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Wednesday, March 22, 2017

Members of the International 
Syria Support Group

Joint Statement
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The Syrian Network for Human Rights, founded in June 2011,
is a non-governmental, non-profit independent organization
that is a primary source for the United Nations on all death
 toll-related statistics in Syria

Your Excellencies,
This month, as Syrians mark 6 years since the start of the revolution, our people will embark 
on a fifth round of peace negotiations in Geneva.  They will do so amid a growing sense 
of hopelessness and disappointment among Syrians on the ground.  Geneva IV failed to 
deliver tangible progress to improve the lives of our people.  Unless the parties face conse-
quences for the continued killing of civilians, Geneva V will suffer the same fate. 
Close to 300 civilians were killed during the previous round of Geneva talks.  In eastern 
Damascus and Homs, regime airstrikes intensified.  In Al Waer, regime sieges tightened, 
with 16,000 Syrians leaving the area for Jarablus this past week, adding to the demograph-
ic change that occurred in Homs.  By the end of peace talks, violence, displacement and 
destruction had returned to pre-ceasefire levels.  If the next round of peace talks is to stand 
any chance of success, the violence—and the impunity which breeds it must stop. 

As members of Syrian civil society, we have done our part to make Geneva a success.  
Both privately and publicly, we pressed the parties to engage constructively in the Geneva 
process – demanding serious negotiations.  We engaged directly with the Office of the UN 
Special Envoy to develop new thinking on the ‘baskets’: governance, constitution, elections 
and confidence building measures.  We developed credible ideas for Syria’s future, and 
articulated Syrians’ demands in diplomatic engagements with the international community.  
As Syrian civil society, we have done our share to help achieve a political solution.  Now, we 
are appealing to you to bring leverage to the table – otherwise your presence does nothing 
to increase the chances of success.  We know what we want for our future and how we 
should get there.  We need what we can’t deliver and what has always been missing: pres-
sure on and leverage over the regime and its allies to enforce Security Council resolutions, 
which are clear and explicit.  

As members of the International Syria Support Group, you can salvage the Geneva process.  
By generating and exercising leverage, you can compel serious negotiations, particularly 
on the Syrian regime’s part.  It is not enough to share our pain—your collective failure to 
take the concrete steps needed to end the Syrian conflict allows the conflict to continue.  
We therefore call on the ISSG to:
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1. Enforce Syria’s ceasefire by implementing credible consequences for those who violate 
the ceasefire.  It is a mistake to place responsibility for the ceasefire with the guarantors 
of Astana, who have shown no inclination to punish those who bomb or starve innocent 
civilians (and have perpetrated war crimes themselves).  If Syria’s ceasefire is to hold, it 
requires impartial UN-led monitoring and credible enforcement led by your countries.

2. Insist that the ceasefire and Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) are discussed in Ge-
neva.  The viability of the Geneva process rests on a sustainable reduction in violence.  As-
tana will not produce results because yet again there are no consequences for violating its 
terms.  It’s an abrogation of responsibility to leave the most critical issue to be handled and 
monitored by those responsible for the killing.  The ceasefire needs to be integrated into 
the Geneva process and you need to deliver monitoring and consequences for violations.

3. Come prepared to exert your leverage to unblock obstructionism by the parties to the 
conflict.  The Syrian regime in particular has refused to engage substantively in negotia-
tions. In addition to intensifying its attacks on innocent civilians, it has deliberately shifted 
focus from transition to discussion over process and format.  If the Geneva talks are to see 
progress across the four baskets, the ISSG must come prepared to do what it takes to un-
block such obstructionism.  

4. Maintain a focus on transition and uphold international law.  A sustainable peace in Syria 
requires political transition.  Those who systemically violate international humanitarian law 
– committing war crimes and crimes against humanity – have no place in a future Syria. 
Those bearing command responsibility must face justice. 

5. Push for progress on the detainee file and humanitarian access.  We urge you to ensure 
that Geneva maintains a focus on securing detainee release and prioritises free and contin-
uous humanitarian aid access, particularly to Syria’s besieged communities. These human-
itarian demands are not negotiable, instead they must be viewed as confidence-building 
measures between the negotiating parties that demonstrate the seriousness and commit-
ment of each party to achieving peace.
Syrian civil society has critical expertise on the key issues at the heart of the Geneva peace 
talks.  We have developed thinking on each of the four baskets, and we urge the interna-
tional community and especially the UN Special Envoy, to make better use our unique con-
tribution to the peace process.  Our acquiescence to a political deal is crucial - only we can 
create widespread buy-in on the ground and implement the terms of a deal.  Neither the 
opposition nor the armed groups will make agreements without our explicit support.
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Your Excellencies, for six years, our people have been told that the solution to the Syrian 
crisis is a political one.  We agree – which is why we have supported all rounds of Geneva 
negotiations.  But diplomacy in Geneva will not succeed as long as parties are permitted to 
pursue military means with impunity.  You have a variety of tools at your disposal to assist 
the diplomatic negotiations in Geneva.  If you want negotiations to succeed, you must come 
to Geneva prepared to use them.  

Sincerely,
Baytna Syria
Violations Documentation Center
Syrian Network for Human Rights
RMTeam
Local Development & Small-Projects Support (LDSPS)
Working Group for Syrian Detainees
Shaml Coalition
Emissa for Development
Kesh Malek
Foundation to Restore Equality and Education (FREE-Syria)
Bihar Relief
Syrian Women’s Network
CC: UN Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura
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