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I. Introduction
Article 52 of the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 defines 
Civilian Objects as: “….all objects which are not military objectives” with Military Ob-
jects being: “military objectives are limited to those objects which by their nature, 
location, purpose or use make an effective contribution to military action and whose 
total or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at 
the time, offers a definite military advantage.”
Civilian objects include medical facilities, educational facilities, infrastructures, places of 
worship, and other facilities that are used for civilian purposes.

Since March 2011, Syrian regime forces, and then Syrian-Russian alliance forces, have 
trumped all parties in targeting vital civilian facilities – especially in the areas under the 
control of armed opposition, and to a lesser degree in ISIS-held areas. We have recorded 
repeated attacks on thousands of vital facilities, which proves that these facilities were de-
liberately destroyed and corrupted. We have also recorded hundreds of massacres that 
resulted from attacks on such objects.
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Certainly, other parties committed similar violations, but to varying degrees, and never to 
the extent of the crimes by the Syrian-Russian-Iranian forces. 
The attacks we have recorded include deliberate bombardments that targeted civilian ob-
jects, lootings, and attacks that involve disabling these objects and undermining their pur-
pose in serving civilians despite the lack of any pressing military necessity or these objects 
being used for combat purposes by a party which would have justified targeting them by 
the other parties to the conflict.

In light of the prolonged duration of the conflict and these facilities being continually target-
ed, as well as the ongoing demographic changes, a need rose for alternating the functions 
of some facilities (for example, many schools have been turned into IDPs shelters). We have 
also noticed that some facilities moved between multiple buildings and areas more than once 
in order to evade bombardment, while others were moved to secure sites such as caves.

SNHR has dedicated a periodic monthly report to monitor attacks on vital civilian facilities. 
In addition, SNHR has released extensive reports and researches on vital facilities that have 
been destroyed by the parties to the conflict.

Methodology
The report monitors the attacks on vital civilian facilities that we were able to document in 
January, except for attacks on medical facilities, civil defense facilities, and international 
humanitarian insignia which were documented in a separate report.

This report draws upon, firstly, the daily, ongoing documentation and monitoring efforts by 
SNHR team, and, secondly, on accounts from survivors, eyewitnesses, and local media 
workers that we’ve talked to via phone or social media. We have also analyzed a large 
number of the videos and pictures that were posted online or we received from local activ-
ists via e-mail, Skype, and social media. Videos posted by local activists have shown wide 
destruction in vital civilian facilities. We have copies of all the videos and pictures included 
in this report in a secret online database, as well as backup copies on hard drives. For more 
information, please see our methodology for classifying vital civilian facilities.

This report contains a number of attacks that were perpetrated by an air force. However, 
we weren’t able to accurately determine the party responsible for those attacks – the Syri-
an regime or Russian forces. Therefore, we assigned responsibility, in these attacks, to the 
Syrian/Russian regime forces.

http://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Vital_Facilities_en.pdf
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This report documents also a number of massacres that were the result of bombings that 
we couldn’t identify the groups behind them in light of the difficulties in identifying the re-
sponsible party for such bombings.

This report contains a number of attacks by artillery and mortar shells that we couldn’t ac-
curately determine who fired them, as we weren’t able to visit the site or obtain evidences 
to help properly identify the source of these shells.

This report contains one account that we’ve collected through speaking directly to eyewit-
nesses, and not are cited from any open sources. We have explained the purpose of these 
interviews for the eyewitnesses who gave us permission to use the information they provid-
ed without offering or giving them any incentives. Also, SNHR tried to spare the eyewitness-
es the agony of remembering the violation as much as possible, and gave insurances to 
conceal the identify of any witness who preferred to use an alias.

Most of the attacks we have documented targeted civilian areas, as our investigations have 
proven, where no military bases or armories were found during or before the attacks. The 
attacking forces didn’t take into consideration the principle of proportionality. We also didn’t 
record that the attacking forces put out warnings for civilians prior to the attack as the inter-
national humanitarian law requires.

The type and number of evidences vary from one case to another. In light of the challeng-
es we mentioned above, many of the incidents’ legal description change based on new 
evidences or clues that surface after we had released the report. We add these evidences 
and clues to our data archive. On the other hand, many incidents don’t constitute a violation 
to the international humanitarian law, but it involved collateral damages, so we record and 
archive these incidents to know what happened historically and to preserve it as a national 
record. However, they don’t necessarily qualify as crimes.

This report only represents the bare minimum of the actual severity and magnitude of the vi-
olations that occurred. Also, it doesn’t cover the social, economic, and mental ramifications.



www.sn4hr.orgsnhr info@sn4hr.org4

II. Summary of January
The ongoing Syrian-Russian alliance forces’ offensive on de-escalation zones in Idlib gov-
ernorate and Eastern Ghouta, in Damascus suburbs, have been in parallel with an unprec-
edented rise in attacks on vital civilian facilities since the establishment of the de-escalation 
zones with the end of the fourth rounds of talks at Astana (May 3-4, 2017).
Syrian-Russian alliance forces carried out 107 attacks on vital civilian facilities in January, 
including 61 attacks in Idlib governorate, 31 in Eastern Ghouta, Damascus governorate, 
and 11 in Hama governorate.
Moreover, the attacks by Syrian-Russian alliance forces for this month targeted the most 
vital facilities to civilians, as we’ve recorded 20 attacks on mosques, 18 on schools, 16 on 
medical facilities, 14 on markets, and 13 on civil defense facilities.

III. Executive Summary
Through daily documentation and monitoring, we, at SNHR, have recorded no less than 136 
attacks on vital civilian facilities in January 2018, distributed by the perpetrator party as follows:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvBbmEuj4YKGe1-yqo6QjzPgW39Rv7A3/view
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A. Syrian regime forces: 54
B. Russian forces: 53
C. Extremist Islamic groups: 
- ISIS (self-proclaimed the Islamic State): 1
- Hay’at Tahrir al Sham (an alliance composed of Fateh al Sham Front and factions from the 
armed opposition): 1
D. Self-Management forces (primarily consisting of the Democratic Union Party – a branch 
for the Kurdistan Workers’’ Party): 3
E. Other parties: 24

Attacks on vital civilian facilities were distributed across governorates as follows:

Most notable facilities that were attacked on January 2018:
34 infrastructures, 30 vital medical facilities, 24 vital educational facilities, 25 places of wor-
ship, 14 communal facilities, six refugee camps, two vital cultural facilities, and one interna-
tional humanitarian insignia.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DfHlEzLbuoPP16NirEUUVfKNeYlXEnIk/view
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Targeted Facility

Place of Worship

Mosques 11 9 1 2
Churches and 
Monasteries

2

Vital Educational 
Facilities

Schools 10 8 2
Kindergartens 1

Universities 1 1
Institutes 1

Vital Medical 
Facilities

Medical Facilities 8 8 2 3

Ambulances 2 5 2
Vital Cultural 

Facilities

Archeological Sites 1

Museums 1
Communal 

Facilities
Markets 12 2

International 
Humanitarian 

Insignia
Red Crescent 1

Infrastructures
Civil Defense 

Facilities
6 7 1

Water Systems 2
Official 

Headquarters
3 2 6

Transportation 
Systems

1

Bakeries 1
Grain Silos 1

Industrial Facilities 1 2 1

Refugee Camps

Refugee Camps 4 1 1
Total 54 53 1 1 3 24

Distribution of Attacks on Vital Civilian Facilities by the Perpetrator Party in January 2018

Perpetrator Party Syrian 
Regime 
Forces

Russian 
Forces

Extremist Islamic 
Groups Kurdish Self-

Management 
Forces

Other Parties

ISIS
Hay’at 

Tahrir al 
Sham
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IV. Details of Most Notable Incidents in January
This report outlines the most notable attacks on vital civilian facilities. We have the details 
of the complete incidents stored in SNHR’s database.
A. Syrian regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias)
Places of worship
- Mosques
Saturday, January 6, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian/Russian regime forces warplanes (the incident is 
still being investigated in order to identify the perpetrator party) fired a number of missiles at 
“al Tuffahiya village” mosque and its vicinity in Jabal al Akrad, northern suburbs of Latakia gov-
ernorate. The mosque building was heavily destroyed and its cladding materials were heavily 
damaged, while the village’s houses in in the vicinity of the mosque were heavily destroyed. 
The village was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Wednesday, January 17, 2018, Syrian regime forces artillery fired a number of shells at 
al Eman Mosque in parallel with a shelling by their rocket launchers. The mosque building- 
which is located in al Mal’ab neighborhood, western Douma city, Eastern Ghouta, Damas-
cus suburbs governorate- was heavily destroyed and its furniture was heavily damaged, 
as the mosque was rendered out of commission. The city was under the control of armed 
opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Sunday, January 21, 2018, pro-Syrian regime forces militias defiled Khaled ben al Walid 
Mosque in Buqrus Tehtani village, eastern suburbs of Deir Ez-Zour governorate, as they 
looted part of the mosque furniture while burning another part, where the mosque was 
rendered out of commission. Buqrus Tehtani village was under the control of Syrian regime 
forces at the time of the incident.

Damages after Syrian regime forces burned the furniture in Khaled ben al Walid 

Mosque, Buqrus Tehtani village, Deir Ez-Zour – January 21, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gQt2wLw9-1w7kgKXynKNtTodky7ac971/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Al-Eman,+Duma,+Syria/@33.5705547,36.390446,15.5z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1518ef84a8e817bb:0xaffd77b97246862b!2sDuma,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d33.5727724!4d36.4093761!3m4!1s0x1518ef7453bfb5a3:0x63f0bb6a8ebe9c44!8m2!3d33.5716324!4d36.3901734
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gxLLKwshrBSCKNdM1ow9s6KcEJAwSgA4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gxLLKwshrBSCKNdM1ow9s6KcEJAwSgA4/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Boqruss+Tahtani,+Syria/@35.0615935,40.3765119,13z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x154871077854d339:0x957b21fa2cbe!8m2!3d35.0575204!4d40.4006833?hl=en
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jT2p7Fipb3gma0jahqdxrWUyrhAU2Hlj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/108hI396o1jk3OONLep4LiXF1PMfbFNQI/view
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Monday, January 22, 2018, around 12:00, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired 
a missile at the Grand Mosque in the middle of Irbeen city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damas-
cus suburbs governorate. The mosque building was partially destroyed and its furniture 
and cladding materials were heavily damaged as the mosque was rendered temporarily 
out of commission. The city was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time 
of the incident.

Tuesday, January 30, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a missile near 
Aisha Mosque in al Janoubi neighborhood, Saraqeb city, eastern suburbs of Idlib governo-
rate. the mosque building and its furniture were moderately damaged. The city was under 
the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the 
incident.

Vital educational facilities
- Schools
Saturday, January 6, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian/Russian regime forces warplanes (the inci-
dent is still being investigated in order to identify the perpetrator party) fired a number of 
missiles at Irbeen High School for Girls in Irbeen city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damas-
cus suburbs governorate. The school building was heavily destroyed and its furniture was 
heavily damaged. The city was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time 
of the incident.

Monday, January 29, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of 
missiles (small missiles) near Abu Bakr al Siddeeq School in the middle of Kafranbel city, 
southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The school building was moderately damaged. The 
city was under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at 
the time of the incident.

- Institutes
Sunday, January 7, 2018, Syrian regime forces helicopters dropped a barrel bomb, “an explo-
sive container”, near the Teacher Training Institute in al Janoubi neighborhood, Jarjanaz town, 
eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The institute building was partially destroyed and its 
furniture was moderately damaged.  The town was under the joint control of armed opposition 
factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5d66_ccs4o0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9J00JR8bRM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sv4bWRayKNs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zkgjIeSkWrA&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vE0zJUDciA-7P4OhLQok_xF9mqkM0bFn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YfI5i2-KyMXV3owxb3mZWGx4mRoSlPXC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QkILK6ocwvGAIbkHV8_9JJT6E1Yn6SWm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ARjzyJEwGbTDfU_Xqrs470pe99buOTav/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/142bHOaef95n7lZVRfJbbeWkQt3l1LQ44/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SinTE8IcIK71vP8mbgjx6G73uQD7298A/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Aisha+mosque/@35.8642939,36.8041099,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1525106da4a89577:0x65d330cb021bd08f!2sSaraqib,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.8614715!4d36.7981073!3m4!1s0x15251a98e8fe1b65:0x855a71861303c81!8m2!3d35.857557!4d36.8053445
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ibf0uoxzxBhwney1bk7OSIzSOgMiTnZh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dbshfI3XVz22nDnI9Q2-FttzJvcIxX3Y/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bf0sNWauzIWlsidE8pXYZMlWBMtrYGqa/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Irbin,+Syria/@33.5373956,36.3692166,14.5z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1518e5c6b3a87075:0x408755925b6e1b6e!2sIrbin,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d33.5389052!4d36.3660597!3m4!1s0x1518e5c6b3a87075:0x408755925b6e1b6e!8m2!3d33.5389052!4d36.3660597
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UacxE_XMKgxF_cYKK79eNoewppEzb9_O/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yMT6Sks-d_UL7Lnu9y3X4ExC6Y79SQow/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GbnJzSxTTxAIpai_dYVzq0fbHZqZUCJR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uftdsLhZPBjpgGyZ7MT6U6Mz0OzvVKww/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Jarjanaz,+Syria/@35.6181178,36.782488,14z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1524e4cd26622593:0x6fdaca38deabe26!2sJarjanaz,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.6179551!4d36.7846436!3m4!1s0x1524e4cd26622593:0x6fdaca38deabe26!8m2!3d35.6179551!4d36.7846436
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Communal facilities
- Markets
Tuesday, January 2, 2018, Syrian regime forces rocket launchers, stationing in Jourin vil-
lage, Sahl al Ghab, northwestern suburbs of Hama governorate, fired a number of rockets 
at the vegetable market in Jisr al Shoghour city, western suburbs of Idlib governorate. 
About 20 civilians were wounded in the shelling. Additionally, a number of shops and mar-
ket facilities were moderately damaged. The city was under the joint control of Hay’at Tahrir 
al Sham and the Islamic Turkistani Party at the time of the incident.

Sunday, January 7, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired five missiles at 
the main market in the center of Abu al Thohour town, eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate. 
A number of shops were partially destroyed, while the market facilities were heavily dam-
aged. The town was under the control of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Monday afternoon, January 8, 2018, Syrian regime forces artillery fired three shells, which 
were most likely fired from al Mleiha city, at the main market in the center of Saqba city, East-
ern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs governorate. The shelling resulted in casualties. 
In addition, about four shops were moderately damaged. The city was under the control of 
armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.
Msallam Abdul Basitt2, a photographer, said that approximately three shells landed where he 
was: “One of the shells landed on the building that contains al Zahra Hospital and caused 
slight damages. The second one landed in the local market in the public street before al 
Mahata Square towards al Jam’iya Square.” Msallam added that as soon as he got to the 
site, he saw paramedics pulling out Abu Saleh al Qouatli from his shop after a shell landed in 
front of him: “The destruction wasn’t excessive. Only shop fronts were damaged.”

Wednesday, January 10, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired a number of 
missiles at the local market in Irbeen city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs gover-
norate, which resulted in casualties. Additionally, a number of shops were heavily destroyed. 
The city was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Saturday, January 20, 2018, around 14:00, Syrian regime forces artillery fired a number of 
shells at a local market in Douma city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs gover-
norate, which resulted in casualties. Additionally, a number of shops were moderately dam-
aged. The city was under the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

1 We contacted him via Facebook on January 9, 2018

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DjqyFaEQNZU&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fUDIE2LfljcSKpvHqy2IqoRbggeE_ZTj/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Abu+Adh+Dhuhur,+Syria/@35.7378715,37.0320366,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x15252486ddbf98e9:0xd3f4e41f3f81751f!8m2!3d35.7369445!4d37.0480843
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WJqoje6iMATE0v6BHfFuD1Pauql1Rzba/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UYEbFsZYpFG7C459ypqiPq5jN0r3Epzb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gV_Ryzuh4FmMkUNiIke2XNk6ABqjoeUd/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbQSdFickMc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbQSdFickMc&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dGc6ulYduojV9JhEvQUI2whq5tBWx6vH/view
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Tuesday, January 20, 2018, fixed-wing Syrian regime forces warplanes fired three missiles 
at al Hal market in the middle of Ariha city, southern suburbs of Idlib governorate, which 
resulted in a massacre. Additionally, a number of shops and market facilities were heavily 
damaged. The city was under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Damages in the aftermath of a shelling by Syrian regime forces on a local market in Douma 

city, Damascus suburbs – January 20, 2018

Damages in the aftermath of a bombing by Syrian regime forces on al Hal market in Ariha city, 
Idlib – January 30, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_VOXxEY7wQ-h-o1dRpSvriu2f7nrE5CX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RS71yKdAOwtqlJ6QjhEnxIv8pKYzfEgF/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmqBu-zWNHBRsKXZciERukXgYi4xVASZ/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Arihah,+Syria/@35.8135023,36.6112482,14.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1525aa85be11a54b:0x9533e3643775dd52!2sArihah,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.8138694!4d36.6077207!3m4!1s0x1525aa85be11a54b:0x9533e3643775dd52!8m2!3d35.8138694!4d36.6077207
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y469jCXt4yCOupej1wb7IMtuOJOyuT7b/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FXOmIjm3i7k2UbxE4DpxUY5pwf8bGvEI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-2fclhcRUBBsPtwkyRdjFB-v2InigaeO/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a9yQ_FPhdTCkeouxxJ3GyODhYOgI2B8l/view
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Infrastructures
- Official headquarters
Saturday, January 13, 2018, around 17:20, Syrian regime forces rocket launchers fired a 
number of surface-to-surface rockets at a car garage belonging to the local council in Dou-
ma city, Eastern Ghouta, eastern Damascus suburbs governorate. The garage building 
was heavily destroyed, as the garage was rendered out of commission. The city was under 
the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.
The local council released a statement on January 20, 2018, in which they condemned the 
incident

- Industrial facilities
Sunday, January 28, 2018, Syrian regime forces helicopters dropped a number of barrel 
bombs on a grain silo in al Gharbi neighborhood, Saraqeb city, eastern suburbs of Idlib 
governorate. The silo building was heavily destroyed and its equipment was heavily dam-
aged, as the silo was rendered out of commission. It should be noted that the same silo was 
targeted with missiles by fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian on Sunday, Janu-
ary 21, 2018. The city was under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Damages in the aftermath of a shelling by Syrian regime forces on a car garage belonging to 

the local council in Douma city, Damascus suburbs – January 13, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10bVIc3w10ElT-oDQkpMaYhhYDYVtnbRW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yTVF1mlCscMqYhUX1qXWBsPM-dPilXkR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17Naa0bTSjMN_cAYFzywC3HlzGOlCmib2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ugtbSdI214qFesPVVJ-xHrli7jHKeXO3/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ugtbSdI214qFesPVVJ-xHrli7jHKeXO3/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JSDVZM6o1vwLFDtlPPkwnx1oTjZfvame/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oVYYRxX8A7Pdo16YOzM6KrNQJajOQEbT/view
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B. Russian forces
Places of worship
- Mosques
Tuesday morning, January 2, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired 
two missiles at Oways al Qarni Mosque in al Kurnish Street, eastern Ma’aret al Nu’man city, 
southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The mosque building was heavily destroyed and its 
furniture was heavily damaged, as the mosque was rendered out of commission. It should 
be noted that a military base for Hay’at Tahrir al Sham is located 100 meters away from the 
mosque. The city was under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir 
al Sham at the time of the incident.

Destruction in the aftermath of a bombing by Syrian regime forces on the grain silo in 

Saraqeb city, Idlib – January 28, 2018

Destruction in the aftermath of a bombing by Russian forces on Oways al Qarni Mosque in Ma’aret al 

Nu’man city, Idlib – January 2, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bNtiqLvKbrpISgRLOOSUnFXiiASv89i0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lSffkUoykzaaOFnTJMWANGavNGqCYbG-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EedEaeyU7BWzeZYUxVHlDnTPfXspB7EY/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Aweys+Qarni+Mosque/@35.6470896,36.6763751,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1524f9768c985b59:0x2829bde238d93718!2sMa%60arat+al-Nu%60man,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.6479869!4d36.6795425!3m4!1s0x1524f971ad3746fb:0x6e694a56d15d1151!8m2!3d35.649921!4d36.6822016
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ipAh81FF3Y&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yvjq81sV9BJrWgNSsVNnBkL-e7fo2qr8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ymk3LiTp_A4jOSX5oEckHolAUowkcM-c/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n8IXgXNWE9X3GHacLYeYimQNFPdLfpQn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_IyuVuDfsc0vSCqq7iG4LAxVDbaRpDA/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WcDZM9-Ayv3iY3HeVyIcFzpuNfjcwosn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S212_Cj25pB0xxI9LxhpKgkPDGopPAdA/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xsjW8mceh29SgsIBoAJcr85cdnh7HmHL/view
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Wednesday, January 3, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a missile 
near Tal al Touqan al Kabir Mosque in the middle of Tal al Touqan village, eastern suburbs 
of Idlib governorate. The mosque building was partially destroyed, and its furniture and 
cladding materials were moderately damaged. The village was under the control of Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Friday, January 12, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a number of 
missiles at Aisha Um al Mu’mineen Mosque in al Habeit village. The bombing caused a fire 
in the mosque and heavily damaged the building and furniture. The village was under the 
control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Sunday, January 21, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian carried out 
a machine gun airstrike, using small missile, on al Huda Mosque in al Gharbi neighborhood, 
Saraqeb city, eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The mosque minaret was destroyed 
and its building was moderately damaged. The city was under the joint control of armed 
opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Destruction in the aftermath of a bombing by Russian forces on Tal al Touqan al Kabir Mosque, Tal 

al Touqan village, Idlib – January 3, 2018

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of4SBaoyfow&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nwNU15w9RY0KNPsVkJTdLWY_582C4bEP/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Hobait,+Syria/@35.4375198,36.5422088,14z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x152461437f0c7c47:0xb8184f7cea715e26!2sHobait,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.4409636!4d36.539177!3m4!1s0x152461437f0c7c47:0xb8184f7cea715e26!8m2!3d35.4409636!4d36.539177
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tb1kMNDvxj_pnM4D7Up566bXvsXbly_o/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nGUAPjwdl0RvgpHCTw9Rct08kCnzBwNI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SGAd7MiwkyUsF-iQiNFhuouilsKE8eOO/view
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Monday, January 29, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a number 
of missiles at al Ouda prayer place (a small mosque) in the middle of Saraqeb city, eastern 
suburbs of Idlib governorate. The mosque was destroyed almost completely and was ren-
dered out of commission. The city was under the joint control of armed opposition factions 
and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Vital educational facilities
- Schools
Tuesday, January 2, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired one missile 
at Qatra Elementary School in Qatra village, eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate, which 
resulted in casualties. Additionally, the school building was partially destroyed and its furni-
ture was moderately damaged. The village was under the joint control of armed opposition 
factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Friday, January 12, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a number of 
missiles at Khaled al Mousa High School on the northeastern outskirts of al Habeit village, 
southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The missiles penetrated the upper floors and ex-
ploded in the lower floors of the school building. As a result, fires broke out in the school, 
and the building and furniture were heavily damaged. The village was under the control of 
armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

Destruction in the aftermath of a bombing by Russian forces on al Huda Mosque in Saraqeb city, 

Idlib – January 21, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Mq_mh0mL0eA08gnNYHK0n2-tUZR2nBZ/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9qU7CLJ8mQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9qU7CLJ8mQ&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KgBf4v529h6SIlf2GzjN68e-Z85DioW-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tRHMaL8ADJ644K_Xcwk3UZxJ5SDwTp9R/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vpBbG9p8D9LxaERKHCnQmFVn2DMN-hAt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RuruEHg2iw5TcoLqRE8NZ9ZdgDIUezro/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U2FYg6ksxlJmmaLamGMGBa7aicf2R2Lt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jBuEVbHN-AvSJUMxEny46dRFAhHpTXTU/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VN4L4M7nrrRoXxC9uPqEuGS8o17cXH2M/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sHDTp9YZIFVeJ0dgO5lNtbjYCjkg1Od6/view
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Thursday, January 25, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a missile 
at Hitteen School for Elementary Education in Saraqeb city, eastern suburbs of Idlib gover-
norate. The mosque landed near the bathrooms in the school. As a result, the building was 
partially destroyed and a fire broke out inside. The city was under the joint control of armed 
opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

- Universities
Sunday, January 21, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a number of 
missiles at Ebla Private University, which is located on the international highway Aleppo-Da-
mascus near Saraqeb city, eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate. A number of students 
were wounded. In addition, the university building was partially destroyed and its furniture 
and cladding materials were heavily damaged. The area was under the joint control of 
armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Vital cultural facilities
- Museums
Tuesday, January 2, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired two missiles 
at Ma’aret al Nu’man Archeological Museum (known as Khan Murad Basha), which is locat-
ed at the end of the main street in the middle of Ma’aret al Nu’man city, southern suburbs of 

Fires and destruction in the aftermath of a bombing by Russian forces on Khaled al Mousa High 

School in al Habeit village, Idlib – January 12, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SMWm4FDHjE_0tPiZCXq9q378hUiZyK4z/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r1M4ewwrDfR6u0icWbjh8XlpPOP1eILN/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ViUGrNOCywwga91uNPr3--yCkzOzkBi6/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fn3roL0fA49JHa5CMjGg2-dXLrR6_6rQ/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Ebla+Private+University/@35.9802199,36.7144738,10.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x1525147469a70f91:0x4cb0a8cd30bd3fb1!8m2!3d35.9373222!4d36.8722744?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7jQ_LN1MCs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk4CzwBoOfE&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qdAt_htD0ZXSzRRxNZUg4BPEMeCqp4he/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1siLcyH9r44MMkcsubBE2U6tGS7n8K-XH/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZADH_TkFpZo73U6_x3CAhMhP4FDREBH2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yFSLTR8IybZN1KRY4gIDDjp7Q0gm9t3a/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qW-nfkw8W2rfKy7Lp8WVwFs-dygXwlr9/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Maart+Museum/@35.6470896,36.6763751,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1524f9768c985b59:0x2829bde238d93718!2sMa%60arat+al-Nu%60man,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.6479869!4d36.6795425!3m4!1s0x1524f9715e44e567:0xf3d7272b3bd955a7!8m2!3d35.6489882!4d36.6797662
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K7sc8ag1awdepd39oYYG-hKxpG1mK568/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NmBgPi2pwNZAhxwGQhxIvl6NtWIOUWol/view
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Idlib governorate. A number of rooms, inside the museum, were destroyed as well as some 
of the exhibits (a number of mosaics and relics). It is worth noting that a part of the museum 
building had been destroyed in a previous bombing. The city was under the joint control of 
armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Communal facilities
- Markets
Monday, January 29, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes (Su-25) we believe were Russian carried 
out a machine gun airstrike, using small missiles, on the new potato market in northern Sa-
raqeb city, eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate, which resulted in a massacre. Additionally, 
a number of market facilities were heavily destroyed. It should be noted that the market 
occupies what was formerly al Wes Factory. The city was under the joint control of armed 
opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Destruction in the aftermath of a bombing by Russian forces on Ma’aret al Nu’man Archeological 

Museum (known as Khan Murad Basha) in Ma’aret al Nu’man city, Idlib – January 2, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Zis6WDCTbjSmKwZqgJoa-95RQ9AzIVO/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Itgaow2pnObLpXc0Zvvhv4PShfFfexxm/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1971FpqWyyFZh-ESLtrDoQRo5yN0SCOoT/view
http://www.sn4hr.org/wp-video/watch.php?id=1478&token=8yxi5Ax1EqmfDSNIq5Q9IGiWHGbhHOvG
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hux9HbH9a0WStktQkw6zWV3JBdhNKgj_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OJC05AR5HrK0nW4hLb70EA7KLT4jKdHl/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H0qhi90iRR93MTbSCGnyHbE2CeFM_x_Y/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16ZRrK2kulZtnXDGLc5poT0KqSAQP1K85/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18OOX-qQdynfNd3VCQszOpK3KNAnzvc7_/view
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Infrastructures
- Water systems
Monday, January 15, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a missile 
loaded with cluster submunitions near the main water tank in southern al Ghadfa village, 
which is administratively a part of Ma’aret al Nu’man city, southern suburbs of Idlib gover-
norate. No damages were recorded to the tank structure. The village was under the joint 
control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

- Official headquarters
Wednesday, January 3, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a mis-
sile near Ma’aret al Nu’man’s local council, which is located in al Shamali neighborhood, 
Ma’aret al Nu’man city, southern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The building and its cladding 
materials were moderately damaged. IT should be noted that the local council occupies the 
former finance building. The city was under the joint control of armed opposition factions 
and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

- Bakeries
Wednesday, January 3, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian used incendi-
ary weapons to target the bakery affiliated to the Local Bread Council, which is located next 
to the local council’s garage, in al Shamali neighborhood in Saraqeb city, eastern suburbs of 
Idlib governorate. A fire broke out in the bakery, and the building and equipment were moder-

Damages in the aftermath of a bombing by Russian forces on the new potato market in Saraqeb 

city, Idlib – January 29, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13VtTXW3mOCOdUkI7QmXmXk8LRsxhlW8R/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RPbhPfJPAWjDMcfVWfRbR4liGoCqEBYp/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Ma%60arat+al-Nu%60man,+Syria/@35.6485717,36.6777484,14.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1524f9768c985b59:0x2829bde238d93718!2sMa%60arat+al-Nu%60man,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.6479869!4d36.6795425!3m4!1s0x1524f9768c985b59:0x2829bde238d93718!8m2!3d35.6479869!4d36.6795425
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xLnaJiJfsbXhhtqELiMcBPwCqYJPGbj0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wppq6Vp-wE5p6nn_0o_-ipG6v6aYsaV5/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11joZC781DiE2x9xx9rYEn5eVcHpr_tkS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11joZC781DiE2x9xx9rYEn5eVcHpr_tkS/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Saraqib,+Syria/@35.8597461,36.8069018,14z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x1525106da4a89577:0x65d330cb021bd08f!2sSaraqib,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.8614715!4d36.7981073!3m4!1s0x1525106da4a89577:0x65d330cb021bd08f!8m2!3d35.8614715!4d36.7981073
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vPznuZAvPhn1ZOziEyf3YbZ1_kgt8nak/view
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ately damaged. It should be noted that the bakery occupies a part of the previous start center 
for pedestrian buses (New Idlib Garages). The city was under the control of Hay’at Tahrir al 
Sham at the time of the incident.

- Grain silos
Friday, January 26, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a missile at 
the grain silos that are located on the international highway Aleppo – Damascus to the north 
of Mardikh village, eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate. The silos buildings were slightly 
damaged. The village was under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

- Industrial facilities
Sunday, January 21, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a number 
of missiles at the grain mills in al Gharbi neighborhood, Saraqeb city, eastern suburbs of 
Idlib governorate. The bill building was partially destroyed and its equipment was moder-
ately damaged. The city was under the joint control of armed opposition factions and Hay’at 
Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Fires in the aftermath of a Russian air attack using incendiary weapons on the bakery affiliated to 

the Local Bread Council in Saraqeb city, Idlib – January 1, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nUomlbgtWWLKtSFDnnDuRcQn6iw3IgCY/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/113KcfNh2QcjL7ZvevInnYrPYFKgJqp4H/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kDG__QCq_SGEOroK4AaN_W76bYFYHy_E/view
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Refugee camps
Monday, January 15, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired three mis-
siles at Hafsa Um al Mu’mineen Camp in southwestern Ma’saran village, which is adminis-
tratively a part of Ma’aret al Nu’man city, eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate. A number of 
tents were moderately damaged. The village was under the joint control of armed opposi-
tion factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Thursday, January 18, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Russian fired a number 
of missiles at an IDP shelter in eastern Ma’ar Debsa village, eastern suburbs of Idlib gover-
norate. A number of IDPs were wounded. Additionally, the shelter was partially destroyed. 
It should be noted that the shelter occupies a previous chicken farm. The village was under 
the control of armed opposition factions at the time of the incident.

C. Extremist Islamic groups
- ISIS
Places of worship
- Mosques
Thursday, December 28, 2017, ISIS used IEDs to bomb the minaret of Aisha Um al Mu’mineen 
Mosque in Ghranij city, which is administratively a part of al Shaytat area, eastern suburbs of 
Deir Ez-Zour governorate. The minaret was completely destroyed and the mosque building 
was heavily damaged, as the mosque was rendered out of commission. On Monday, January 
15, 2018, we were able to contact activists from the area who confirmed the incident. The city 
was under the control of ISIS at the time of the incident.

- Hay’at Tahrir al Sham
Vital educational facilities
- Universities
Saturday, January 6, 2018, Hay’at Tahrir al Sham fighters, along with al Inqath Government 
representatives shut down a building that houses the faculties of information engineering, 
literature, and media, affiliated to Free Aleppo University in al Dana city, northern suburbs 
of Idlib governorate. Teaching was suspended in those faculties. The city was under the 
control of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cfIPfkm6lrXk7iVY_1J8Ff8CTlweDZF5/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TtnO9zc9sTELrIKy6gA2ggLkDcuuyu67/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RUTKwHWPhKku3ioQCfcBAc3UVIJqHrW9/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T6bILdgS310fVWp-9ESciUAuXQiiVVDW/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PNIeyx8oRNBS43EctUjwFTxQmEtvp6Bz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PNIeyx8oRNBS43EctUjwFTxQmEtvp6Bz/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Maarrat+Dibsah,+Syria/@35.7803769,36.7688798,15z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x15250339bafcf799:0x6add7184194bf251!2sMaarrat+Dibsah,+Syria!3b1!8m2!3d35.7798408!4d36.7684838!3m4!1s0x15250339bafcf799:0x6add7184194bf251!8m2!3d35.7798408!4d36.7684838
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96ZSgOu7hD4&feature=youtu.be
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D. Self-Management forces (primarily consisting of the Democratic Union Party 
– a branch for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party)
Refugee camps
Friday, January 26, 2018, Self-Management forces artillery (primarily consisting of the Dem-
ocratic Union Party – a branch for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party), which was stationed in 
Ifreen city, northern suburbs of Idlib governorate, fired a number of shells near al Jazira 
IDPs Camp, which is located near Atama Crossing on the Syrian-Turkish borders (as part of 
Atama Camps Assembly) in northern suburbs of Idlib governorate. A number of tents were 
slightly damaged. The area was under the joint control of armed opposition factions and 
Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

E. Other parties
Places of worship
- Mosques
Wednesday, January 10, 2018, about 17:00, an IED exploded inside a car near al Fateh 
Mosque in the middle of Manbej city, eastern suburbs of Aleppo governorate. The bombing 
was about 10 meters away from the mosque whose building and cladding materials were 
heavily damaged. As of this writing, we haven’t been able to identify the group behind the 
bombing in light of the considerable difficulty in identifying the perpetrator in such bombings. 
The area was under the control of Self-Management forces (primarily consisting of the Dem-
ocratic Union Party – a branch for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party) at the time of the incident.

- Churches and monasteries
Tuesday, January 9, 2018, a rocket shell landed on Sayda al Nayyah Cathedral, known as 
al Zaytoun Church, in Bab Sharqi neighborhood, eastern Damascus city. The church build-
ing and its cladding materials were moderately damaged. As of this writing, we haven’t 
been able to identify the party behind the shelling. Bab Sharqi neighborhood was under 
the control of Syrian regime forces at the time of the incident.

https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Manbij,+Syria/@36.54202,37.9275052,12.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x1531aaf40861e571:0x632a18d36ef51a6d!8m2!3d36.5352848!4d37.9678652
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vrNySy6r_O9ooGfCq7jVjquVJDYE-zSx/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Zaitoun+Church,+%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A9+%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AD%E2%80%AD/@33.5089321,36.3124289,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x1518e6d1dcd6c449:0x80b455d4f35b4e11!2zWmFpdG91biBDaHVyY2gsINmD2KfYqtiv2LHYp9im2YrYqSDYs9mK2K_YqSDYp9mE2YbZitin2K0!8m2!3d33.5084364!4d36.3166642!3m4!1s0x1518e6d1dcd6c449:0x80b455d4f35b4e11!8m2!3d33.5084364!4d36.3166642
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Zaitoun+Church,+%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%A9+%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AD%E2%80%AD/@33.5089321,36.3124289,17z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x1518e6d1dcd6c449:0x80b455d4f35b4e11!2zWmFpdG91biBDaHVyY2gsINmD2KfYqtiv2LHYp9im2YrYqSDYs9mK2K_YqSDYp9mE2YbZitin2K0!8m2!3d33.5084364!4d36.3166642!3m4!1s0x1518e6d1dcd6c449:0x80b455d4f35b4e11!8m2!3d33.5084364!4d36.3166642
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Vital educational facilities
- Schools
Thursday evening, January 25, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Turkish fired a 
number of missiles, in parallel with a mortar shelling by an artillery we believe was stationed 
in a Turkish forces-held area, at Rajo al Qadima School in Rajo town, which is administra-
tively a part of Ifreen city, northern suburbs of Aleppo governorate. The school building and 
fence were partially destroyed. The town was under the control of Self-Management forces 
(primarily consisting of the Democratic Union Party – a branch for the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party) at the time of the incident.

- Kindergartens
Tuesday, January 16, 2018, around 11:30, an artillery shelling landed in Wahat al Atfal kin-
dergarten in al Shahba neighborhood, western Aleppo city, which resulted in casualties. 
Additionally, the kindergarten building was partially destroyed. As of this writing, we haven’ 
been able to identify the party behind the shelling. The neighborhood was under the control 
of Syrian regime forces at the time of the incident.

Damages after a rocket shell of unknown source landed on Sayda al Nayyah Cathedral, known 

as al Zaytoun Church, in Bab Sharqi neighborhood, Damascus – January 9, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wlzfSi6d9GHTlHlcLN8flE_ueV8__v0k/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Rajo,+Syria/@36.6748125,36.6536416,14.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x152fa1da859a2e37:0x7d091ad3ee6a6311!8m2!3d36.6725148!4d36.6660572
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1erSwba3AztpIL0jlf5NVUkHRGDNBQYIy/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/%D8%AD%D9%8A+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1%D8%8C+Aleppo,+Syria%E2%80%AD/@36.2187318,37.1168557,15.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x152ff7f4889a5eed:0x130ef3600d40b22e!8m2!3d36.2183234!4d37.1191578?hl=en
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N63SKjHEgj66LEzf4q4CpVfp9G6wsIhP/view
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Vital cultural facilities
- Archeological sites
Friday, January 26, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Turkish fired a missile at Ein 
Dara archeological site in Ein Dara city, which is administratively a part of Ifreen city, northern 
suburbs of Aleppo governorate. The ancient temple’s square was partially destroyed. The 
city was under the control of Self-Management forces (primarily consisting of the Democratic 
Union Party – a branch for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party) at the time of the incident.

Infrastructures
- Official headquarters
Sunday, January 7, 2018, clashes between ISIS and the Kurdish-majority SDF, which in-
volved light and medium weapons, in the vicinity of the phone exchange in Ghranij city, 
eastern suburbs of Idlib governorate, caused heavy damages to the telephone exchange 
which was rendered out of commission. As of this writing, we haven’t been able to deter-
mine which of the two parties was responsible for the damages. Parts of Ghranij city were 
under the control of ISIS, while other parts were under the control of the Kurdish-majority 
SDF at the time of the incident.

Saturday, January 13, 2018, an IED exploded in front of the Local Administration and Ser-
vices Ministry building, which is affiliated with al Inqath Government, where the government 
occupies the previous central bank building.  The bombing took place in Karajat al Bolman 
building, eastern Idlib city. The Ministry building entrance was slightly damaged. Another IED 
exploded in the same site after residents gathered, which resulted in casualties. In addition, 
the ministry building was further damaged. we haven’t been able to identify the group behind 
the bombing in light of the considerable difficulty in identifying the perpetrator in such bomb-
ing. Idlib city was under the control of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

- Transportation systems
Wednesday, January 31, 2018, a number of mortar shells landed on Damascus International 
Airport in eastern Damascus suburbs governorate. The Airport building was moderately dam-
aged. As of this writing, we haven’t been able to identify the group behind the shelling. The 
area was under the control of Syrian regime forces at the time of the incident.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O6xdg8XZDhdgQw23MoWZhxqEQLPe1BIk/view
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/A'en+Darah,+Syria/@36.4643638,36.8456983,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x152f918af793e953:0x31ed4c73a342ea4a!8m2!3d36.459374!4d36.862699
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/A'en+Darah,+Syria/@36.4643638,36.8456983,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x152f918af793e953:0x31ed4c73a342ea4a!8m2!3d36.459374!4d36.862699
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TIM9BRLD39eYsTuw304hZkMWNbWk3wJo/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVWXvfQQcko&feature=youtu.be
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Bab+Sharqi,+Damascus,+Syria/@33.5091136,36.3157742,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1518e6d10cdabcf3:0xbbd8da351912bf77!8m2!3d33.5091091!4d36.3179629
https://www.google.com.tr/maps/place/Bab+Sharqi,+Damascus,+Syria/@33.5091136,36.3157742,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x1518e6d10cdabcf3:0xbbd8da351912bf77!8m2!3d33.5091091!4d36.3179629
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- Industrial facilities
Wednesday, January 31, 2018, an IED exploded in the industrial district in al Dana city, 
norther suburbs of Idlib governorate, which resulted in casualties. In addition, a number of 
industrial shops were moderately damaged. we haven’t been able to identify the group be-
hind the bombing in light of the considerable difficulty in identifying the perpetrator in such 
bombing. The city was under the control of Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

Refugee camps
Sunday, January 21, 2018, fixed-wing warplanes we believe were Turkish fired a missile 
at an IDP shelter in Anabka village, which is administratively a part of Ifreen city, northern 
suburbs of Aleppo governorate. The bombing resulted in a massacre. In addition, the shel-
ter building was heavily destroyed. It should be noted that the shelter occupies a previous 
chicken farm. The area was under the control of Self-Management forces (consisting pri-
marily of the Democratic Union Party – a branch for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party)

V. Conclusions and Recommendations
Syrian regime and Russian forces
• Syrian-Russian-Iranian alliance has, beyond any doubt, violated Security Council resolu-
tions 2139 and 2254 which both state that indiscriminate attacks must be ceased. 
• We can confirm that the bombardment mentioned in this report has targeted civilian ob-
jects. Therefore, Syrian-Russian-Iranian alliance forces have violated Articles 52,53,54,55, 
and 56 of the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949.
• The attacks mentioned in this report that were carried out by the Syrian-Russian-Iranian 
alliance forces, are considered a violation of the rules of the customary international human-
itarian law (rules 7 through 10).
• Aerial bombardment has caused collateral damages that involved loss of lives, injuries, or 
significant damages to civil facilities. There are strong indicators suggesting that the dam-
age was too excessive compared to the anticipated military benefit.
• The indiscriminate manner of the bombing, and the coordinated approach of these at-
tacks, as well as the repeated targeting, must be based on high orders, and a state policy.

The Coalition (international coalition and SDF)
The attacks by Coalition forces have caused significant damages to civilian facilities. In 
most cases, these attacks have also resulted in losses that involved casualties or injuries. 
There are strong indicators suggesting that the damage was too excessive compared to 
the anticipated military benefit.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D-1O1WqGPCqQ_jOYp_WrvPJhhXlmLiVG/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RlbXEa8kKFiBRtGr_0soS-QfPjEyZKU-/view


www.sn4hr.orgsnhr info@sn4hr.org24

Other forces
ISIS….. have carried out attacks that targeted civilian objects, which also resulted, in some 
cases, in loss of lives. These violations might qualify as war crimes. However, these viola-
tions don’t qualify as crimes against humanity, as with the Syrian regime and pro-regime 
forces who carry out unlawful attacks in a systematic and widespread manner.

Security Council
• The Security Council has to take additional steps after resolution 2139 and 2254 have 
been adopted, and no pledges to cease the indiscriminate bombing have been made. All 
parties to the conflict should respect these steps, and adhere to the rules of the internation-
al humanitarian law.
• The Syrian case should be referred to the International Criminal Court and all those who 
are responsible should be held accountable including the Russian regime whose involve-
ment in war crimes has been proven.
• Expand sanctions to include the Syrian, Russian, and Iranian regimes who were directly 
involved in crimes against humanity and war crimes against the Syrian people.
• List the militias who are fighting on the side of the Syrian government and had commit-
ted wide massacres - such as Iranian militias, the Lebanese group Hezbollah, other Shiite 
groups, the National Defense Army, and Shabiha, on the international list of terrorist groups.
• Abstain from considering the Syrian government an official side after it perpetrated crimes 
against humanity with regard to the relief aspect, and stop giving it the largest portion of 
financial and other aids as they are being delivered to the people who support the Syrian 
government instead of people who are truly in-need.

International community
• In light of the split of the Security Council and its utter inability, action should be taken on 
the national and regional levels to form alliances to support the Syrian people that would 
protect them from the daily killing and siege and raise the support for the relief efforts. Ad-
ditionally, the principle of universal jurisdiction should be activated in local courts regarding 
these crimes in order to conduct fair trials for all those who were involved.
• SNHR has repeatedly called for the implementation of the “Responsibility to Protect” in 
tens of studies and reports and as a member of the International Coalition for the Respon-
sibility to Protect (ICRtoP) after all political channels through the Arab League’s plan and 
then Mr. Kofi Annan’s plan have been drought out as well as the Cessation of Hostilities 
statements and Astana agreements that followed. Therefore, steps under Chapter VII of 
the Charter of the United Nations should be taken and the norm of the “Responsibility to 
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Protect”, which was established by the United Nations General Assembly, should be imple-
mented. The Security Council is still hindering the protection of civilians in Syria.
• Renew the pressure on the Security Council to refer the case in Syria to the International 
Criminal Court
• Work on fulfilling justice and achieving accountability in Syria through the United Nations 
General Assembly and the Human Rights Council and work on activating the principle of 
the universal jurisdiction.

OHCHR
The OHCHR should submit a report the Human Rights Council and other organs of the Unit-
ed Nations on the incidents included in this report and the incidents that preceded, given 
that they are a glaring mark in a string of daily sporadic violations of a smaller scope. Also, 
the OHCHR should work on implementing the recommendations in this report.

Commission of Inquiry (COI)
Launch investigations on the cases included in this report and past reports. SNHR is willing 
to cooperate and provide more evidences and data.

International, Impartial, and Independent Mechanism (IIIM)
Address the cases mentioned in this report and past reports. SNHR is willing to cooperate 
and provide more evidences and data.

European Union and United States of America
Support the International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism that was established in 
accordance with General Assembly Resolution 71/248, adopted on December 21, 2016. 
And establish local tribunals that enjoy a universal jurisdiction, and address the war crimes 
that were perpetrated in Syria.

The Russian regime
• Launch investigations regarding the incidents that resulted in civilian casualties, make the 
findings of these investigations public for the Syrian people, and hold the people involved 
accountable.
• Compensate all affected facilities and centers, and reconstruct and rehabilitate them. 
Also, compensate all the victims’ families, who were killed by the current Russian regime, 
as well as the all the wounded.
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• Immediately cease bombing hospitals, protected objects, and civilian areas, and respect 
the customary international law.

The Coalition (international coalition forces and Syrian Democratic Forces)
• The states of the coalition have to unequivocally and truly acknowledge that some of the 
bombardment operations have targeted civilian objects, while some attacks resulted in the 
killing of innocent civilians. Instead of denying, these states should take speedy steps to 
launch serious investigations, and immediately compensate and apologize to the victims 
and those who were affected.
• The SDF-supporting states should apply pressure on these forces in order to compel 
them to cease all of their violations in all the areas and towns that are under their control. 
• All forms of support, weapons and otherwise, should be ceased until SDF commit to the 
previous recommendations. This is primarily the supporting states’ responsibility. Provid-
ing SDF with weapons and support while knowing that they can be used in war crimes or 
crimes against humanity can be seen as a contribution to these crimes.

Armed opposition factions
Ensure the protection of civilians and civilian objects in all of their areas of control. Also, armed 
opposition factions should launch investigations on the incidents included in this report.
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