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First: A Neglected Crisis

With the growing numbers of Syrian refugees, the number of Syrian refugees, 
by the end of 2014, has amounted to 5.8 million refugees which exceeds the 
number of Palestinian refugees. Those refugees left Syria to flee the bombing 
and destruction in light of the death of the household maintainer. 90% of the 
Syrian refugees are from rebel-held areas as the lack of international protection 
will certainly force more people to be displaced. The international community 
seems to believe that the Syrian crisis is trivial as long as it can be contained 
and enclosed in Syria and the nearby countries.

Despite the many drowning incidents and its extremely high costs, many peo-
ple are still trying to immigrate illegally which reflects the hopelessness and 
despair of many people in Syria. The questions remains: is the international 
community to empty Syria of its citizens by prolonging the Syrian crisis.



Syrian Network for Human Rights      الشبكة السورية لحقوق اإلنسان 23-5-2015

Fleeing Death to Face another4

Second: After Reaching the Destination

Even if refugees succeeded in arriving in the neighboring countries, there are 
new and various difficulties that they have to face such as:
Education: As an average, about 25% of the 1.3 million children refugees 
haven’t been subjected to any form of education. The percentage varies from 
one country to another where the issue is at its worst in Lebanon as no less than 
40% of the children refugees are not registered in schools. We are facing an 
educational catastrophe whose impact will manifest for generations to come.

Food: malnutrition is a common phenomenon among Syrian refugees in vari-
ous countries. In many cases, Syrian refugees have no access to drinking water. 
Refugees in Lebanon are the ones who suffer the most from this issue according 
to the most recent UNESCO report, published on 2 June, 2014. Children are 
facing mounting risks that might affect their physical and mental development.

Medical care: refugees who aren’t registered by UNHCR encounter many dif-
ficulties to get access to medical services because of its high costs. Also, the 
registered refugees might face difficulties as well if their credentials expired as 
it can take up to two months to renew their papers.

Racism: refugees have received many threats by people who support the Syri-
an authorities especially in Lebanon, where Hezbollah is based. After the mili-
tary coup in Egypt, the Syrian refugees were victims of many media campaigns 
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which focused on tarnishing their image. Additionally, the Egyptian authorities 
kicked out no less than 3000 refugees and adopted a law that requires a visa 
from Syrians if they wanted to come to Egypt which wasn’t required before. 
Furthermore, there are many Syrian refugees in the Egyptian prisons to this 
moment. Also, many refugees were harassed in Turkey especially in the cities 
that support the Syrian regime ethnically like Antakya for example.

Residence: SNHR noticed that there are different between the international 
standards for camps and the tents that are currently being used specifically 
in terms of drinking water, bathing water, number of bathrooms and distance 
in-between.

Nationality: 115,000 thousands Syrian children were born at least in the neigh-
boring countries; 70% of them don’t have a birth certificate because the new-
ly-born child takes his father’s nationality according to the Syrian constitution 
but the father is either in Syria or with his family but doesn’t have his marriage 
license because his house was destroyed or looted or didn’t manage to take it 
when he left Syria. Because of the lack of a nationality, the newly-born children 
lose access to many necessary services such as education and medical care.

António Guterres, United Nations High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees, says: “The Syrian situation is the most dramatic human-
itarian crisis the world has faced in a very long time. Yet, the 
world has failed to meet the needs of the refugees and the host-
ing countries.”
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Third:  Democratic Rich Countries and Syrian Refugees

The United Kingdom is the worst democratic rich country in housing Syrian 
refugees as there are less than 100 refugees in Britain. The British immigration 
authorities refuse any requests for asylum or humanitarian cases even if the 
refugee has first-degree relatives with British nationality.
Furthermore, the British immigration authorities refuse to grant a visa for Syr-
ian researchers or academics even if they received an invitation from interna-
tional or British organization which was the case when we received an invita-
tion from Amnesty International to take part in its yearly report.
Although the United States of America has spent huge sums of money to help 
refugees, it refused to house refugees except in rare cases. There are no more 
than 200 Syrian refugees currently in USA.

Fadel Abdulghani, head of SNHR, says: “Instead of putting 
more obstacles, the European and American countries should 
try and help the neighboring countries and in order to do so, 
it should facilitate the reception condition for Syrian refugees 
and welcome them especially the aggrieved ones.”

Fourth: Drowning to Death
For all these reasons, many Syrians decided to risk their lives and money to 
migrate legally which, in many cases, cost those people their lives.
Documenting violations in Syria has been increasingly a complicated and dif-
ficult task since 2011. However, it is easier than documenting the victims who 
drowned to death. In most cases, there are victims from other countries, and 
our main sources are the survivors or the families that contact SNHR and tell 
us that they lost someone in order to see if they can get any information on that 
matter.

What makes this task more difficult is the unreasonable procedures by some 
of the authorities like the Italian authorities who refuse to reveal or publish the 
names and pictures of the survivors or the victims and only permit first-degree 
relatives to visit. This is not easy for Syrians as visiting Italy requires a visa. 
SNHR contacted some officials in Italy and these procedures are still followed 
until this moment.
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Therefore, it should be noted that these numbers are the minimum and there 
are certainly more incidents that we couldn’t know of.  We found out, while we 
were making this report, that there were many incidents of ships drawing in the 
Mediterranean Sea that haven’t been covered in the media.
Getting to Europe via the sea is considerably easier than by land. Ships mainly 
head to the Italian coasts from Egypt, Libya, and Turkey. Illegal immigration 
has become a part of a blackmailing network where fixers and jobbers exploit 
the Syrian refugees’ desperation.

According to SNHR estimation, since the end of 2011, no less than 2157 Syr-
ian citizen have drowned to death during illegal immigration attempts. Most 
of those (75%) were children and women. This report highlights the 28 most 
notable illegal immigrations incidents that involved Syrians drowning to death.

On Thursday 6 September, 2012, a boat that carried 100 immigrants headed 
to Greece from Greece. The boat crashed near the western Turkish and Greek 
coasts. Among the immigrants were 58 Syrians including 13 children.

On Saturday 18 August, 2013, a boat that carried 120 immigrants set off from 
the Libyan coasts and drowned in the Mediterranean Sea. The Italian coast 
guard managed to save many of the passengers, about 50, while the others 
drowned. There were six Syrian immigrants on that boat.

On Friday 13 September, 2013, a boat that carried 160 immigrants, mostly 
from Gaza strip and Syria, drowned near Al-Ajami coast in Egypt – Alexandria 
after it collided with a huge rock. The Egyptian coast guard saved 72 people. 
About 52 Syrian immigrants died in the crash.

On Wednesday 10 October, 2013, a ship set off from Libya – Zawwara city 
coast, which is approximately 150 kilometers away from Tripoli, heading to 
the Italian coasts. The boat had 375 Syrian immigrants who were mostly Pales-
tinians that were living in Syria.
Many of the survivors testified to SNHR that the ship was shot at near the Lib-
yan coasts by some pirates. However, the boat continued sailing until it reached 
an area between Malta and Lamedusa Island in Italy when the engines stopped 
working due to the previous fire shots. The boat drowned along with all the 
passengers.
SNHR documented 101 victims including 54 children and 22 women. About 
200 others survived and many others are missing.

On Friday 29 November, 2013, five Syrian immigrants, including a one-year-
old child, drowned after a boat, carrying 14 Syrian immigrants, drowned. The 
boat was headed to Greece from the Turkish coasts. The Turkish coast guard 
managed to save nine others.
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On Tuesday 9 March, 2014, the Italian coast guard saved 900 illegal immi-
grants including many Syrians. The immigrants were traveling on five boats 
that sailed from the Libyan coasts. Also, 10 dead bodies were pulled out; among 
them were seven Syrians.

On Tuesday 18 March, 2014, four Syrians drowned near the Turkish coasts 
when their boat, which was headed to Greece, drowned.

On Wednesday 19 March, 2014, a boat that carried 17 immigrants drowned 
in Aegean Sea. The boat carried 14 Syrian immigrants where eight drowned, 
including a female child and a woman, while six survived.

On Sunday 6 July, 2014, a boat that carried about 200 passengers drowned after 
it set off from the Libyan coasts toward Italy. The Libyan coast guard pulled 
out 12 corpses including three Syrians (a mother and her two children who 
were three and six year old.). There are 58 others missing. 32 Syrians at least 
drowned to death in that accident.

On Friday 25 July, 2014, a boat that carried about 560 set off to Italy from the 
Tunisian coasts. A fight erupted on the boat because of the poor conditions of 
some of the passengers who wanted to get back to Tunisia out of fear of drown-
ing. The Tunisian smugglers shot some of the passengers and tossed the dead 
bodies in the water. When the boat arrived, the Italian authorities arrested five 
Tunisian smugglers for murder. A number of dead bodies were found in the 
engine room as some of the passengers died of suffocation.

On Wednesday 30 July, 2014, a boat carrying 150 passengers, mostly Syrians 
and Palestinians, sailed off from Al-Khams, 100 kilometers away from Tripoli. 
Due to the boat being overloaded, it drowned. The Libyan coast guard saved 
22 people and pulled out 20 dead bodies. The others were counted as missing 
and probably are dead. SNHR estimates that 85 Syrians at least died in that 
incident.

On Monday 4 August, 2014, a boat drowned near the Libyan coasts. The boat 
carried 200 people including Syrian immigrants. Four Syrian children died in 
that incident.

On Friday 22 August, 2014, a boat sailed off from Libya. The boat, which was 
carrying 200 immigrants, crashed and only 42 survived. About 67 Syrian im-
migrants died.

On Sunday 24 August, 2014, a boat drowned due to overload. The boat was 
heading to the Italian coasts from Libya. About 147 Syrian immigrants died in 
that incident.
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On Friday 29 August, 2014, the Tunisian authorities found 37 dead bodies for 
Syrians including eight women and five children who all died after their boat 
drowned. The water drifted the dead bodies near the Tunisian coasts at Al-Ketf 
port in Ben Gardance city which is near the Libyan borders. The authorities 
identified them from their papers which were with them. SNHR contacted the 
Tunisian authorities several times to reveal the identity of those victims.

On Wednesday 10 September, 2015, a boat, heading to Italy from Egypt, 
drowned and about 480 immigrants died while only 11 survived. Among those 
victims were 120 Syrians.

On Sunday 14 September, 2014 at dawn, a boat drowned near the Libyan 
coasts. The boat, which sailed off from Tajuraa’ area (Tripoli), was carrying 
250 passengers who were mostly Syrians and Palestinians. 26 were saved by 
the Libyan coast guard. 133 Syrians at least died in that incident.

On Sunday 21 September, 2014, a boat drowned and 10 immigrants died in-
cluding eight Syrians. The boat set off from the Libyan coasts.

On Thursday 2 October, 2014, a boat sailed off from the Libyan coasts and 
drowned as 180 immigrants, including about 75 Syrians, died.

On Friday 3 October, 2014, a boat that was heading to Romania from the Turk-
ish coasts drowned. 43 immigrants died including 12 Syrians at least.

On Sunday 28 December, 2014, a boat that sailed from the Turkish coasts 
drowned and eight Syrian died in that incident.

On Sunday 8 February, 2015, a number of boats, which sailed off from the Lib-
yan coasts, drowned where 300 immigrants died including 50 Syrians.

On Tuesday 17 March, 2014, five immigrants died after a yacht heading from 
Turkey to Greece drowned. Three of them were Syrian.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnIbXZHb4Uc&feature=youtu.be
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On Sunday 5 April, 2015, 10 Syrians died after their boat, which was heading 
from Turkey to Greece, drowned.

On Sunday 12 April, 2015, a boat that sailed off from the Libyan coasts drowned. 
The boat carried 400 passengers. About 82 Syrians died in that incident.

On Sunday 19 April, 2015, a boat carrying 800 passengers from the Libyan 
coasts crashed due to being overloaded. Only 27 survived while no less than 
255 Syrian immigrants died in that incident.

On Monday 20 April, 2015, a boat, heading from Turkey to Greece, drowned. 
The boat was carrying 300 people. All the passengers survived except for 20. 
At least 5 Syrian immigrants died including a female child and a woman.

Fifth: Evidences and attachments
Picture of travel documents that were for Syrians immigrants who drowned near the Liby-
an coasts on 2 October, 2014.

https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B5pudHajcbMuX2ctTTczdl9hbEk/view
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Mrs. Rahiel Soumi Al-Maqsi, from Al-Hassaka, died after a boat, heading from 
Turkey to Greece, drowned in Aegean Sea on 18 March. 2014.

Mrs. Tharwa At-Tahhan, 19-year-old, from Damascus, died along with her son 
Udai after a boat carrying Syrian immigrants drowned on 11 November, 2013.

Picture of four sisters (Shierhan, Nourhan, Randa, and Salsbiel from Aleppo 
suburbs - Ifreen) who died after a boat heading to the Italian coasts drowned on 
11 November, 2013.

Corpse of a Syrian victim who drowned near the 
Libyan coasts on 2 October, 2014

Picture of the female child Hanaa Ammar 
Alwan’s passport. Hanaa was four-year-old 
from Aleppo city. She died along her mother 
Laila Ahmad Al-Jaber near the Libyan coasts 
on 2 October, 2014.

Khaled Al-Qlaaa’s sons; Nada, Mohammad 
Ali, Mohammad Belal, and Jamila, from 
Damascus suburbs – Al-Abbada town, they 
drowned near the Italian coasts on 4 August, 
2014.

Picture of a group of Syrias immigrants who were 
saved by the Italian coast guard

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5pudHajcbMuYW9KZnkyejdsNTQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBdFhjNFJBRnNzRFk/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBTVc2bUgzV0dwVUU/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9Bj18tlYYKBUDQtbGRXaEUxd1E/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B5pudHajcbMuZGpyRldwYlJLOGs/view
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B5pudHajcbMuWC04Ym5fSWsxbDQ/view
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B5pudHajcbMud0RCSDZJeHhEeU0/edit
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B7WKjopxRcX2eFMxcENZbG5aOGs/view
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A TV report, made by France 24, includes an interview with Wahid, a Syrian 
doctor, who tells the story of how he lost her four daughters in the drowning of 
a ship that were heading from Libya to Italy.

The testimony of a survivor that was on board the boat that drowned on Thurs-
day 2 October, 2014.

Corpse of a Syrian victim who drowned near the Libyan coasts on 2 October, 2014

http://f24.my/1As1k2t
https://drive.google.com/a/sn4hr.org/file/d/0B7WKjopxRcX2b19ka0dzRDRHRU0/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2ky2d3amSQ
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The saving of Syrian and Palestinian refugees whose boat drowned in the Med-
iterranean Sea near Malta.

An attempt to save Syrian and Palestinian refugees near the Italian coasts

Sixth: Recommendations

• It is the international community’s responsibility to find a radical solution 
for the refugee problem and the reason behind these frequent immigration 
attempts which is the daily killing, bombing, destruction, and sexual abuse 
crimes.

• The aids dedicated for IDPs, who are now more than 6.4 million, inside 
Syria should be increased which would decrease the refuging rates. Also, 
the Syrian authorities, in coordination with some of the international play-
ers inside Syria, is still seizing about 90% of the aids and transferring it to 
the areas that support the Syrian regime. We continuously talked about this 
crime of corruption and theft which should be investigated and the individ-
uals responsible for it must be held accountable.

• The aiding countries should support the certified national aiding organiza-
tion which would insure that the aids would get to the people in-need in a 
more effective way.

• The international community should respect its financial and logistic prom-
ises that he made for the Syrian refugees and increase its aids as the number 
of Syrian refugees is alarmingly increasing.
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