
   www.sn4hr.org  -   info@sn4hr.org

Wednesday, January 14,2015

SNHR has filed the case of the forcibly-disap-
peared Syrian citizen and university student 
“Amer Balhoos”, 18 years old then, to the Work-
ing Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disap-
pearances and asked the team to demand that the 
Syrian authorities release him. Abd al-Aziz was 
arrested arbitrarily on a checkpoint affiliated to 
the political security in Ensha’at neighborhood 
in Homs on 22 November 2012.
The army personnel were wearing military 
clothes and didn’t show an arrest warrant that 
authorizes them to carry out the arresting. 
He was forcibly-disappeared in al-Faihaa branch
in Damascus for about ten months before he was 
transported to Adra Central Prison, where he spent three months. Then, he was forcibly-
disappeared again on 1 January 2014 from Adra Central Prison without accusing him of 
any charge by the Syrian authorities. 
Since his arrest, his family didn’t get any news about his location. He has been forcibly-
disappeared since then and his fate remains unknown while the case was filed to the Work-
ing Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances on 13 January 2015.
The Syrian authorities deny that it arrested “Amer Balhoos”. SNHR, as well as his family, 
hasn’t been able to determine his fate. His family fears that they might get arrested and 
tortured if they asked about him repeatedly which what happened in many cases.
SNHR urges the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances to demand 
that the Syrian authorities release him immediately and the other thousands of enforced-
disappearance cases and reveal their fates.
Even though the Syrian government is not a state part to the International Convention for 
the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, it is a party to the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Arab Charter on Human Rights. Enforced-
Disappearance is considered as a violation of both these documents.
SNHR fears that forcibly-disappeared persons are being subjected to torture or have died 
under torture as the numbers of enforced-disappearance cases are alarmingly increasing 
since 2011.
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