
www.sn4hr.orgsnhr info@sn4hr.org1

Monday, January 8, 2018

No less than 898 Attacks 
on Vital Civilian Facilities in 
Syria in 2017

Including 53 in December



www.sn4hr.orgsnhr info@sn4hr.org1

The Syrian Network for Human Rights (SNHR), founded in 
June 2011, is a non-governmental, independent group that 
is considered a primary source for the OHCHR on all death 
toll-related analyses in Syria.

Contents
I. Introduction
II. Executive Summary
III. Details of Most Notable Incidents in December
1. Places of Worship
2. Vital Educational Facilities
3. Vital Medical Facilities
4. Communal Facilities
5. International Humanitarian Insignia
6. Infrastructures
7. Refugee Camps
IV. Conclusions and Recommendations

I. Introduction
The bombardment and what it entails of systematic killing and destruction by the ruling 
regime seems to aim mainly to undermine the establishment of any alternative governing 
system. Also, it leads to residents displacing from opposition-held areas to the regime-held 
areas which are relatively safer.

If the Security Council is unable to bind the conflict parties to implement Resolution 2139, 
adopted on February 22, 2016, which states: “Demands that all parties immediately cease 
all attacks against civilians, as well as the indiscriminate employment of weapons in popu-
lated areas, including shelling and aerial bombardment, such as the use of barrel bombs”, 
it should at least apply pressure mainly on Syrian regime forces to cease attacks against 
vital facilities such as schools, hospitals, markets, bakeries, and places of worship.

On December 30, 2016, a comprehensive ceasefire was announced from the Turkish capital 
Ankara under a Russian-Turkish sponsorship. The signing parties, the Syrian regime on one 
side and armed opposition factions on the other side, agreed to cease all armed attacks, 
including airstrikes, and stop raids and on-the-ground advancements. The military areas 
controlled by ISIS (self-proclaimed the Islamic State) were excluded from the agreement.
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Ankara Ceasefire Agreement was followed by seven rounds of talks that were held in Astana, 
Kazakhstan’s capital, between Russian, Turkish, and Iranian representatives as the states 
who sponsored Ankara Ceasefire Agreement. These rounds -the most recent of which was 
on October 30-31, 2017- discussed mostly, in parallel with a number of local agreements, 
ways to further establish de-escalation zones in Idlib governorate and the surrounding ar-
eas (parts of Aleppo, Hama, and Latakia governorates), northern Homs governorate, East-
ern Ghouta, and parts of Daraa and Quneitra governorates in south Syria. Additionally, the 
talks addressed ways to deliver humanitarian aids and enable IDPs to return to those areas.
Since these agreements went into effect, the included areas saw a relatively good and no-
ticeable drop in killing rates in relation to the past months since March 2011.

Despite Ankara Ceasefire Agreement and the de-escalation agreements that followed, 
breaches didn’t stop, mainly by the Syrian regime, who is seemingly the party that would 
be most affected should the ceasefire go on, and in particular extrajudicial killing crimes 
and, more horrendously, deaths due to torture. This strongly asserts that there is a ceasefire 
of some sort on the table, but the crimes that the international community -especially the 
guarantors- won’t see are still going on as nothing had changed. 

A de-escalation agreement was reached in Eastern Ghouta between Jaish al Islam, an 
armed opposition faction, and Russian forces under an Egyptian sponsorship on Saturday, 
July 22, 2017, and was followed by a similar agreement with Failaq al Rahman faction that 
established the faction’s inclusion in the de-escalation zone in Eastern Ghouta on Wednes-
day, August 16, 2017. Nonetheless, Syrian-Russian alliance have initiated a vicious offen-
sive against Eastern Ghouta on the 14th of last November. We released a report, “The Bar-
barian Bombardment and Siege on Eastern Ghouta Practically Invalidates the Upcoming 
Geneva Round”, documenting the most notable violations by the Syrian-Russian alliance 
between November 14-27, 2017.

Methodology
SNHR implements a high-level documentation methodology. In this report, SNHR sheds 
light on the most notable attacks against vital civilian facilities by the parties to the conflict 
that we have been able to document. We retain the details of all incidents in our data-
base. Verification for these incidents is chiefly carried out through our researches who are 
scattered across Syrian governorates with the cooperation and coordination of the local 
residents and activists. This report includes one account. It should be noted that this is the 

http://alrahmancorps.com/2525-2/
http://sn4hr.org/?p=48946
http://sn4hr.org/?p=48946
http://sn4hr.org/?p=48946
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bare minimum in light of the many practical obstructions we encounter during documen-
tations. SNHR can confirm, through its investigations, that there were no military centers in 
the centers mentioned in the report before or during the attacks. The Syrian regime, and 
other perpetrators, are going to have to justify their actions before the United Nations and 
the Security Council. 

The type and number of evidences vary from one case to another. In light of the challeng-
es we mentioned above, many of the incidents’ legal description change based on new 
evidences or clues that surface after we had released the report. We add these evidences 
and clues to our data archive. On the other hand, many incidents don’t constitute a violation 
to the international humanitarian law, but it involved collateral damages, so we record and 
archive these incidents to know what happened historically and to preserve it as a national 
record. However, they don’t necessarily qualify as crimes.

You can read the methodology adopted by SNHR in classifying vital civilian facilities on this URL

II. Executive Summary
A. Attacks on vital civilian facilities in 2017
Through daily documentation and monitoring, we, at SNHR, have documented no less than 
898 attacks on vital civilian facilities in 2017, distributed as follows:

http://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Vital_Facilities_en.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YukGgrlkbEACZ4OBZgl9F2ptEBwaFjfN/view
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- Most notable facilities that were attacked in 2017
301 infrastructures, 182 places of worship, 170 vital educational facilities, 139 vital medical 
facilities, 69 communal facilities, 11 international humanitarian insignia, 22 refugee camps, 
and four vital cultural facilities.

Targeted Facility

Places of Worship

Mosques 106 36 1 1 3 25 10

Vital Educational Facilities

Schools 70 38 6 1 5 18 8
Kindergartens 10 1

Universities 2 1 3 2 2
Institutes 1

Orphanages 2
Vital Medical Facilities

Medical Facilities 37 47 1 2 7 7
Ambulances 18 16 1 3

Vital Cultural Facilities
Archeological Sites 2 1 1

Communal Facilities
Gardens 1
Markets 49 11 1 4 2
Stadiums 1

International Humanitarian 
Insignia

Red Crescent 3 1 1 6
Infrastructures

Power Stations and Energy 
Sources

4 7 3 2 1 3 1

Civil Defense Facilities 59 28 6
Water Systems 7 3 17 1 9

Official Headquarters 19 15 1 4 1 9 13
Transportation Systems 15 18 17 1

Bakeries 10 7 1 6 1
Silos 1

Domestic Animal Farms 1
International Organizations 
and Locations Belonging to 

International Agencies  
1

Industrial Facilities 2 6 1
Refugee Camps
Refugee Camps 13 4 1 2 2

Total 431 239 29 9 15 8 101 66

Hay’at 
Tahrir al 

Sham

Distribution of Attacks on Vital Civilian Facilities in 2017 by the Perpetrator Party

Perpetrator Party Syrian 
Regime 
Forces

Russian Forces

Extremist Islamic 
Groups Factions 

from the 
Armed 

Opposition

Kurdish Self-
Management 

Forces

International 
Coalition Forces

Other Parties
ISIS
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B. Attacks on Vital Civilian Facilities in December
Through daily documentation and monitoring at SNHR, we recorded no less than 53 attacks 
on vital civilian facilities in December 2017, distributed by the perpetrator party as follows:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PWaqOHcCsRC3R8OQTzfa_L0OiBQEtHnW/view
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Attacks on vital civilian facilities in December were distributed by governorate as follows:

Most notable facilities that were targeted in December 2017
15 infrastructures, 12 places of worship, 10 vital educational facilities, seven vital medical 
facilities, four communal facilities, four refugee camps, and one international humanitarian 
insignia.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Hwg6WmIBAbUNUhPsK333rqExQJT_h9l/view
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III.Details of Most Notable Incidents in December
The report sheds light on most notable incidents of attack against vital civilian facilities 
in December except for the details of the attacks on vital medical facilities, civil defense 
centers, and international humanitarian insignia which were put in a past monthly report: 
“112 Medical, Civil Defense, and Red Crescent Personnel Killed, and 243 Attacks on Their 
Vital Facilities in Syria in 2017”

Perpetrator Party

Places of Worship

Mosques 4 6 1 1

Vital Educational Facilities

Schools 3 3 1 1
Kindergartens 2

Vital Medical Facilities
Medical Facilities 2 3

Ambulances 2
Communal Facilities

Markets 2 1 1

International Humanitarian 
Insignia

Red Crescent 1
Infrastructures

Civil Defense Facilities 2 2
Water Systems 2 1

Official Headquarters 2 3
Transportation Systems 1

Bakeries 1 1
Refugee Camps
Refugee Camps 3 1

Total: 23 20 2 3 1 2 2

Hay’at 
Tahrir al 

Sham

Distribution of Targeted Vital Civilian Facilities by the Perpetrator Party in December 2017

Syrian 
Regime 
Forces

Russian Forces

Extremist Islamic 
Groups

Factions from 
the Armed 
Opposition

International 
Coalition Forces

Other Parties
Targeted Facility

ISIS

http://sn4hr.org/?p=50489
http://sn4hr.org/?p=50489
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A. Syrian regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias)
Places of worship
- Mosques
Thursday, December 14, 2017, around 10:30, Syrian regime forces artillery fired a shell 
near Zamalka Grand Mosque in Zamalka town, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus sub-
urbs governorate, which resulted in casualties. Additionally, the mosque building was mod-
erately damaged. The town was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time 
of the incident.

Friday, December 29, 2017, Syrian regime forces helicopters dropped a number of barrel 
bombs on al Rahman Mosque in Mazra’at Skayyat, located near al Taman’a town, southern 
suburbs of Idlib governorate. The mosque building was heavily destroyed and its furniture was 
heavily damaged as the mosque was rendered out of commission. The area was under the 
joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Vital educational facilities
- Schools
Thursday, December 28, 2017, Syrian regime forces helicopters dropped a number of bar-
rel bombs on a school area, where the intermediate school and high school are located, in 
eastern Babolin village, southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The two school buildings were 
partially destroyed and their furniture was heavily damaged. The village was under the joint 
control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

-Kindergartens
Sunday, December 3, 2017, Syrian regime forces artillery fired a number of shells near Iqra 
Kindergarten in southern Saqba city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs gover-
norate. The kindergarten building was partially destroyed and its furniture was moderately 
damaged as the kindergarten was rendered out of commission. The city was under the 
control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Communal facilities
- Markets
Friday, December 22, 2017, Syrian regime forces artillery fired a number of shells at the 
local market in Douma city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs governorate. A 
number of shops were moderately damaged. The city was under the control of armed op-
position factions at the time of the incident.

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AC%D8%AF+%D8%B2%D9%85%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A7+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A8%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%E2%80%AD/@33.5252438,36.3508671,16z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1518e42a52e0be23:0xfcd3c743bd18e4e9!2sZamalka,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d33.5264878!4d36.3525183!3m4!1s0x1518e42c941b63f5:0x9b054e5d2d4ec848!8m2!3d33.5261735!4d36.3562649
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GFaDfEa3wwx4Cq0T7vPzNPllwitZpIOs/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sN-3Ou4mYAA&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ymA3_qmNbYTSpDHama7DlNBpzA1CVi8l/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ICeTZx2guk3w9s4OX0GWtDBvUEAlPEoh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AJ_n4Q161tw_k3Un0tB6-qo9M327oJmZ/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Saqba,+Syria/@33.5204844,36.3828564,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1518e450aad0c9b9:0x9799e9fd33b8dfd!2sSaqba,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d33.5203294!4d36.3850137!3m4!1s0x1518e450aad0c9b9:0x9799e9fd33b8dfd!8m2!3d33.5203294!4d36.3850137
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PRjLy4qlUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7fmIHnoPRI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z02C4vD0GcNnhSmdxiWUnMjymRCSOHlO/view
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Infrastructures
- Water systems
Friday, December 29, 2017, Syrian regime forces artillery fired four shells that landed near 
the only drinking-water tank in al Latamena town, northwestern suburbs of Hama governo-
rate. The shells landed about 30 meters away from the tank with no damages to the tank. It 
should be noted that the same tank was heavily damaged in a shelling by the same artillery 
on Tuesday, December 26, 2017. The town was under the control of armed opposition fac-
tions at the time of the incident.

-Official headquarters
Monday, December 25, 2017, Syrian regime forces helicopters dropped a number of barrel 
bombs on the Free Police Station in the middle of Jarjanaz town, eastern suburbs of Idlib 
governorate. The barrel bombs landed 100 meters away from the station with no damages 
recorded in its building. It should be noted that the Free Police uses the former town hall in 
Jarjanaz town as a base.  The town was under the joint control of armed opposition factions 
and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Damages in the aftermath of a shelling by Syrian regime forces on the local market in Douma city, 

Damascus suburbs – December 22, 2017

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26a1RBaT6u0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Jarjanaz,+Syria/@35.6181178,36.782488,14.5z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1524e4cd26622593:0x6fdaca38deabe26!2sJarjanaz,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.6179551!4d36.7846436!3m4!1s0x1524e4cd26622593:0x6fdaca38deabe26!8m2!3d35.6179551!4d36.7846436
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BPJlgboB9H1e4ivEaUOFYWxgtgxmh2H4/view
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Refugee camps
Monday, December 25, 2017, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired one missile 
at al Zafar IDPs camp in western Abu al Thohour town, eastern suburbs of Idlib governo-
rate. About 15 tents were moderately damaged. The town was under the control of Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

B. Russian forces
Places of worship
- Mosques
Tuesday, December 5, 2017, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a num-
ber of missiles at al Hashish Mosque in al Sha’fa city, which is administratively a part of al 
Boukamal city, eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate. The mosque building was 
moderately damaged. The city was under the control of ISIS at the time of the incident.

Friday, December 8, 2017, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a missile 
at “al Zarzour village” mosque in al Tamane’a town, southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. 
The mosque building was heavily destroyed and its furniture was heavily damaged as the 
mosque was rendered out of commission. The village was under the joint control of armed 
opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Destruction in the aftermath of a bombing by Russian forces on al Zarzour village 

mosque, Idlib – December 8, 2017

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Abu+Adh+Dhuhur,+Syria/@35.7378715,37.0320366,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x15252486ddbf98e9:0xd3f4e41f3f81751f!8m2!3d35.7369445!4d37.0480843
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Ash+Sha'Fah,+Syria/@34.5791825,40.8886321,12.5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x15463d4681126e0d:0xbca331b13fa9c6a1!8m2!3d34.570599!4d40.9334411?hl=en
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kmsP1plKWjsOYD_kfAUwR5928hiQgR1Q/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a_gd46xW07B4MeFff2GfNlYxTxdcR2iH/view
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Wednesday, December 13, 2017, around 10:00, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Rus-
sian fired a number of missiles in the vicinity of Tal al Daman Mosque in western Tal al Daman 
village, southern suburbs of Aleppo governorate. One of the missiles landed on the mosque 
as the mosque building was heavily destroyed and tis furniture was rendered out of commis-
sion. As a result, the mosque was rendered out of commission. It should be noted that the 
same mosque was attacked by the same warplanes on Saturday, December 9, 2017. The 
village was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

We contacted Ramadan Hasan al Mohammad1 , a civil defense worker in Barda village. 
Ramadan told us that the observatories announced on the morning of Wednesday, Decem-
ber 13 that Russian warplanes fired two highly-explosive missiles in Tal al Daman village: 
“We immediately headed for the site. We found out that the bombing targeted Tal al 
Daman mosque – the same mosque that was targeted a few days ago. The destruction 
was huge in the mosque and the signs of destruction was also visible on approxi-
mately 14 houses in its vicinity as well. The destruction was huge. We couldn’t find 
any missile remnants.” Ramadan added that the area is almost empty of any residents in 
light of the heavy bombardment.

Destruction in the aftermath of a bombing by Russian forces on Tal al Daman 
Mosque in Tal al Daman village, Aleppo – December 13, 2017

 1 We contacted him via WhatsApp

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kr3Phc6dEXg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5YNkAPipGE&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r65eaQE3yFhCaItyrODiR58tJ0X1DrbF/view
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Monday, December 18, 2017, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired four 
missiles at “al Bayoud village” mosque. The village is administratively a part of al Hamra 
county, eastern suburbs of Hama governorate. The mosque building was destroyed almost 
completely as the mosque was rendered out of commission. It should be noted that the 
same warplanes attacked the same mosque on Tuesday, December 5, 2017. The village 
was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Vital educational facilities
- Schools
Saturday, December 9, 2017, around 08:00, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian 
fired a missile near Jab Elies Elementary School in Jab Elies village, southern suburbs of 
Aleppo governorate. The missile landed about three meters away from the school building 
which was partially destroyed along with the fence. As a result, the school was rendered 
temporarily out of commission. The village was under the control of armed opposition fac-
tions at the time of the incident.

Communal facilities
- Markets
Sunday, December 17, 2017, around 14:50, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian 
fired a missile at the main market in the middle of Khan Sheikhoun city, southern suburbs of 
Idlib governorate. A number of shops were partially destroyed. The city was under the joint 
control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Al Bayoud village mosque before and after it was bombed by Russian forces in al Bayoud village, Hama 
– December 12, 2017

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nyrdb3YZv8s&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SqfKPhYu0bha81q6uSwNy8uB8NkmeasA/view
https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A9+%D8%AC%D8%A8+%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B5%E2%80%AD/@35.7650797,37.4211701,10.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x4bdc4e317d754b27!8m2!3d35.8064721!4d37.337588?hl=ar
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tSCqYI_rdUzVKu2Lw4JiIvIj_WKUlGIR/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Khan+Shaykhun,+Syria/@35.4412804,36.6455869,14.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x15248ae0edc9cad3:0xc9176383cb24f9c0!2sKhan+Shaykhun,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.4403783!4d36.65721!3m4!1s0x15248ae0edc9cad3:0xc9176383cb24f9c0!8m2!3d35.4403783!4d36.65721
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pggb-IXrIydH1jeQzsikqv0ELy8b5U3w/view
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Infrastructures
- Transportation systems
Friday, December 1, 2017, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a number 
of missiles at the water crossing in al Twatha village which is administratively a part of al 
Boukamal city, eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate. The bombardment resulted in 
a massacre. Additionally, a number of ferries and boats were destroyed. It should be noted 
that the crossing connects between al Twatha village and the other villages in al Boukamal 
area (Jazira). The village was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of 
the incident.

- Bakeries
Wednesday, December 6, 2017, around 06:00, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Rus-
sian fired two missiles at the bakery in western Abu al Thohour town, eastern suburbs of 
Idlib governorate. The bakery building was partially destroyed and its equipment was mod-
erately damaged as the bakery was rendered out of commission. The town was under the 
control of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Destruction in the aftermath of a bombing by Russian forces on the bakery in 

Abu al Thohour town, Idlib – December 6, 2017

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1shr8ii1x5aZp_Xgss8wgck4Vyb7ATYXH/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Abu+Adh+Dhuhur,+Syria/@35.744329,37.0426077,14z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x15252486ddbf98e9:0xd3f4e41f3f81751f!8m2!3d35.7369445!4d37.0480843?hl=en
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aw6FDbFebsnPBg4rU-Bjf5GkAt1u-BpJ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cjTp6Me89JKtscHsKJXifD5RjJJ3gZk0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MP_Tb6yolfukvm_0KaQEdwEo1nPU-hw3/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kRtQl1ZenkVAfqLI-wCIt-UXmF-Lsyui/view
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C. Extremist Islamic groups
- ISIS
Infrastructures
- Water systems
Sunday, December 24, 2017, ISIS used IEDs to bomb the high water tank in Abu Hardoub 
village, eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate. The tank was destroyed completely 
and rendered out of commission. As a result, the water was cut off in parts of the village. 
The village was under the control of ISIS at the time of the incident.

- Hay’at Tahrir al Sham
Infrastructures
- Official headquarters
Tuesday, December 19, 2017, Hay’at Tahrir al Sham fighters raided the Seed Propagation 
Office, which is affiliated to Hama governorate, in al Habeit village, southern suburbs of 
Idlib governorate. The fighters seized the office equipment and shut it down with locks. The 
village was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

D. Armed opposition factions
Vital educational facilities
- Schools
Thursday, December 28, 2017, a rocket landed on Mukhles Omar Jamal al Din School in al 
Baath neighborhood, northwestern Hama city. We believe the rocket was fired from a rock-
et launcher stationing in an armed opposition-held area. The school yard was moderately 
damaged. The neighborhood was under the control of Syrian regime forces at the time of 
the incident.

E. International coalition forces
Places of worship
- Mosques
Tuesday, December 5, 2017, fixed-wing international coalition forces warplanes fired a mis-
sile at an ISIS-affiliated car near al Tu’ma Mosque, known as al Mufleh Mosque, in al Jarthi 
al Sharqi village, eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate. The mosque building was 
heavily damaged as the mosque was rendered out of commission. The village was under 
the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H0qDDYXePWCZdFZbHEt802NIkRDauyoR/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Hobait,+Syria/@35.4375198,36.5422088,14.5z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x152461437f0c7c47:0xb8184f7cea715e26!2sHobait,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.4409636!4d36.539177!3m4!1s0x152461437f0c7c47:0xb8184f7cea715e26!8m2!3d35.4409636!4d36.539177
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xxSRgPAat7xE0cVO8bZtIo_URaehZFO9/view
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F. Other parties
Places of worship
- Mosques
Friday, December 15, 2017, an IED exploded inside the Grand Mosque in Taldao town, 
northwestern suburbs of Homs governorate. The mosque building and its furniture were 
moderately damaged. As of this writing, we have yet to identify the group behind the bomb-
ing due to the difficulty in determining the responsible party in such bombings. The city was 
under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

IV. Conclusions and Recommendations
Conclusions
According to the international humanitarian law, indiscriminate, deliberate, or dispropor-
tionate attacks are considered as unlawful attacks. Syrian regime forces’ attacks against 
schools, hospitals, mosques, and bakeries is an utter disregard for the most basic stand-
ards of the international humanitarian law and the Security Council Resolution.
Additionally, Russian forces, ISIS, Hay’at Tahrir al Sham, factions from the armed opposi-
tion, international coalition forces, Self-Management forces, and other parties (Includes 
groups that we weren’t able to identify and the Turkish, Lebanese, and Jordanian forces) 
have attacked some of these facilities. The indiscriminate random shelling is a violation of 
the international humanitarian law and amounts to a war crime.
Recommendations
The Security Council
1- Bind all parties, especially Syrian regime forces considering that they are the main per-
petrator of most of these violations, to implement Resolution 2139 and, at least, condemn 
the targeting of vital civilian facilities that are indispensable for the lives of civilians.
2- A comprehensive arms embargo must be imposed on the Syrian government as it has 
been involved in gross violations of international laws and Security Council Resolutions.
3- Deem the states that supply Syrian regime forces and groups that have been involved 
in crimes against civilians with weapons partners in these crimes in addition to all supplies 
and distributors.

The Russian guarantor
1- The Syrian regime has to be stopped from dooming the de-escalation agreements. Oth-
erwise, it will only be seen as an exchange of roles between the Russian regime, on one 
side, and the Syrian/Russian alliance on the other side.
2- Start making progress in the detainees issue by revealing the fates of 76,000 forcibly-dis-
appeared persons at the hands of the Syrian regime.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bBqfAY8AI2BPQmxVx4aM0z95OK6a8mWe/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Taldou,+Syria/@34.8765579,36.5317197,13.5z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1523a18a3bb32eeb:0x7fc9d278bc1bb208!2sTaldou,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d34.8722083!4d36.5283688!3m4!1s0x1523a18a3bb32eeb:0x7fc9d278bc1bb208!8m2!3d34.8722083!4d36.5283688
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IZmFYqGyD68&feature=youtu.be
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