarantee the access of international monitors to all official 
and non-official detention centers inside Syria;

Establish a UN-led independent monitoring and verification mechanism to ensure deter-
rence against and verification of violations of the ceasefire, as well as clear enforcement 
mechanisms;

Ensure that the delivery of humanitarian aid, in particular to besieged-areas, remains a key 
component of any ceasefire agreement.
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