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The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR), founded in 
June 2011, is a non-governmental, independent group that 
is considered a primary source for the OHCHR on all death 
toll-related analyses in Syria.
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I.Introduction and Methodology
One of the most significant, and unfortunate highlights of the eight-year long popular up-
rising for democracy in Syria, which has subsequently transformed into an internal armed 
conflict, is the international community’s unprecedented abandonment of the Syrian people 
on all levels, which has vastly complicated the ramifications of this conflict and the form 
which the future of Syria will take. This can be seen in no starker way than in the case of the 
children of Syria. 
We have documented the most notable violations to which the children in Syria, as well as in 
some of the refuging countries, have been subjected to in our database, including dozens 
of reports that reflect our database and which contain statistical data, accounts, photos, 
and documents on the most dangerous incidents that the children of Syria have experi-
enced. We stress, however, that these risks affect not only the children’s physical or mental 
health, and their education and medical care, but manifest themselves on a vastly more 
profound emotional and psychological level, leaving deep-rooted scars in their memories 
and shaping their identities in a distorted manner, which will surface ultimately in their fu-
tures. The states of the region must immediately begin work to help overcome the traumatic 
hardships that the children of Syria have suffered and are still suffering from. There will be 
no stability in Syria without stability for its children.
The issues of child recruitment and lack of education are among the most serious risks 
which a Syrian child faces - provided that he or she somehow survives the mass killing 
through bombardment, siege, or torture. In the early stages of the popular uprising, children 
participated in a number of activities, such as demonstrations, singing, and photography, 
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but as the popular uprising turned into an armed conflict, a proportion of those children 
shifted towards militarization in line with their communities; despite children being affected 
to a lesser extent than adults, a considerable number of children have been involved, with 
these numbers increasing due to the shifts in the patterns of engagement with the Syrian 
regime, influenced by relatives such as a father, brother, or even friend. Due to this, some 
children became directly involved in the conflict rather than being simply victims or eyewit-
nesses. This was apparent, to varying degrees, within the ranks of the armed opposition 
factions, as well as within the pro-Syrian regime militias, particularly after fighting became 
a more prevalent source of income. However, extremist groups remain the parties most ac-
tively involved in child conscription, along with the Kurdish Democratic Union Party forces 
which have normalized a child conscription policy. 
Meanwhile, we have also recorded a decrease in children’s school attendance rates which 
reached 0% in some areas. As we have documented, school attendance rates in Syria are 
now amongst the lowest worldwide, with three million children currently out of school in the 
country, although the situation is slightly less dire for children refugees. This alarming figure 
can be traced back to a number of reasons – most prominently forced displacement, a fate 
that befell half of the Syrian people, as well as a lack of job opportunities and the deliberate 
bombardment of schools, primarily by the Syrian regime and secondly by Russian forces, 
since dismantling and punishing society has been always an objective of the Syrian regime. 
As such, the international community must hold those responsible for crimes against hu-
manity committed against the children in Syria to account, most notably the Syrian regime, 
and prevent any possibility of rehabilitation or immunity.

Through frequently speaking with a vast number of Syrian children, we have noticed that a 
large proportion of them suffer from psychological issues caused by bereavement – par-
ticularly losing close family members, especially first-degree relatives such as fathers or 
mothers, as well as due to deprivation of education. The ongoing failure to address the 
need to rehabilitate those children will yield repercussions that are difficult to predict. Ac-
cordingly, the international community must urgently invest on the social, cultural, and eco-
nomic levels as part of a long-term strategy.

Fadel Abdul Ghany, chairman of SNHR, says:
“As long as the regional and friendly states fail to uphold their responsibility to the 
children of Syria at the levels of rehabilitation, education, and in combating the phe-
nomenon of child conscription, Syria will never be able to stand on its feet and find 
any modicum of stability, its society will never be coherent again, and the descent 
into a failed state will continue. This task requires redoubled efforts and far greater 
capabilities. Abandoning the children of Syria will have a destructive impact that 
will extend far beyond Syria, adversely affecting the stability of the whole region.”

https://data.unicef.org/resources/dataset/net-attendance-rates/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/dataset/net-attendance-rates/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/dataset/net-attendance-rates/
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Methodology
This report outlines the toll of violations against children by the parties to the conflict in Syria 
between March 2011 and November 20, 2018 which SNHR’s team has been able to docu-
ment, highlighting the most notable of these violations, particularly those which took place 
between November 20, 2017, and November 20, 2018.
The SNHR team carries out its ongoing monitoring of incidents via a wide network of activ-
ists within Syria, including dozens of various sources, that we have built up over an accu-
mulation of extensive relations since first beginning our work. When we receive information 
or hear reports of a violation via the internet or media outlets, we work to follow up this news 
and try to verify and collect evidence and data. In some cases, researchers are able to 
rapidly visit the location of incidents. Such immediate access is rare, however, due to the 
incredibly high severe security risks, and given the frequency of daily incidents, and de-
pends on the human and material resources available Therefore, the possibility of obtaining 
evidence varies between one case and another, and thus in the degree of certainty in its 
classification. In cases where accessing the scene of the incident is problematic, the SNHR 
team relies on accounts from survivors who experienced the violation firsthand. We try to 
establish direct contact with these individuals and, secondarily, with other eyewitnesses 
who saw or recorded the violation, in addition to analyzing available materials from open 
sources such as the internet and media outlets. Thirdly, we try to speak to medical person-
nel who treated the wounded, assessed the symptoms, and, in cases where the violations 
resulted in the victims dying, determined the cause of death. 
All of the attacks included in this report, which were carried out by parties to the conflict in 
Syria, targeted wholly civilian areas in nature. We didn’t document any military presence 
or armories during or even before the attacks in these areas. Also, the aggressing parties 
failed to warn the civilians in the vicinity prior to the attacks as required by the international 
humanitarian law.
We have stored copies of all the photos and videos mentioned in this report in a secret 
online database, as well as keeping backup copies on hard drives. Nonetheless, we can’t 
claim that we have documented all cases in light of the continuing media blackout and per-
secution imposed by Syrian regime forces and other armed groups.
Some of the videos and photos we have included show children who were killed or wound-
ed in bombing, some of whom died under the rubble. Other videos show children who died 
of starvation and illness. We have many such photos, only some of which are included in 
this report.
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This report contains 11 accounts by surviving children, their families, or eyewitnesses. All 
accounts have been collected by speaking directly with the eyewitnesses, rather than cit-
ing accounts collected at second hand from any open sources. We explained the purpose 
of these interviews beforehand to the eyewitnesses who have given us permission to use 
the information they provided without being offered or given any incentives
SNHR has attempted to spare the eyewitnesses the agony of remembering the violations 
perpetrated against them. Guarantees were also given to conceal the identity of any eye-
witnesses who preferred to use an alias.
This report only reflects the bare minimum that we have been able to document of the un-
imaginably immense severity and terrible magnitude of the violations taking place in Syria. 
It also doesn’t cover the social, economic, and psychological ramifications.

II. Toll of Violations against Children according to SNHR’s Database
SNHR is concerned with documenting a wide range of types and patterns of violations to 
which the children of Syria have been subjected. Since murder is the gravest type of vio-
lation, we always strive to ensure that we shed light on the children whom Syria has lost to 
the crime of murder at the hands of the different parties to the conflict, mostly to the Syrian 
regime and Iranian militias who are responsible for 80 percent of the killings in the country, 
followed by Russian forces, who were responsible for approximately seven percent. Sec-
ondly, we shed light on the children who were arrested and imprisoned, many of whom 
have been classified as forcibly disappeared. It is worth noting that the Syrian regime is 
again the most prolific offender in this category as in all the other categories of violations. 
Thirdly, we focus on children who died due to torture, in which the regime is yet again the 
primary culprit. These three categories of violations are the gravest risks facing Syria’s chil-
dren, followed by child conscription and lack of education.

Extrajudicial killing
SNHR documented the killing of 28,226 children at the hands of the parties to the conflict 
in Syria between March 2011 and November 20, 2018, as follows:
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Arbitrary arrest and enforced-disappearance 
SNHR documented that no fewer than 4,469 children as being still under arrest or forcibly 
disappeared at the hands of the parties to the conflict in Syria between March 2011 and 
November 20, 2018, as follows:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LR5zehM7_JEjskCSTzbLRV-T7NyPVqPb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p_QuZiT9zQNsKSMxrbCFQXq9ftmCXbi1/view
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III. Patterns of Violations against Children by the Parties to the Conflict
1. Syrian regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias)
A. Extrajudicial killing
The Syrian regime has been and remains the first and foremost offender responsible for 
the violations which take place in the territories under its control. It is important to draw a 
distinction between the Syrian state as an entity whose legitimacy is recognized by the UN, 
and the de facto hereditary regime that has ruled over the state for decades by use of an 
iron fist rather than through free election or popular consensus, which lacks any legitimacy. 
This ruling regime has not only failed to protect the very people it rules over but has also 
committed the most harrowing types of violations and crimes against them in order to retain 
power, including involvement in perpetrating crimes against humanity against the children 
of Syria. Although the present regime has ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
despite its heinous crimes against children which have followed a consistent pattern, the 
relevant UN committee has failed to take any action to revoke the regime’s signatory status 
to this treaty or to demand that the other signatory states put an end to its violations. The UN 
Committee on the Rights of the Child, which was one of the Convention’s outcomes, is fully 
morally and legally responsible for upholding the terms of this legislation before the world’s 
states, human rights groups, and Syrian society.
Syrian regime forces have targeted children with indiscriminate bombardment using mis-
siles, artillery, cluster bombs, poison gases, and barrel bombs against homes, schools, dis-
placement shelters, playgrounds, and, in many cases, even while the children are receiving 
treatment at medical facilities. Children have been slaughtered by regime militias using 
knives in a number of massacres of a sectarian-cleansing nature – in Homs governorate, 
Banyas city, Jdeidat al Fadel, al Qalamoun of Damascus suburbs, the northern suburbs of 
Hama, and the suburbs of Aleppo governorate. Between March 2011 and November 20, 
2018, Syrian regime forces have killed at least 22,444 children who have been documented 
by SNHR by name, photo, video, and place and time of death.
On Tuesday, December 19, 2017, fixed-wing Syrian regime warplanes fired missiles at al 
Sha’fa city, which is administratively a part of al Boukamal city, in the eastern suburbs of 
Deir Ez-Zour governorate, resulting in the deaths of nine civilians from the same family, in-
cluding six children and one woman. The city was under the control of ISIS at the time of 
the incident.
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On Tuesday, January 9, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of 
missiles at Hamouriya town of Eastern Ghouta in eastern Damascus suburbs governorate, 
resulting in the deaths of 25 civilians, including 13 children and eight women, while around 
50 others were wounded. The town was under the control of armed opposition factions at 
the time of the incident.

On Saturday, February 3, 2018, Syrian regime helicopters dropped a number of barrel 
bombs on al Shamali neighborhood of Ma’saran village in the eastern suburbs of Idlib gov-
ernorate, which resulted in the deaths of seven civilians from the same family (five children 
and their parents) as they were trying to flee their home towards a safer place in fear of the 
bombardment on the village. The village was under the joint control of armed opposition 
factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

On Sunday, March 11, 2018, Syrian regime helicopters dropped a number of barrel bombs 
on Douma city in the Eastern Ghouta region of the eastern Damascus suburbs governorate, 
resulting in the deaths of 28 civilians, including 11 children and seven women. The city was 
under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

On Wednesday, April 11, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime warplanes fired two missiles at 
Qastoun village in the western suburbs of Hama governorate, resulting in the deaths of six 
civilians who were mostly from the same family (four children and two women). The village 
was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Heba Hani Ramadan, a two-year-old female infant, and her eight-month-old infant brother 
Amir Hani Ramadan, from al Sherka town in the western suburbs of Hama governorate, 
were were killed along with their mother Subhiya Ahmad al Ibeid on Saturday, May 5, 2018, 
in a barrel bomb attack by Syrian regime helicopters which dropped the bomb on the house 
where they lived. 
SNHR spoke to Hani Ramadan1, father of Heba and Amir, who was in Turkey when he 
learned of the deaths of his wife and children, “I was told by a relative of mine that my 
wife and children were transferred to a local hospital after the helicopters dropped a 
barrel bomb on our house. On the next day, I left Turkey for Syria and arrived at the 
hospital, but they told me that my wife and children died instantly and I couldn’t see 
their dead bodies since they were reduced to body parts which were buried directly 
after the bombardment. I was denied the chance to see them one last time.”

1  We contacted him via Phone

http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1448&token=kdUJp2HQAjlECJhVjnfiWskeXvjd5Eff
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tzwTrK8S96cojTS4S4zLC22ov9TfCngx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C3G1Kk0rfHf_q3l5wmZPGBQVjIHm1YiR/view
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1545&token=yjvg1RsEXQ1xqhps7sZ53Ylh8kOpEgu3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z_Hj12wRryRe1yf9AMWXm2krcs0xzCK2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iwDJx3zi1qtrI7NI3fjxtRSCi1yWYqRB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cnSEQbm9PuCLJbsLIvj0rkZB6Jpy86UW/view

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cnSEQbm9PuCLJbsLIvj0rkZB6Jpy86UW/view
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On Sunday, June 10, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime warplanes (Su-22) fired missiles in the 
vicinity of al Noor Hospital for Children in western Taftanaz town in the northern suburbs 
of Idlib governorate, resulting in the deaths of 12 civilians, including four children and two 
women. In addition, the building housing the hospital, the furniture, and the equipment were 
moderately damaged. The village was under the joint control of armed opposition factions 
and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

On Tuesday, July 17, 2018, Syrian regime helicopters dropped a number of barrel bombs 
near a school housing IDPs in Ein al Tina village in the southern suburbs of Quneitra gover-
norate, which resulted in the deaths of nine civilians all at once, including five children and 
two women. The IDPs had been displaced from al Hara city in the northwestern suburbs 
of Daraa governorate. The village of Ein al Tina was under the control of armed opposition 
factions at the time of the incident.

B. Arrest, enforced-disappearance, and torture
Syrian regime forces have resorted to arresting and imprisoning children since the very first 
day of the popular uprising which broke out in March 2011 as a way of punishing and re-
taliating against them due to their involvement in the uprising. Children were subsequently 
used as a means of putting pressure on their families to surrender themselves or to extract 
confessions from them. In addition, children were detained along with their mothers when 
they were present during their mothers’ arrest. Between March 2011 and November 20, 

A female child who was killed in a barrel bomb attack by Syrian regime air force on a school housing 

IDPs in Ein al Tina village in Quneitra – July 17, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OgrqaMrokKgC7nht_sBTkN3HCbOqnydP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13XjqvBFVgVITO1M2lpiFpLp-SpYFBuWx/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QqXHEF-2fdFfy9dTo9hUkkgJx-N0r_7F/view
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1658&token=AfNrEaztqwGp6AoRFfuBxUcfRIeyxMwY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTEYQi4AOdrMJyFigIikdWIxn6aoO6Nx/view
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1659&token=LF2JNooI8NIcP0gxc4nM0RE3jBGwrTE3
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1659&token=LF2JNooI8NIcP0gxc4nM0RE3jBGwrTE3
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11CmbjZ9G6RiQlAcvGMZB8utpf-8s4I3-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11CmbjZ9G6RiQlAcvGMZB8utpf-8s4I3-/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Ain+Eltinah,+Syria/@33.0097195,35.9660716,14z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x15195381ef6c69cf:0xb9e7ca99a0e70914!8m2!3d32.9987398!4d35.9614993?hl=en
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L1M0DjwGrwitARevytaxBqtCOb5m4hl-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15W-xFNra0smGMiO0lMQyUjBZeycptgof/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o-9h2M_lmAAGa2hLSwK4PwgpbDPOIPEM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XMrXO6X80NLfZDKOLleShuN5vljRMImH/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U59OEZumlPPdm73fHE8EJTlK8Xrby9te/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wEOD2PGOeZX20KRmMjOO0APcJrieZpdU/view
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2018, we have recorded no fewer than 123 incidents of arrest in which children were de-
tained along with their mothers, and no fewer than 84 incidents of births taking place inside 
detention centers, all of which suffered from lack of essential post-natal medical care, as 
well as a failure to secure their needs, resulting in the deaths of seven of those children.
Syrian regime forces have carried out mass arrests of children during their raids on cities 
and towns outside the areas of their control or at checkpoints that separate Syrian regime 
forces’ areas of control and other parties’, particularly armed opposition factions to use 
these children in prisoner exchanges and to force the opposition to engage in negotiations.
We recorded no fewer than 3,155 children who are still under arrest or forcibly disappeared 
between March 2011 and November 20, 2018

Osama Khaled al Qash, a 14-year-old child, from Hama city, was arrested by Syrian regime 
forces on Friday, July 13, 2018 in a raid on Janoud al Mal’ab neighborhood while the regime 
troops were searching for people wanted for reserve military service. He was taken to an 
undisclosed location.

Maha. B., an 11-month old female infant from Bab al Qebli neighborhood of Hama was de-
tained along with her mother on Wednesday, October 3, 2018, by officers from the regime’s 
Military Security Intelligence division at a checkpoint at the entrance of Kazo neighborhood 
in western Hama city. She and her mother were taken to the Military Security branch on the 
Hama-Homs road in southern Hama city. The fate of both mother and baby remains un-
known to SNHR as well as to their family.

SNHR spoke to M.B., the girl’s grandfather, via Skype. He witnessed the arrest and told 
us, “As my daughter and her daughter were passing the Kazo checkpoint, they were 
arrested by the checkpoint’s officials immediately since she was returning from Idlib 
governorate.” He added that although he pleaded with officials to at least release the in-
fant, they refused, “About 15 minutes later, a security car came and took my daughter 
and her daughter to the Military Security branch. They haven’t been released and we 
don’t know anything about them except for some news that we receive from fixers 
that suggest that they were transferred to the security branches in Damascus city.”

Mohammad Mahmoud Fathi al Hader, a 16-year-old child, from al Boukamal city in the east-
ern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, was arrested by Syrian regime forces on Sunday, 
November 4, 2018, in al Boukamal city. He was taken to an undisclosed location.
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Syrian regime forces practice a range of torture methods that include severe beatings, pull-
ing out nails, incineration, electrocution, and food deprivation, all of which are used against 
children as well as adults. Between March 2011, and November 20, 2018, we recorded the 
death of 172 children due to torture, medical negligence, and horrendous conditions inside 
regime detention centers.

Ali Omar Shamma, a child, from Salamiya city in the eastern suburbs of Hama governorate, 
was born in 1994. On July 30, 2011, he was arrested by Syrian regime forces in Salamiya 
city. He appeared in an obviously forced recorded confession on the official state TV chan-
nel on September 10, 2011, in which he confessed to committing acts of terrorism. Follow-
ing this coerced statement, SNHR and his family were unable to find out his whereabouts 
and he was documented as forcibly disappeared. On September 11, 2011, Syrian regime 
forces arrested Ali’s father, Omar Ali Shamma the imam and preacher at al Tawhid Mosque 
in Salamiya city. The justification given for his arrest was his status as Ali’s father. On May 
10, 2018, we received information confirming that they both died due to torture inside a 
detention center. Their family were shocked to learn accidentally of their deaths at the civil 
registration office in Salamiya city.

D.S., a relative of the victim Omar Shamma and his son Ali, told us via phone that a friend 
of his told him about an official notification of death that arrived to the civil registration in Sa-
lamia city under the name of Ali Shamma, “When I went to check on this news, I saw the 
death statement for Ali, and I was surprised by another one for his father Omar. Their 
death date was the same according to the records. They [regime officials] didn’t let 
us have a death statement or know of any details. We haven’t done any paperwork to 
certify his death at the civil registration office. The death statement did not say where 
and how he died either, and they didn’t even mention that they had him detained. We 
suspect that they were executed.”

Wael Mohammad Ali Dqouri, a child, from the Rukn al Din neighborhood of northern Da-
mascus city, was 12 years old at the time of his arrest by Syrian regime forces on Friday, 
October 25, 2013. On Thursday, July 12, 2018, we learned that he had been registered as 
dead at the civil registration office. We suspect that he died due to torture inside a regime 
detention center.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QpopxFtv35WJ5sBuUErQVynZMDG1QOna/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TA4DxNMyCOM1HQb5F-LNX_ykWbDlrZUE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LK9Q1QaxKIVKaDtGcASTymwFaedaH7U8/view
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Ahmad Nabil Shmiti, a child born in 1996 whose mother’s name is Najah, came from Yabroud 
city in western Damascus suburbs governorate. He was arrested by Syrian regime forces in 
2012. On Friday, July 20, 2018, we learned that he had been registered as dead at the civil 
registration office. We suspect that he died due to torture inside a regime detention center.

Hamidi Abbas Metras al Hamidi, a child, from al Ashra village in the western suburbs of Hasa-
ka governorate, was 14 years old at the time of his arrest by Syrian regime forces in 2014. 
On Wednesday, August 1, 2018, we learned that he had been registered as dead at the civil 
registration office. We suspect that he died due to torture inside a regime detention center.

Odai Sabri al Hillo, a Palestinian-Syrian child from al Yarmouk Camp in southern Damascus 
city, was 17-year-old at the time of his arrest by Syrian regime forces on Friday, June 6, 2014 
at a regime checkpoint in al Yarmouk Camp. On Monday, September 24, 2018, we received 
information that he had died due to torture inside a regime detention center.

C. Use of prohibited weapons (cluster munitions and chemical weapons)
Chemical weapons
Syrian regime forces used chemical weapons on a large scale against the areas that broke 
free of their control. Due to their physical vulnerability, children were the worst affected and 
harmed by the effects of these weapons. These attacks were often accompanied by other 
assaults targeting rescue workers administering medical aid to the injured, which further 
raised the tally of injuries among children. We recorded that no fewer than 196 children 
have suffocated to death in attacks involving the use of chemical weapons since the regime 
first used them on December 23, 2012.

On Saturday, April 7, 2018, at around 21:00, Syrian regime helicopters dropped a number 
of barrel bombs containing poison gas near al Shuhada Square in Nu’man area in Douma 
city in the Eastern Ghouta region of the eastern Damascus suburbs governorate, resulting 
in the deaths of 41 civilians, who suffocated to death, including 10 children and 15 women, 
with around 550 others injured and suffering from symptoms of suffocation. The city was un-
der the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident. SNHR has released 
a report detailing the incident.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u8TnT6IuTjJhvIwYR5Tbgic12pf4dbkG/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NfQNBwl15pfQ2sr7CTMNz4INTD4AZuIo/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rJvG26YE2791Gvci0gX40-aJGwYcEvjy/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1id-EYgyFQ3xVfqcVhKWAUtic_pAH5d06/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HQ-AdrgfJUFg7PdOvcPHw7PKVKu8rtGx/view
http://sn4hr.org/blog/2018/05/11/52183/
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Cluster munitions
Syrian regime forces have used cluster munitions in an indiscriminate fashion. These at-
tacks have targeted populated civilian areas and agricultural lands. More harrowingly, a 
large proportion of the bomblets contained by these bombs don’t explode and are in-
stead effectively turned into landmines capable of killing and disfiguring anyone who strays 
across them, posing a serious threat to civilians. These bomblets often have shiny, bright 
colors that might attract children, meaning that children are again the category most en-
dangered by their presence. 
SNHR recorded that no fewer than 394 children were killed in Syrian regime attacks using 
cluster munitions or in explosions of old cluster bomblets between their first documented 
use in Syria in July 2012 and November 20, 2018.

On Monday, August 13, 2018, Syrian regime rocket launchers, which we believe were sta-
tioned in the northern suburbs of Hama, fired three rockets loaded with cluster bomblets on 
al Tah village in the southern suburbs of Idlib, which resulted in the death of a male child 
identified as Hekmat al Brouk and a woman identified as Manar al Abdullah. The area was 
under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of 
the incident.

D. Siege
Since 2012, Syrian regime forces have imposed an encircling siege on a wide range of 
cities and neighborhoods that broke free of their control. In most of these areas, the sieges 
lasted for years during which access to food and medical supplies for those neighborhoods 
was impeded as a way to force the residents into submission. In addition, Syrian regime 
forces deliberately targeted vital facilities in the besieged areas such as hospitals, food 
warehouses, and drainage systems, which raised the number of severe malnutrition cases 

Child victims who suffocated to death in an aerial chemical weapons attack carried out by the Syrian regime on Douma 

city in Damascus suburbs – April 7, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16_0dzzCdaKUdYKUQ_uPaGeuon9NicUBG/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Zw-iQoyxe8jvPH91Q5dm_haL-FBPOG2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wrJdleodRY6RIYo-7EW7tvSOxePxeSFO/view
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and spread disease, while formerly eradicated diseases, such as poliomyelitis, returned, 
along with increased chances of birth defects and miscarriages amid a shortage or com-
plete lack of necessary medications to treat these conditions. Syrian regime forces also 
barred the evacuation of serious medical cases into regime-controlled areas for treatment.
In light of these sieges, the number of child victims, particularly newborns, sharply in-
creased. Between March 2011 and November 20, 2018, SNHR recorded that no fewer than 
301 children died due to lack of medication and food shortages across the besieged areas 
in the governorates of Homs, Damascus suburbs, Damascus, and Deir Ez-Zour.
Ahmad Mazen Ali, a two-month-old Palestinian-Syrian infant, from al Yarmouk Camp, died 
on Monday, February 12, 2018, due to a lack of incubators in the hospitals in al Yarmouk 
Camp caused by the Syrian regime’s siege on the neighborhood.

E. Deprivation of education and child labor
Syrian regime forces have regularly and deliberately bombed schools and kindergartens 
at times when children were present, perpetrating massacres and inducing a widespread 
state of panic and terror among the children, with such attacks being a primary source of 
concern for parents, many of whom subsequently refrained from sending their children to 
schools, unenrolled them or had them prematurely drop out of the education system, de-
priving them of any potential educational opportunities. The continued bombardment since 
March 2011 has resulted in the partial or total destruction of no fewer than 1,173 schools 
and other education facilities for children, along with 29 kindergartens, with all these facil-
ities being rendered out of service as a result. Meanwhile, the ongoing massive scale of 
displacement has robbed many children of their education.

Schools
On Thursday, December 28, 2017, Syrian regime helicopters dropped a number of barrel 
bombs on a school zone containing a middle school and high school in eastern Babolin 
village in the eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate. Both school buildings were partially de-
stroyed, while their furniture was heavily damaged. The village was under the joint control 
of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AJ_n4Q161tw_k3Un0tB6-qo9M327oJmZ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ICeTZx2guk3w9s4OX0GWtDBvUEAlPEoh/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sN-3Ou4mYAA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sN-3Ou4mYAA&feature=youtu.be
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On Thursday, February 8, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime warplanes fired a number of 
missiles at the area around the private al Ahliya School, which is affiliated with the Eastern 
Orthodox’s Church of Saint George, in Irbeen city of Eastern Ghouta in eastern Damascus 
suburbs governorate. The school building was moderately damaged. The city was under 
the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Damage to a school in eastern Babolin village, Idlib, caused by a barrel bomb attack by Syrian regime 
helicopters – December 28, 2017

Damage caused by bombing by Syrian regime in the area around the private al Ahliya School of the 

Eastern Orthodox’s Church of Saint George in Irbeen city in Damascus subrubs – February 8, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ymA3_qmNbYTSpDHama7DlNBpzA1CVi8l/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PS-Jqioz4CZPq1hV_T5_XTe5JFxg9JHG/view
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On Friday, February 16, 2018, at around 14:50, Syrian regime artillery forces fired an explo-
sive cylinder near Teir Ma’la village in the northern suburbs of Homs governorate. The school 
fence was partially destroyed, while the building and furniture were slightly damaged. The 
village was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

On Saturday, April 28, 2018, Syrian regime artillery forces fired a number of shells at the 1st 
Girls School in al Sha’fa City, which is administratively a part of al Boukamal city, in the east-
ern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate. The school building was moderately damaged. 
The city was under the control of ISIS at the time of the incident.

On Thursday morning, June 28, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime/Russian warplanes (the 
incident is still being investigated to accurately identify the perpetrator) fired a missile that 
landed in front of the Nawa 1st School for Girls, for elementary and female education, in 
Nawa city in the northwestern suburbs of Daraa governorate. The school building was par-
tially destroyed, while the furniture was heavily damaged. The town was under the control 
of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

On Monday, September 10, 2018, Syrian regime forces stationed in the eastern suburbs 
of Idlib governorate, used rocket launchers to shell al Nedal School, which is adjacent to 
al Quds School in Jarjanaz town in the eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate, during school 
hours. A number of students were wounded in the attack, while the schoolyard was slightly 
damaged. The town was under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

On the night of Wednesday October 24, 2018, Syrian regime artillery fired a shell at Kafr 
Hamra Elementary School in southern Kafr Hmara village, in the western suburbs of Aleppo 
governorate. The school fence and one of the school walls were partially destroyed, while 
the furniture was heavily damaged. The village was under the control of armed opposition 
factions at the time of the incident.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ziv4tKeenA&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nwr-cRt2ddMyhf_U8lAD3eZ0FFADssJk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nwr-cRt2ddMyhf_U8lAD3eZ0FFADssJk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T64PXZQ45GD0AIZkB-IY6WSXEsSTc_WQ/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Jarjanaz,+Syria/@35.6181178,36.782488,14z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1524e4cd26622593:0x6fdaca38deabe26!2sJarjanaz,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.6179551!4d36.7846436!3m4!1s0x1524e4cd26622593:0x6fdaca38deabe26!8m2!3d35.6179551!4d36.7846436
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D9%83%D9%81%D8%B1+%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9%D8%8C+Syria%E2%80%AD/@36.255674,37.0813892,14z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x152ff70113a41015:0x7cf1bc511fa379d3!2z2YPZgdixINit2YXYsdip2IwgU3lyaWE!3b1!8m2!3d36.2564064!4d37.0883232!3m4!1s0x152ff70113a41015:0x7cf1bc511fa379d3!8m2!3d36.2564064!4d37.0883232
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nfQGsPoRWQ8i3et-lDr6hO1r-bptb1ZZ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wi755Dr2rQqDbwoE1Ia1TuV_5t1AcKV9/view
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Kindergartens
On Tuesday, February 6, 2018, at around 11:30, fixed-wing Syrian regime warplanes fired a 
number of missiles at the Teachers’ Union Kindergarten in the center of Kafr Batna town in 
Eastern Ghouta in eastern Damascus suburbs governorate. The kindergarten building was 
partially destroyed, while the furniture was moderately damaged. The city was under the 
control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Destruction in Kafr Hamra Elementary School caused by an artillery attack by the Syrian 

regime, Kafr Hamra, Aleppo – October 24, 2018

Damage caused by a bombing by Syrian regime forces on the Teachers’ Union Kindergarten in the center of 

Kafr Batna town in Damascus suburbs – February 6, 2018

https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/1MCPb4x4cIPavHn1-RiqslNkgcZIC8HCv/view?usp=drive_open
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/18Ox858QjZWw4LMlxpo6vibwuN4qqEkt0/view?usp=drive_open
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bIuCDygFwI02RUWTiZRrPWt0IUAFvMY2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Td9OtM9kbt5hXOqpJYHzI124pBHg1YKL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WRY_txzBFSoSzt0eP33_3pBY8B5pIaxv/view
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Anas2  Abu Ayman, a media worker from Kafr Batna, told us that a residential neighborhood 
in southwestern Kafr Batna was targeted in an airstrike by the Syrian regime air force at 
approximately 10:00 on February 6, inflicting a massacre. About an hour later, another war-
plane carried out a second airstrike, firing two missiles at the center of the town, “I headed 
to the site, the public road, with the paramedics and Civil Defense - White Helmets - 
members, where I saw the great destruction to the Teachers’ Union Kindergarten. The 
first missile hit it directly, while the second missile landed on a house, under which 
were two wounded people who were evacuated.” Anas added that the regime’s military 
offensive, which had gone on for three months at the time, resulted in a general suspen-
sion of the educational process in Eastern Ghouta, “The airstrike killed two people and 
wounded about 70 others. The Women’s Center was also heavily damaged in the 
same airstrike.”

On Thursday, June 28, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime/Russian forces warplanes (the inci-
dent is still being investigated to accurately identify the perpetrator) fired a number of mis-
siles at a kindergarten in Nawa city in the northwestern suburbs of Daraa. The kindergarten 
building was partially destroyed and the furniture was heavily damaged, with the kinder-
garten being bombed out of service. The city was under the control of armed opposition 
factions at the time of the incident.

With no means for the children to return to school and their families having no source of 
income or losing their main providers amid widespread poverty and frequent, repeated 
displacement, and with children, in some cases, being orphaned or separated from their 
families, many children have found themselves forced to work to provide for their families 
or themselves and siblings, either as street vendors or in other fields. Some of the forms of 
labor which the children are forced to take up are dangerous for children, such as working 
at gas stations or physically demanding work, such as construction, which are wholly inap-
propriate for children due to their strenuous physical nature.
Fadel Ar’our, a 12-year-old boy from Khan al Asal village in the western suburbs of Aleppo 
governorate, works at a car maintenance shop, where he has been working to provide for his 
family for three years. SNHR spoke to Fadel who revealed that he had to assume the role of his 
family’s main provider in the wake of his father’s death in 2015, “My father died of a heart at-
tack almost two years after my mother died during clashes between the [Syrian] regime 
and the opposition in our village. I am the oldest of my three siblings. I dropped out of 
school and started working in car maintenance, while my brother Mahmoud worked at 
a halva factory.” He adds, “My younger brother and I would have preferred to stay in 
school, but there was no-one to provide for us after my father’s death.”

2  We contacted him via WhatsApp on February 13, 2018

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjbjF6-PWH8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Nawa,+Syria/@32.8906837,36.0216378,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x151bfd87423c6155:0xaeca6d13a114763e!8m2!3d32.8868129!4d36.0404049?hl=en
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Mohammad Ashour, a 10-year-old child from Qebtan al Jabal village in the western suburbs 
of Aleppo governorate, had to leave school due to his family’s crippling poverty. We met 
Mohammad, who works at a car maintenance shop, at his place of work where he told us 
that he had to leave school and take up a job because his father’s income is not enough to 
sustain the family: “I would have been in fourth grade now. I left school when I was in 
the third grade. I work here every day from morning until night. I don’t have any time 
to play with my friends. The circumstances forced me to leave school, and I am not 
happy about it.”

F. Child conscription 
In 2014, we began noticing Syrian regime forces conscription of children for use as fight-
ers. Previously, children’s involvement in regime fighting had been limited to indirect tasks 
such as cleaning, bringing food, and sometimes spying, with these forces exploiting the 
children’s need for money. In light of the severe shortage of manpower within their ranks, 
however, the number of local pro-regime militias which rely heavily on children younger than 
18 years of age has risen steadily, with the Syrian regime increasingly feeling compelled to 
use child soldiers in hostilities. We have recorded many incidents where children soldiers 
were arrested or killed during battles and clashes.

Russian fighters next to a child fighting with Syrian regime forces. 

We acquired the photo in February 2018.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MYWIFnrRC3cwYyAdkDojH-4gKS5zP2aE/view?usp=sharing
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Even though children are viewed as voluntarily enlisting themselves with Syrian regime 
forces, a number of reasons compel them to take this decision – most importantly pover-
ty, or following in the footsteps of their fathers who were originally conscripted, or being 
indoctrinated or persuaded by adults who take advantage of children’s trusting natures 
and promise money or power in return for enlisting. We have also documented instances 
of forced conscription of children arrested in areas close to combat zones, which have oc-
curred routinely in Deir Ez-Zour city and the Eastern Ghouta region in Damascus suburbs 
governorate.

G. Sexual violence
The forms of sexual violence perpetrated against children by Syrian regime forces vary, 
from molesting them during raids and inspections, to forced marriage to their fighters, to 
verbal sexual harassment (accusing children of sexual promiscuity amongst other sexual 
slurs), to physical sexual exploitation (forcing the child to undress and touching his or her 
body) during imprisonment or abduction, to the most severe category of sexual violence, 
namely rape. In 2018, we recorded an increase in the rates of sexual violence against chil-
dren in areas under Syrian regime control by senior officials or influential figures within the 
local militias.
Between March 2011 and November 20, 2018, SNHR documented no fewer than 532 inci-
dents of sexual violence against children.

Children wearing military uniform with Syrian regime forces in Deir Ez-Zour city. We acquired the photo in 

March 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aQs0d3iaH7-XS1O8ZNe3gmAVIR5McKCE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T9byeR33n3kY7xoLBc5NNbxYE6FFRcFm/view
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2. Russian forces
A. Extrajudicial killing
The incidents of aerial bombardment by Russian forces have been largely similar to those 
of the Syrian regime forces, specifically targeting densely populated residential areas. We 
also have documented deliberate bombardment of schools during school hours by Rus-
sian forces, which led to the deaths of children inside their classrooms. In addition, Russian 
aerial attacks have destroyed a massive number of homes, shops and other buildings, dis-
placing tens of thousands of children across the areas bombed by Russian forces, whose 
populations fled in fear of death or injury.
Between the start of the Russian intervention in Syria on September 30, 2015, and Novem-
ber 20, 2018, we recorded the killing of 1,872 children in attacks carried out by forces be-
lieved to be Russian.

On Sunday, November 26, 2017, at around 01:30, fixed-wing warplanes which we believe 
were Russian fired a number of missiles at a residential building in al Sha’fa city, which is 
administratively a part of al Boukamal area, in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour gover-
norate, which resulted in the death of 44 civilians, who were mostly members of the same 
family, including 20 children and nine women. The village was under the control of ISIS at 
the time of the incident.

On Tuesday, December 19, 2017, at around 23:58, fixed-wing warplanes which we believe 
were Russian began a series of air raids on residential buildings in a neighborhood located 
on the western outskirts of Ma’ar Shoreen village, which is administratively a part of Ma’aret 
al Nu’man city, in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. A total of nine missiles were 
fired within a 300-meter area, resulting in the death of 19 civilians, including seven children 
and six women, while about 15 others were wounded. It is worth noting that the bombard-
ment lasted until 00:02 of Wednesday, December 20, 2017. The village was under the joint 
control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Media worker Hafez Terman3 , who is from Ma’ar Shoreen village, told us that observato-
ries monitoring the warplanes’ movements announced that two warplanes have taken off 
from Hmeimim Airbase at around 23:00 on Tuesday. According to the observatories, the 
warplanes were headed for Ma’aret al Nu’man area where they flew above the area, “The 
warplanes carried out the first airstrike on Ma’ar Shoreen village at a site that was 
about one kilometer away from where I was at the time. This was followed by con-
tinuous airstrikes and explosions. One of the missiles targeted a house where IDPs 

3 We contacted him via Facebook on December 20, 2017

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Ash+Sha'Fah,+Syria/@34.5779183,40.9084667,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x15463d4681126e0d:0xbca331b13fa9c6a1!8m2!3d34.570599!4d40.9334411
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1371&token=AIRs5EPi0kUZ1lOIyWk7rxmy8Fz4w9WX
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1372&token=JlesrQIG03wXFDHO0sYUzdHpf1V5uOz4
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1370&token=KiD91Rc5qfx3BoFBkRhPj1yxKsDrk2oU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pf8AhuubCdaSbrrEdmPNVJNQpMZl8zry/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sSMREoigmERwT3zxMQ1SLYfOgY_X6MiB/view
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were living. I rushed to evacuate and aid the wounded who were mostly children in 
the eight-to-fourteen age group, and women, many of whom were relatives of mine.” 
Hafez added that Civil Defense members removed the dead bodies from under the rubble, 
“Three houses were destroyed completely. The roofs fell on the heads of the people 
living there and killed them.”

On Wednesday, March 21, 2018, at around 09:50, fixed-wing warplanes which we believe 
were Russian fired two missiles at a bunker where residents were taking shelter. The bunker 
was a cave, located near Kafr Batikh School for Elementary Education in the center of Kafr 
Batikh village in the northern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The attack resulted in the deaths 
of 20 civilians, including 16 children who were mostly pupils at the school, and three wom-
en. The village was under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al 
Sham at the time of the incident.

Children killed in an aerial attack we believe were Russian on Kafr Batikh village in Idlib – March 21, 2018

http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1621&token=wc6b8DyayrHdCHzNniLbiqqqESA6YrDl
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1620&token=FgqaA1grHGgVslDaeBgm4tqaCyL0Kweg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d76UspZ-FY6Buo6wfuv5iiVJx1cF-Dwk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s-AO6Jq3hK7HjbouShE2wQO2KjrOg1cG/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ct5LH0FQAnt8TLPTDLlSP3fEvMgCxP85/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U9-rv2b51vyFqh99uzNLs0i3xCSxwV7m/view
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We spoke to a media worker Hasan al Mukhtar4 who learned that Russian warplanes car-
ried out airstrikes on Kafr Batikh town from the central signal operators. Hasan rushed there 
to document the incident, “When I arrived, Civil Defense members were removing the 
rubble from the cave which residents told us women and children were inside. I re-
mained at the site for several hours, during which the Civil Defense members were 
able to pull out the dead bodies of 20 martyrs most of whom were women and chil-
dren.” Hasan added that the site was very close to the Kafr Batikh School for Elementary 
Education, “The residents told us that the children left the school in the wake of the 
first airstrikes fearing that the school might be targeted. Some of them took shelter in 
a cave for their relatives near the school, but the Russian warplanes targeted the cave 
and killed them.”

On Wednesday, May 9, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes which we believe were Russian fired 
a missile at a cave being used as a shelter for civilians in Ma’ar Zita village in the southern 
suburbs of Idlib governorate, resulting in the deaths of eight civilians, all members of the 
same family, including five children and two women. The village was under the control of 
armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

SNHR spoke with a media worker Bilal Byoush5 from Kafranbel city who told us that a re-
connaissance aircraft was flying over the villages of Ma’ar Zita and al Maghir when local 
observatories announced that Russian warplanes had taken off from Hmeimim Airbase and 
were heading towards the area. The announcement was made at approximately 19:30, with 
the observatories warning that the target site might be the one scouted earlier by the plane, 
“I watched the Russian warplanes arriving from the roof of my house. The observa-
tories announced that the warplanes had carried out their first airstrike in Ma’ar Zita 
area, which was followed by a second airstrike in the same area. The targeted site was 
about three kilometers away from my house, and I took photos of it.” Bilal added that 
the first airstrike didn’t result in any injuries unlike the second one, “I rushed to the site to 
cover the incident, and I found that the missile had landed on a cave where a family 
took shelter as they were fleeing the first airstrike. The Civil Defense members were 
digging with their hands until the loader arrived. After two-and-a-half hours of tireless 
work, they reached the victims. They pulled out a two-month-old infant and then his 
mother and the rest of the family, except for a girl. They had to continue work for a few 
more hours until they reached her and pulled her out.”

4 We contacted him via Facebook on March 21, 2018
5 We contacted him via Facebook on June 5, 2018

http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1651&token=EOehgnGEcbT9RCZZCgvIThkPdf5lZxCt
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1652&token=ZLy7zFUABl4rRy8UQtwUSQuoLLJr90bY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bawrYC_CNjMJCTUfC-R0p-yYCDJxQ011/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1reByLQJqYsGQrXASvWwYeUPmdZWFc-b1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Fmw7JIJIL8Ekb3gONHFRGyQsH3BQPAC/view
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On Friday, August 10, 2018, at around 18:30, fixed-wing warplanes which we believe were 
Russian carried out consecutive missile attacks on a residential gathering in Urm al Kubra 
in the western suburbs of Aleppo governorate, resulting in the deaths of 36 civilians, includ-
ing 20 children and seven women, while round 70 others were wounded. The village was 
under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.
We have previously released a report detailing the incident

Hussein Badwi6, the director of the Civil Defense in the village, told SNHR that he heard an 
announcement from the local observatory tracking warplane movement about warplanes 
flying in the sky, “I didn’t expect that our village would be targeted since the area is 
generally quite unlike the villages and towns of Idlib governorate, especially since 
there are no military headquarters or a place from which shells are fired at Syrian 
regime forces’ areas of control. Suddenly, the warplane carried out an airstrike, after 
which we headed for the north of the city where the targeted site was. On our way, 
the warplanes carried out a second airstrike, and then a third.” Hussein instructed his 
Civil Defense team colleagues to wait until after the warplanes left the area before starting 
work to ensure the planes did not carry out a ‘double-tap’ airstrike targeting rescue work-
ers. “After the warplanes left, we arrived at the site and we saw something we have 
never seen before; it looked like the end of days. The entire place was completely de-
stroyed, and more than 25 houses were flattened to the ground, and dead bodies were 
everywhere. We pulled out approximately 35 martyrs and about 70 wounded. It was a 
horrifying massacre perpetrated by Russia’s warplanes against civilians.”

Children killed in an attack by fixed-wing warplanes which we believe were Russian on 

Urm al Kubra village, western suburbs of Aleppo – August 10, 2018

6 We contacted him via WhatsApp on August 11, 2018

http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1714&token=Q0GXqLQKA1UMirS0Ou3eLTq8cZ4rFxdl
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1716&token=ubFUXgQoSpkE5EhRLzH0vGgNQRxZnz9I
http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1715&token=uMKCgDi9jDit7tQWVlxlv7tyVbli6str
http://sn4hr.org/?p=52662
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TchTs5rd7hNlXAXsacEeJg4GymSu3G15/view
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B. Use of prohibited weapons (cluster munitions)
Rates of cluster munitions use in Syria increased following the start of Russia’s military inter-
vention in Syria on September 30, 2015. We monitored new types of munitions that haven’t 
been used this frequently in earlier years. We’ve also noted an expansion of Russian forces’ 
use of ground cluster munitions since the start of 2018.
Between the start of the Russian intervention in Syria on September 30, 2015, and Novem-
ber 20, 2018, SNHR recorded no fewer than 232 attacks by Russian forces using cluster 
munitions. These attacks resulted in the deaths of 46 children.
Muhab Mahmoud Aboud al Hloush, child, a 13-year-old, from Jdeid Bkara village in the 
eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, was killed on Saturday, June 2, 2018, as 
a result of the explosion of a cluster bomblet which was a remnant of a previous Russian 
bombardment on Jdeid Bkara village.

C. Targeting schools and kindergartens
Between the start of the Russian intervention in Syria on September 30, 2015 and Novem-
ber 20, 2018, we recorded that forces which we believe were Russian targeted no fewer 
than 173 schools.
On Friday, January 12, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes which we believe were Russian fired 
a number of missiles at Khaled al Mousa High School on the northeastern outskirts of al 
Habeit village in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The missiles penetrated the 
upper floors and exploded in the school’s lower floors, causing a fire and heavy damage 
to the school building and furniture. The village was under the control of armed opposition 
factions at the time of the incident.

3. Self-Management forces (primarily consisting of the Democratic Union Party 
– a branch of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party)
A. Extrajudicial killing
Self-Management forces’ indiscriminate shelling operations, as well as the landmines they 
planted in the areas from which they withdrew, have killed no fewer than 167 children be-
tween January 2014 and November 20, 2018

Rouhin Yaser Abdo, a two-year-old female infant, was killed along with her father and moth-
er Hamida Khalil Hesso on Wednesday, April 11, 2018 by the explosion of a landmine 
which had been planted by Self-Management forces in Afrin city in the northern suburbs of 
Aleppo governorate before the forces retreated from the city, which resulted in a massacre.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NmBgPi2pwNZAhxwGQhxIvl6NtWIOUWol/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U2FYg6ksxlJmmaLamGMGBa7aicf2R2Lt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jBuEVbHN-AvSJUMxEny46dRFAhHpTXTU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VN4L4M7nrrRoXxC9uPqEuGS8o17cXH2M/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1490ZWoS0ozeosiBn4DgPYXDfHsuBNEYR/view
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Jan Mohammad Bero, a male child, was killed along with his father and mother Tulin Beru 
on Monday, October 22, 2018, by the explosion of a landmine which had been planted by 
Self-Management forces near Kemar village, which is administratively a part of Afrin city, in 
the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate before they retreated from it.

B. Arrest and enforced-disappearance
Self-Management forces have practiced arrest against children by abducting them from 
thoroughfares or schools and subsequently forcibly disappearing them in order to take 
them to military training camps, where they are barred from contacting or visiting their 
families. We have also documented a number of arrests on ethnic grounds or under false 
accusations of the child being affiliated to ISIS in the areas these groups took over after 
ISIS’s retreat. 
SNHR’s records contain the names of at least 588 children who have been forcibly disap-
peared or arbitrarily detained at the Kurdish Self-Management forces detention centers 
between January 2014 and November 20, 2018.

Majid Ebid al Eisa, a 16-year-old child, from Ekershi al Jabal village in the southeastern sub-
urbs of Raqqa governorate, was arrested by Kurdish Self-Management forces on Friday, 
September 7, 2018 in Ekershi al Jabal village. He was taken to an undisclosed location.

C. Conscription
Self-Management forces were the first party to resort to conscripting children. These forc-
es have enforced this policy in a widespread and systematic manner to compensate for 
manpower shortages in their ranks and increase their numbers. Special camps were estab-
lished to train and indoctrinate children and induce them to fight, while isolating them from 
their families throughout the course of their training. In addition, Self-Management forces 
have threatened families who refused to allow their children to be conscripted, and even 
abducted children from schools or roads for the purpose of conscription. Self-Management 
forces refuse to give the families any information on the whereabouts of their children who 
were abducted for the purpose of conscription, even denying abducting them in the first 
place and preventing any mean of contact.
Self-Management forces deploy children directly in battles and clashes, as well as using 
them to man checkpoints. We have documented the deaths or arrests of many child sol-
diers conscripted by the Self-Management forces during clashes.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GMTo6GkFemnn65zvbfYHwFlFUO0qeHWr/view
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Ali Hussein al Hamid al Farhan, a 16-year-old child, from al Shahil village in the eastern sub-
urbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, had been conscripted by the Self-Management forces, 
before he was arrested by ISIS on Friday, October 12, 2018, in Badiyat Hajin in the eastern 
suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate.

Hussein Ali Awar, a child, from Markada town in the southern suburbs of Hasaka governo-
rate, born in 2000, was conscripted by Kurdish Self-Management forces, before he was ar-
rested by ISIS on October 24, 2018, in al Susa town in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour 
governorate.

Musatafa Allo, a child, from Yadi Qawi town which is located to the south of Ein al Arab city 
in the northeastern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, was 12 years old when he was abduct-
ed by gunmen from the Self-Management forces on Tuesday, December 23, 2017, in Ein 
al Arab city. In October 2018, we received information confirming that he is at a children’s 
military training camp in the county of Shyoukh, which is administratively a part of Jarablos 
city in the northeastern suburbs of Aleppo governorate. This camp, dedicated to providing 
military training and ideological indoctrination to children, houses dozens of abducted mi-
nor children.

Salima Abdul Rahman Ali, a female child, from al Hasaka city, is an only child. Born in 2004, 
Salima suffers from nearsightedness and a disfigurement to her right hand. In September 
2018, Self-Management forces conscripted her. Her family filed a complaint with the rele-
vant division of the Self-Management forces, but have received no response.

4. Extremist Islamic groups
ISIS
A. Extrajudicial killing
In their attacks on the areas outside their control, ISIS has used indiscriminate shelling as 
an attempt to seize control of these areas. The group also adopted other methods, such 
as clashes, car bombs, and motorbike bombs in populated areas, and planted landmines 
before retreating from the areas previously under their control, resulting in the deaths of 
children when running or playing in the areas where the landmines were planted.
We also recorded a number of incidents where children were directly targeted with gunfire 
inside their homes or whilst walking along thoroughfares during the group’s attacks on are-
as predominantly inhabited by religious minorities, such as al Mab’ouja village in the east-
ern suburbs of Hama governorate and al Shbeki village in the eastern suburbs of Suwayda 
governorate.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ui7yCvKPK3wwTRCXXjlNby_VD5CKWHyS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Evz5dTo5jpgiZUDw7Dt3or2TE1MOtW3d/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w4zxzf3sVHwd17SOf5tCWFwnFqIyAlaF/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lGINMlvwT_KRwzFB4Vda3-U842TSXrA-/view
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The indiscriminate shelling operations, clashes, executions, and landmines have resulted 
in the deaths of no fewer than 837 children between the emergence of ISIS in April 2013, 
and November 20, 2018, with SNHR documenting these cases by name, photo, and place 
and time of death.
Fatima al-Jarad and her brother Khaled al-Jarad were killed on Saturday, February 17, 
2018, by the explosion of a landmine which was planted by ISIS in al Hawi neighborhood 
of Abu Hamam city in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate before the group 
retreated from the city.
Abdullah and Hasan Hussein al Hwayyesh, two siblings, were killed on Wednesday, May 
23, 2018, by the explosion of a landmine which was planted by ISIS in Granij city in the 
eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate before the group retreated from the city.

Abdullah Ammar Halloum al Rajib, a child from al Boukamal 
city in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, was 
killed on Saturday, November 3, 2018, by the explosion of a 
landmine which had been planted by ISIS near al Sawamea 
Circle area in northern Raqqa city before the group retreated 
from it.

B. Enforced-disappearance and torture
ISIS has arrested children in the areas under their control ei-
ther for violating the draconian regulations enforced by the 
group, such as their dress codes and rules on haircuts, or for 
refusing to join the military training camps established by the 
group to train children in using arms and indoctrinate them 
with ISIS’ extremist ideology. In addition, ISIS has arrested 
children from families which oppose the group’s policies or 
arrested children along with their families as they were trying 
to flee areas under the group’s control to escape to other re-
gions. Most of the arrest cases we have documented quali-
fy as enforced disappearance, with SNHR and the children’s 
families having obtained information on many of the children, 
especially after ISIS lost control of most of the vital areas 
formerly under their control in Raqqa, Deir Ez-Zour, Hama, 
and Homs governorates where most of the group’s detention 
centers were established. This has undoubtedly raised the 
concerns of the children’s families and of SNHR about their 
fate. Between the emergence of ISIS in April 2013 and No-
vember 20, 2018, we recorded that no less than 396 children 
are still under arrest or forcibly disappeared.

Child Abdullah Ammar Hal-

loum al Rajib, killed on No-

vember 3, 2018, by a landmine 

explosion planted by ISIS be-

fore the group retreated from 

Raqqa city

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uMbA_om_mG14sLUgafMpkVTzA7iJUP89/view
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ISIS routinely practiced methods of torture on children during their detention or as a pun-
ishment for violating the regulations enforced by the group. The methods used include 
whipping, severe beating, prolonged standing, deprivation of sleep and food, and solitary 
confinement for lengthy periods of time.

On Wednesday, July 25, 2018, between 05:00 and 07:00, ISIS affiliates raided eight villages 
in the eastern and northeastern suburbs of Suwayda governorates: al Shbeki, al Mtouna, al 
Swaimra, al Shreihi, Gheidat Hamayel, Douma, Tarba, and Rami. As has been documented, 
29 civilians were abducted including 18 chidlren and 10 women from al Shbeki village. On 
Saturday, October 20, 2018, four children and two women were released in an exchange 
deal with Syrian regime forces. On Thursday, November 8, 2018, the rest of the abductees 
were liberated by Syrian regime forces in an operation whose details remain mysterious.

C. Conscription
Since the group was established in 2013, opening camps to train children in combat and 
arms-use, as well as indoctrinating them, have become a staple for the group which has 
named these camps “Mu’skarat Ashbal al Khelafa” ( ‘Camps of the Caliphate’s Cubs’). 
These camps provided training to thousands of children who were enlisted either forcibly 
or voluntarily through means of intimidation or inducements which the group propagated 
among the populations in their areas of control to promote a culture of bearing arms and 
“Jihad”. ISIS also worked to entice children from abroad via the internet, persuading them 
to fight by their side in Syria with inducements such as money and power which they would 
supposedly wield if they agreed to join.
ISIS’ conscription of children wasn’t limited to direct involvement in hostilities, with the group 
also using them to perform tasks such as guarding, cleaning, and transferring weaponry, as 
well as using them in suicide bombings and to carry out executions of their captives.
As well as indoctrinating children with extremist religious ideas and providing weapons 
training, the group instilled a principle of blind unquestioning obedience to the Amir (lead-
er) at the recruitment camps. This indoctrination and brainwashing laid the groundwork 
for the group to use these children to execute captives in order to underline the children’s 
supposed absolute commitment to the group’s religious and military doctrines as a way of 
attracting more supporters. 
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A group of photos published by ISIS show training camps in eastern Damascus governorate where the trainees 

include children

A group of photos published by ISIS in February 2018 showing a “cups” training camp in Damascus where children re-

ceived weapon and combat training. The photos show children being trained in operating individual and medium weapons, 

as well as participating in physical fitness exercises

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0eUhDWDEtc05tZ1U/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0dU91bENmUjBvVDA/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0MFFvMnlXcHE1a00/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7O1jbPIaDd0NnNBYm84SS1Jbms/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lR0G9elJrHhBv13oXp1aNU7Epvjd6bT1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1trjeFVWLGPscJ7F4CwTgszI7dS09lzhv/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AspDV-1nF5aka_tsh8FWH5U1lEFRtfkN/view
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D. Sexual violence
ISIS has practiced sexual violence widely against children, ranging from molestation to 
sexual enslavement by abducting the children, particularly those of ethnic minorities, and 
selling them in slave markets exclusive to the group’s members and leaders. The group 
even flaunted these crimes as a supposedly appealing recruitment policy to attract would-
be members. We have also documented a number of instances of sexual violence perpe-
trated against children that took place at the group’s training camps for children, along with 
a number of instances of sexual violence by members or leaders of the group which took 
place in neighborhoods under ISIS’s control.

E. Targeting schools and kindergartens
Between the emergence of ISIS in April 2013 and November 20, 2018, we documented that 
ISIS targeted no fewer than 21 schools.
On Thursday, September 13, 2018, ISIS used IEDs to bomb the intermediate school in 
the Marzouq al Aaliya neighborhood of al Sha’fa city, which is administratively a part of al 
Boukamal city in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate. The school fence was 
destroyed, along with one of the school buildings. The city was under the control of ISIS at 
the time of the incident.

Hay’at Tahrir al Sham (a coalition group composed of Fateh al Sham -formerly 
al Nussra Front- and factions from the armed opposition)
Indiscriminate shelling operations carried out by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham during their attacks 
which primarily targeted areas under the control of armed opposition groups as well as 
clashes in populated residential areas involving the group, have resulted in the deaths of 
no fewer than 60 children between the emergence of al Nussra Front (currently known as 
Fateh al Sham Front) in January 2012 and November 20, 2018.
Hanifa Abdul Qader, a 13-year-old female child, was killed on Sunday, March 11, 2018 in 
artillery shelling by Hay’at Tahrir al Sham, which fired a number of shells at Bsartoun village 
in the western suburbs of Aleppo governorate.

Younes Mousa al Rahhal, a 12-year-old male child, was killed 
on Thursday, March 15, 2018 in artillery shelling by Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham which fired a number of mortar shells at Deir 
Sunbul village in the Jabal al Zawiya area in the southern sub-
urbs of Idlib governorate.

Child Younes Mousa al Rahhal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZyjyQ1ZYUw&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17Xdgv5VW-HGt6Yr5LCQTWuxJtfLl2tcp/view
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B. Arrest and enforced-disappearance
SNHR has documented the arrest of 21 children at the hands of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham be-
tween the group’s emergence in January 2012 and November 20, 2018. We’ve also docu-
mented that the group released formerly detained children in a prisoner exchange deal with 
Syrian regime forces on July 18, 2018.

Munir Qentar, from Ein Larouz village in the Jabal al Zawiya village in the southern suburbs 
of Idlib governorate, was born in 2002. He was arrested by gunmen from Hay’at Tahrir al 
Sham on Monday, November 12, 2018, during a raid by the group on his family’s home in 
al Janoubi neighborhood of Ein Larouz village. He was taken to an undisclosed location.

Raji Nedal Asali, aged 16, from al Rami village in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, 
was arrested by gunmen from Hay’at Tahrir al Sham on Saturday, April 28, 2018 in al Bara 
village in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. He was taken to an undisclosed location.

Hussein Mohammad al Jabr, aged 15, from al Rami village in the southern suburbs of Idlib 
governorate, was arrested by gunmen from Hay’at Tahrir al Sham on Saturday, April 28, 
2018 in al Bara town in the southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. He was taken to an un-
disclosed location.

C. Conscription
Hay’at Tahrir al Sham established training camps to train children in using weapons in a 
similar fashion to ISIS, even giving their camps similar names (e.g. Ashbal al Tawhid “The 
Cups of Tawhid”). The group has also established military schools, complete with special 
curriculums and military uniforms for the children. The group has worked to exploit the chil-
dren’s neediness and poverty to recruit them in exchange for small sums of money. Chil-
dren have been charged with tasks which include guarding and inspection, and been sent 
to the frontlines as child soldiers on a number of occasions during attacks on areas under 
the control of the armed opposition or the Syrian regime.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oq0Pbrq5mdvP8b6TOkuPyUQSFOLwH28v/view?usp=sharing
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5. International coalition forces
A. Extrajudicial killing
SNHR has documented the killing of at least 886 children at the hands of international co-
alition forces between the beginning of their intervention in Syria on September 23, 2014, 
and November 20, 2018

On Sunday, February 4, 2018, at around 01:30, fixed-wing international coalition warplanes 
fired a number of missiles at al Bahra village in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour gover-
norate, resulting in the deaths of 40 civilians, who were IDPs from al Sfeira city in the east-
ern suburbs of Aleppo governorate, including 21 children and 13 women. The village was 
under the control of ISIS at the time of the incident.

A child recruit with Hay’at Tahrir al sham (right) – February 2018

A child killed in a massacre by international coalition warplanes in al 

Bahra village in Deir Ez-Zour – February 4, 2018

http://sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1484&token=zpwqBiLhN057iGV17IPWvhTY7YhBIWG8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1An6q10Olyn6uID2XHmspBO4e96yazHbK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tl0zGjRb28tTzt6YUfikobXJa_TxZylu/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uVkV1G-yrcdMNxK8xEfbAOurI1cF0Af1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hqG24bwEdsiR98X0S5yNXShX8i2VF6Vv/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xdNXOVzmeqOlmh-q7ATZz-ryV9e010vJ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13cih8l_3rcKQlHdGJkMy2YiXBNe6Wadw/view
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On Sunday, February 25, 2018, fixed-wing international coalition warplanes fired a number 
of missiles at a civilian car transporting IDPs from the desert area around al Sha’fa city, 
which is administratively a part of al Boukamal city, in the eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour 
governorate, as they were heading for al Alwani Camp in the desert area near al Susa town, 
which is administratively a part of al Boukamal city. The attack resulted in the deaths of 16 
civilians from the same family, who were IDPs from al Baghouz village of al Boukamal city, 
including 15 children and four women. The area was under the control of ISIS at the time of 
the incident.

On Monday, June 4, 2018, at around 06:00, fixed-wing international coalition warplanes 
fired a number of missiles at al Jazza village, which is administratively a part of al Shadd-
adi city in the southern suburbs of Hasaka governorate, which resulted in the death of 13 
civilians, including 10 children and two women, while around 10 others were wounded. The 
village was under the control of ISIS at the time of the incident.

On Thursday, November 15, 2018, fixed-wing international coalition warplanes fired a num-
ber of missiles at al Bobadran neighborhood of al Sousa town in the eastern suburbs of Deir 
Ez-Zour governorate, which resulted in the death of 18 civilians, including 14 children (five 
boys and nine girls) and three women. The city was under the control of ISIS at the time of 
the incident.

B. Targeting schools and kindergartens
Between the beginning of the international coalition’s military intervention in Syria and No-
vember 20, 2018, we recorded that no fewer than 24 schools were targeted.

6. Factions from the armed opposition
A. Extrajudicial killing
Between March 2011 and November 20, 2018, SNHR documented the death of no fewer 
than 975 children at the hands of factions from the armed opposition, most of whom were 
killed in indiscriminate shelling operations carried out by opposition forces against areas 
under the control of Syrian regime forces – most prominently mortar shelling.
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Rivan Khandouvan Hamdoush, a six-year-old child, died on 
Saturday, April 28, 2018 of wounds sustained on Wednes-
day, April 25, 2018 in crossfire between al Sultan and Jaish al 
Sharqiya, two armed opposition factions, in Kafr Janna village 
of eastern Afrin city in the northern suburbs of Aleppo gover-
norate.
Mari Abdul Raouf Mustafa, a female child, was killed on Fri-
day, October 5, 2018, by a stray gunshot during infighting 
between Ahrar al Sham Movement and Lewa al Ahfad, two 
armed opposition factions, in al Sukkariya villages near al 
Bab city in the eastern suburbs of Aleppo governorate.

B. Arrest and enforced disappearance 
During their attacks on areas under the control of Syrian re-
gime forces, some factions of the armed opposition have ar-
rested children along with their families for the purpose of us-
ing them in prisoner exchange deals with the Syrian regime. 
The toll of child arrests by armed opposition factions saw an 
increase in 2018, mainly in the northern suburbs of Aleppo 
governorate. We’ve documented the arrest of no fewer than 
309 children between March 2011 and November 20, 2018. 
Most of the arrest cases we documented qualify as enforced 
disappearance.

Mohammad Shikhou Hammou, aged 17, from Jouqa village in the northern suburbs of 
Aleppo governorate, was arrested by gunmen from Ferqat al Hamza, an armed opposition 
faction, on Thursday, September 6, 2018 in Jouqa village, which is administratively a part 
of Afrin city. He was taken to an undisclosed location.

Alan Ahmad Brim, a 15-year-old child from Kela village in the northern suburbs of Aleppo 
governorate, was arrested by gunmen from armed opposition factions on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 12, 2018 in Kela village, which is administratively a part of Balbala county of Afrin 
city. He was taken to an undisclosed location.

Ferhad Mustafa, a 17-year-old child, was arrested by gunmen from armed opposition fac-
tions on Saturday, September 8, 2018, from Khlneira village, which is administratively a part 
of Afrin city in the northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate. He was taken to an undisclosed 
location.

Child Rivan Khandouvan Ham-

doush, killed on April 25, 2018, 

during infighting between armed 

opposition factions in Kafr Janna 

village in Aleppo

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SNbqM0UT3Zzen3ghGI4yJhzezSAqesdQ/view
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Children detained in armed opposition factions’ detention centers are subjected to a range 
of torture methods including whipping, al Shabah (being suspended from a ceiling), elec-
trocution, and severe beating. We have recorded that no fewer than two children died due 
to torture inside detention centers run by armed opposition factions between March 2011 
and November 20, 2018.

Abdullah Nabil al Nasr Askar, a child born in 2002, from Jasim city in the northern suburbs 
of Daraa governorate, was arrested by members of armed opposition factions on Wednes-
day, April 25, 2018 in Jasim city. He was taken to Jasim Police Station. We received infor-
mation confirming that he died due to torture after he was released on the same day, when 
his family received his dead body with signs of torture on it.

C. Targeting schools and kindergartens
Attacks by armed opposition factions have resulted in damage to 24 education facilities for 
children and one kindergarten between March 2011 and November 20, 2018.

D. Conscription
The destruction of tens of thousands of shops, factories and 
other buildings and mass displacement have paved the way 
for widespread poverty, with many families losing their fathers 
and main family provider. This deprivation, along with trauma, 
poor psychological conditions, and overwhelming frustration, 
with no educational future or career prospects in sight, are all 
factors that have compelled hundreds of children to join armed 
opposition factions. Children’s membership of armed opposi-
tion factions has become common, with armed children rou-
tinely deployed at checkpoints for areas under opposition fac-
tions’ control.

Child conscription by factions of 

the armed opposition at the Eu-

phrates Shield operation room in 

the northern suburbs of Aleppo 

governorate in January 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m7Thpi01NuJc5i8jPGsOeX2LWDW8iz0n/view
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Although armed groups are a non-international party, and therefore not bound by the cus-
tomary protocol which specifies eighteen as the minimum age for direct involvement in 
recruitment, these groups are, nonetheless, bound by the international humanitarian law 
which specifies the minimum recruitment age to be fifteen years. In the case of armed op-
position factions, we can safely say that hundreds of children younger than fifteen years of 
age have been recruited by these groups, which constitutes a war crime.

7. Other parties
A. Extrajudicial killing
SNHR’s categorization includes many classifications such as victims who drowned as they 
were fleeing by sea, and victims of bombings whose perpetrators we couldn’t positively 
identify, as well as others who were killed by armed groups unknown to SNHR.
Under this category, SNHR documented the death of no less than 985 children between 
March 2011 and November 20, 2018.

B. Targeting schools and kindergartens
We documented that no fewer than 31 schools and three kindergartens were damaged by 
other parties between March 2011 and November 20, 2018.

On Friday, February 23, 2018, the fence of Ahmad Nasif Inter-
mediate School in the Rukn al Din neighborhood of northeast-
ern Damascus city was partially destroyed, while the school 
furniture was moderately damaged, as a result of a bombing 
whose source we haven’t been able to identify at the time of 
this writing. We’ve also been unable to positively identify the 
weapon used. The Rukn al Din neighborhood was under the 
control of Syrian regime forces at the time of the incident.

Damage in Ahmad Nasif Interme-

diate School in the aftermath of 

a bombing of unknown source, 

Rukn al Din, Damascus – Friday, 

February 22, 2018

https://goo.gl/BwvUNq
https://goo.gl/BwvUNq
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1597&token=Ai5pAJr2Hul7LscrhWEORvECflwF7q4x
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1596&token=JEkhAJVFlIPXwJFjJq776j2N3OQn0uYz
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1596&token=JEkhAJVFlIPXwJFjJq776j2N3OQn0uYz
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17MCNdbk9wksXM7NUr5kVV1bKOreQDJ48/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z32k3tR_8rdLhM7-4W2gqqb9W_uraAQZ/view
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IV. Conclusions and Recommendations
Syrian regime forces
Government forces and pro-government militias have carried out acts which constitute 
crimes against humanity against the children of Syria through widespread and systematic 
killing, as well as acts of torture and sexual violence in blatant violation of Article 7 of the 
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. In addition, these forces have committed 
other acts which constitute war crimes, including conscription, starvation, and mass siege 
of civilians, including women and children. All of these crimes constitute blatant violations 
of international humanitarian law and the relevant Security Council Resolutions.

Russian forces
Most of the Russian forces’ bombardment has been concentrated in populated areas and 
centers, resulting in the death of dozens of Syrian children. All of these indiscriminate at-
tacks qualify as war crimes.

Self-Management forces (primarily consisting of the Democratic Union Party 
– a branch for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party)
These forces have committed acts that qualify as war crimes through indiscriminate shell-
ing which resulted in the death of many children, as well as conscription.

Extremist Islamic groups
These groups have recruited hundreds of children aged under fifteen. In addition, these 
groups have perpetrated torture against children imprisoned in their detention centers, 
while their indiscriminate shelling operations have killed many children. All of the above 
acts constitute war crimes.

Armed opposition forces
Different factions have recruited dozens of children. In addition, the indiscriminate shelling 
by some factions has resulted in the death of a number of children. All of the above acts 
constitute war crimes.

International coalition forces
The attacks carried out by the international coalition have caused collateral damage involv-
ing the loss of civilian lives, including children, or injuring children, or causing excessive 
damages to civilian property. There are strong indicators that compel us to believe that 
these damages were excessive in comparison to the military advantage anticipated.
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Recommendations
International community and Security Council 
• Secure protection and assistance for forcibly displaced children, both IDPs and refugees, 
especially females, by taking into account their special needs with respect to protection in 
particular.
• Uphold the commitments stated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and make 
serious efforts to isolate the Syrian regime and expose and put an end to its criminal prac-
tices as soon as possible.
• Support the possible sources of accountability in Syria, most prominently the Interna-
tional, Impartial, and Independent Mechanism; which was founded by the UN General 
Assembly, the Commission of Inquiry; which was founded by the Human Rights Council, 
and the active national human rights groups. Also, expose the states that are attempting to 
rehabilitate or sponsor the perpetrators of crimes against humanity carried out against the 
children of Syria.
• Take all possible legal, political, and financial measures against the Syrian regime, its 
allies, and all perpetrators of violations in the Syrian conflict to apply pressure on those 
parties in order to compel them to respect the rights of children.
• Uphold the commitment to all financial donations that have been pledged
• Relief supplies must be delivered to besieged children. The Syrian regime, in particular, 
must be compelled to lift its sieges rather than only dropping airborne relief supplies.
• Provide assistance for the neighboring countries and every possible form of support to 
improve the level of education and healthcare in these countries which house the largest 
proportion of children refugees.
• Find mechanisms to put an end to bombing schools and kindergartens, which would also 
ensure that these facilities are protected, and work to create a safe educational environ-
ment. This is considered the minimum level of protecting civilians.
• The issue of the children of Syria is a universal one. All the world’s states must work to al-
leviate the ramifications of it by supporting schools and educational and medical processes 
in Syria and for children refugees.

United Nations
OCHA
• Coordinate humanitarian relief efforts on the basis of prioritizing the areas worst affected 
and disregard the pressure and attempts at blackmail by the Syrian regime which wishes 
to exploit relief aid in its favor.



www.sn4hr.orgsnhr info@sn4hr.org39

• Dedicate sufficient resources to rehabilitate the children while taking into account the 
special needs of the females who were directly affected by the violations, and those who 
suffered sexual exploitation on the basis of prioritizing the areas worst affected.

IIIM & COI
• Investigate the incidents included in this report, and shed more light on the suffering of 
the children of Syria.

Neighboring countries
• Ensure that people coming from Syria can seek asylum and respect their rights, including 
banning forced return. The states of the European Union and other countries should help to 
ease the burden on the neighboring counties by taking in more Syrian refugees. Meanwhile, 
donor states should increase their assistance to the OHCHR and the local society groups 
in refuge countries.

OHCHR
• Create a stable and safe environment for Syria’s child refugees and make more efforts to 
socially reintegrate them through the provision of long-term psychological therapy.

Syrian regime and the parties to the conflict
• The regime should uphold its pledges in accordance with its ratification of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, as well as two international covenants, and the Geneva Conven-
tions.
• The Syrian-Russian alliance and Iranian militias and their affiliates should cease the delib-
erate bombardment of schools, kindergartens and residential areas populated by children 
and their families, and stop killing, injuring and disfiguring children.
• International coalition forces should launch investigations into the incidents in which child 
victims were killed in particular, and take deterrent steps against those individuals suspect-
ed to have been involved in these violations. Also, the international coalition should apply 
pressure on their allies in the Syrian Democratic Forces to cease their child recruitments.
• All parties to the conflict should immediately release detained children, particularly those 
who were detained on the grounds of armed conflict, and adhere to international laws 
against detaining children, especially females.
• All parties should respect international human rights law and international humanitarian 
law, and cease all egregious violations against children.



www.sn4hr.orgsnhr info@sn4hr.org40

• End all indiscriminate and disproportionate violations against civilian areas and take all 
appropriate steps to protect children during military offensives.
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