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Izaz city serves as the northern entry point for Aleppo into Turkey. It is located 45 
kilometers away from Aleppo. Izaz city has an area of approximately 3,500 hect-
ares. Wadi Nahr Qweid is to the east and southeast of the city. 
Location on the map

The following is an account for one of the city residents who was present at the time 
of the bombing. Hazem al Azizi is still alive and can be found on Skype: hazem1375
“At the time of al Asr Prayer, around 2:25 PM, a Sukhoi warplane for the Syrian 
regime targeted the central market in Izaz city by firing a number of missies that di-
rectly resulted in the destruction of many shops and killed tens of people, in addition 
to hundreds- men, children, elders, and women- who were injured. Izaz Hospital 
was overcrowded with wounded from the bombing, so the paramedics were forced 
to transfer some of them to Doctors Without Borders Hospital inside the Syrian 
lands, you can talk to the doctors at the hospital about the incident, and then to the 
Turkish hospital of Kallas which reached its capacity as well, so some of the pa-
tients had to be transferred to Gaziantep too. There were severed heads and severed 
hands and legs all over the ground in the market. Al Hayyani family was affected 
the most in this massacre, as five members of that family were killed. More than 100 
were wounded. This was the fourth massacre in the city, and all the massacres were 
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by warplanes. The bombing heavily damaged tens of houses in the vicinity of the 
market, and the people were terrorized, where thousands of families fled the city. 
And Izaz city has become a scary, empty city. About 30 shops were destroyed. The 
area is known for al Akrad market which is an urban market for clothes and shoes. I 
talked to the survivors, and people of the city kept talking about that horrifying day 
when their market was destroyed and their beloved ones were killed in a heartbeat.”

SNHR team in Aleppo was able to document the killing of 38 citizens, including 
five children and four women
1- Yousef Bashir al Sa’di, child, 17-year-old, from Izaz, Aleppo
2- Malek Ahmad Hayyani, 46-year-old, from Izaz, Aleppo
3- Hussein Ahmad Hayyani, 50-year-old, from Izaz, Aleppo
4- Mohammad Maleh Hayyani, child, 16-year-old, from Izaz, Aleppo
5- Ahmad Malek Hayyani, 18-year-old, from Izaz, Aleppo
6- Hasan Hayyani, elder, 57-year-old, from Izaz, Aleppo
7- Khaled Helal, defected first lieutenant, from Izaz, Aleppo
8- Mahmoud Ahmad al Haffar, from Izaz, Aleppo
9- Sam’ou Ahmad Darbala, from Izaz, Aleppo
10- Mohammad Omar al Basha, 48-year-old, from Izaz, Aleppo
11- Mustafa Omar al Basha, 40-year-old, from Izaz, Aleppo
12- Mohammad al Barri, child, from Izaz, Aleppo
13- Majd Ibrahim al Jazzar, from Izaz, Aleppo
14- Mou’taman Ibrahim al Jazzar, from Izaz, Aleppo
15- Nasma al Jazzar, five-year-old, female child, from Izaz, Aleppo
16- Mohammad Walid Khannou, form Izaz, Aleppo
17- Amjad al Jazzar, from Izaz, Aleppo
18- Majed al Sheikh San’a, from Izaz, Aleppo
19- Abdul Samea Ahmad al Shmali, from Izaz, Aleppo
20- Mustafa Samer al Ja’bari, child, from Izaz, Aleppo
21- Mohammad Turki Othman, from Izaz, Aleppo
22- Turki Qadour Othman, from Izaz, Aleppo
23- Hanan Khalil Hanan, female, 65-year-old, from Izaz, Aleppo
24- Mohammad Omar Malhis, from Izaz, Aleppo
25- Mustafa Omar Malhis, from Izaz, Aleppo
26- Mohammad Sane’, from Izaz, Aleppo
27- Mohammad Saleh Swyed, from Izaz, Aleppo
28- Mohammad Walid al Bari, from Izaz, Aleppo
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29- a martyr from “Makki” family, from Izaz, Aleppo
30-31-32- three unidentified women who turned into body parts, and we couldn’t 
acquire their names, from Izaz, Aleppo

Attachments and Appendixes
1- Videos showing the massacre victims
The girl Nasim al Jazzar
A father identifying his dead son
2- Videos showing the bombing and the destruction

Pictures documenting the massacre
The destruction in the city

http://www.sn4hr.org
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBbzJ6a1BHaGVJRFU/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBLWRvQU15ZWdzcU0/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBcGpSc3pLdzYwNEk/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nG4ifYke148&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L93Z2bSOiQE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-b9rUob1Lk&feature=youtu.be
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBNDNIbThpcDZ1dG8/edit


   www.sn4hr.org  -   info@sn4hr.org4

Rubbles removal

link1, link2

Conclusions
1. SNHR affirms that the bombardment against Izaz city was indiscriminate and 
directed against unarmed civilians. Thus, government forces and Al Shabiha have 
violated the international human rights law which protects the right to life in addi-
tion to being committed in a non-International armed conflict so it mounts to war 
crime as all elements were fulfilled.
2. SNHR deems what happened in Izaz city, the murder crime, a crime against 
humanity because it is not the first case but it has been systematically repeated 
throughout Syrian governorates in a widespread manner.
3. The indiscriminate attacks by government forces are violation of customary in-
ternational humanitarian law where government forces launched several shells on 
populated areas rather than targeting specific military objects.
4. Those attacks, particularly the bombardment, caused casualties, injures or dam-
aged civilian objects. Moreover, there are strong indicators that the damaged was 
great compared with the military benefits.
5. The volume of the massacre in addition to its nature, the amount of power that 
was used, and the indiscriminate and coordinated nature of bombardment cannot be 
without high instructions and it’s a state policy.  
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Recommendation
The Syrian government
1. Stop all Human Rights violations immediately.
2. Respect its international commitments that includes the protection of civilians in 
the time of war, and respect the rules of international humanitarian law and interna-
tional human rights law.

Human Rights Council
1. Demand the Security Council and the concerned international institutions to 
shoulder their responsibilities in regard to what is happening to Syrian people like 
murder, arrest, rape, and displacement.
2. Apply pressure on the Syrian government to cease murder, torture and release all 
kidnapped persons.
3. Hold Syrian government’s allies and supporters- Russia, Iran, and China- morally 
and materially responsible for what is happening to the children of Syria.
4. Give the disastrous situation of victims’ families in Syria greater interest and 
seriousness.

The Security Council
1. Refer those who were involved in crimes and the criminal to the International 
Criminal Court.
2. Warn the Syrian government of the consequences of its violent behavior and the 
systematic killing, and put out clear messages in this regard.

The Arab League
1. Ask the Human Rights Council and the United Nations to give the case of daily 
murder its right of interest and follow-up.
2. Give the case the serious and great interest and follow-up, and try to provide psy-
chological, material and educational care for the victims
3. Apply political and diplomatic pressure on the main Syrian regime’s allies- Rus-
sia, Iran and China-   to ban them from providing the international and political 
cover and protection of all committed crimes against the Syrian people and to hold 
them morally and materially responsible for all Syrian government violations.
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International Commission of Inquiry
Stop depicting the conflict as it is between two equal parties in crimes, power and 
central decision-making, and to describe the crime as it is without mitigation for 
political purposes. It also has to increase its cadres that is concerned with the Syrian 
case due to the volume of the daily crimes which would insure a more comprehen-
sive and complete documentation.
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