
   www.sn4hr.org                                                                                                                      info@sn4hr.org

1

Introduction
It was noticed by SNHR the wide targeting of the educational 
structures by government forces using either barrel bombs or 
guided missiles. SNHR documented the targeting of no less 
than 3878 schools by government forces over the past three 
years.

The methodology of this report is based on the investigations 
conducted by SNHR with activists and eyewitnesses from 
Aleppo governorate, this report contains eyewitnesses ac-
counts in addition to the verified pictures and video footages 
that were sent by cooperating activists from inside the city as 
no member of our team was able to visit the location when the 
shelling took place. We verified three video footages, please 
know also that we modified the names of the eyewitnesses 
according to their will.

Please visit the following link for more information about 
SNHR’s methodology in documenting victims

Details
Al-Ansari neighborhood is located in southwestern Aleppo, it 
is a rebel-held neighborhood.
On Wednesday 30 April, 2014 The Syrian regime’s Sukhoi 
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warplanes has targeted, without any prior warning or reasonable cause, Ein Jaalout School that is located 
in Al-Anssari neighborhood in Aleppo with a guided missile. This indicates that the shelling was deliber-
ate rather than indiscriminate. The shelling targeted a gathering of 400 students from the schools of the 
neighborhood and the surrounding areas who came to Ein Jaalout School for the exhibition of children’s 
drawings that the school was organizing under the name of “Basmat Amal” (A touch of hope).
The shelling killed 20 people including 17 children, one lady, and two members of the teaching staff ac-
cording to the documenting team of SNHR.
This was the second time that Ein Jaalout School was targeted; the first time was when the Syrian re-
gime’s warplanes had shelled the school with a missile that killed nine people on 21 August, 2013 when 
Al-Abrar charity market was being held there.
During the investigations, our team didn’t find any military target near the school, this can be concluded 
taking into consideration the big number of students and teachers who were killed by the shelling. Fur-
thermore, Schools are among the protected premises according to the International Humanitarian Law. 
Even if we assumed rhetorically the existence of a military target, the shelling wasn’t distinguishing and 
killed a significant number of students and staff members a lot more than it should even if there was a 
military advantage which we weren’t able to recognize to this moment. This without any doubt can be 
classified as a war crime.
The Syrian government or people’s council of Syria haven’t yet started an investigation regarding this 
attack or any violation since 2011. Moreover, the Syrian constitution encourages these violations and 
immunize its perpetrators. To this day there haven’t been any trial of any soldier or security personnel. 
The Syrian government claims that it is fighting terror and Al-Qaeda, so can we justify shelling schools 
by saying it is a part of the war on terrorism?
Fadl Abdulghani, head of SNHR, says: “We never sensed, during our daily work on documenting vic-
tims, any differences after 22 February as if Resolution 2139 wasn’t adapted. The Security Council 
should take further actions like it promised and shoulder responsibility in regard to stopping the killing 
of civilians and protecting the right of the Syrian children in learning, and supporting educational initia-
tives”.
SNHR talked to the media activist Marwan Al-Halabi who was present when the shelling took place as 
he was covering the exhibition:
“I went to Ein Jaalout School in the morning to cover the second day of the children’s drawings exhibi-
tion. Shortly before I arrived, a huge explosions occurred in the school yard, and I saw a warplane soar-
ing high in the sky. The smoke was everywhere, almost one-third of the school was destroyed.”
“I entered the school to see the kids running in panic in every direction, there were body parts in every 
corner, and blood on some of the drawings.”
“I tried to help an injured lady to get out of the school and carried two children to the nearest ambulance 
I could find.”
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  “The civil defense arrived eventually with cranes and bulldozers and started removing the rubbels 
searching for any survivors or dead bodies. All the wounded and dead bodies were then taken to Bassel 
Aslan Hospital in As-Sukkari neighborhood.”
Reem, a teacher at Ein Jaalout School who was present when the shelling took place, talked to SNHR:
“At 9:00 approximately the students and I were getting ready to go down and have a look at the draw-
ings when a huge explosions happened that shook the whole school and destroyed most of the doors and 
windows.”
“After the explosion, the students and teachers ran outside the building, I saw tens of wounded in the 
school yard; some of them were bleeding badly, I tried to help some of them until the arrival of the medi-
cal team. The ground floor has been destroyed completely as well as an abandoned building next to the 
school. I am just wondering how the wounded students who lost their friends are feeling. They destroyed 
their future.”
Appendixes and Attachments 
Names of the victims
SNHR documented the killing of 20 people including 17 children, one lady, and two members of the 
teaching staff

Pictures and Video footages 
A video footage showing the destruction of the school
A video footage showing the bodies being taken out from underneath the rubbles and the huge destruc-
tion of the school

Pictures of the destruction(1)
Pictures of the destruction(2)
Pictures of the destruction(3)
Pictures of the destruction(4)

Pictures of some of the wounded children(1)
Pictures of some of the wounded children(2)
Pictures of some of the wounded children(3)
Pictures of some of the wounded children(4)

Pictures showing the aftermath of the shelling that targeted Ein Jaalout School on 21/8/2014
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Conclusions
1-SNHR affirms that the shelling that was against Ein Jaalout School in Al-Ansari neighborhood was 
deliberate and targeted armless civilians, thus the government forces and its militias have violated the 
articles of the international law for human rights which guarantee the right to live. Furthermore these 
violation were perpetrated during a non-international armed conflict which can be classified as war 
crimes.
2- SNHR believes that what happened at the school is a crime against humanity because this is not the 
first time that an incident of this kind has happened. This has become almost a daily experience in the 
various Syrian governorates which indicates the systematic and widespread manner of these attacks.
3- The random attacks committed by the government forces are considered violations of the customary 
international law considering the fact that government forces have attacked residential areas rather than 
a specific military target.
4- These attacks, especially aerial shelling, have caused casual humanitarian and material losses. There 
are strong indicators that prove that the damage was deeply severe compared to the expected military 
advantage.
5- The magnitude of this wide systematic frequent shelling, the level of its excessive strength, its military 
nature, and the coordinated approach of these attacks must be based on high orders, and a state policy.

Reccomendations
The Syrian Government
1. Instantly stopping all kinds of human rights violations. 
2. Respecting its international commitment to protect civilians during war and respecting the articles of 
the International Human Law and the International law for Human rights.

Human Rights Council    
1. Demanding the Security Council and the involved international institutions to shoulder responsibil-
ity concerning the sufferings of the Syrian people which include killing, arrest, rape and displacement.   
2. Applying pressure on the Syrian government in order to stop the acts of killing and torture. 
3. Holding the allies and supporters of the Syrian government - Russia, Iran and China –as materially 
and morally responsible for the killing that is happening in Syria.  
 4. Human Rights Council must pay more attention and consideration to the catastrophic situation of the 
children, families and relatives of the victims in Syria. 

http://sn4hr.org
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The Security Council
1. Adapting a resolution to refer all those who are involved and perpetrated crimes in Syria to the I.C.C.
2. Warning the Syrian government of the fallouts of its brutal policies and systematic killing, and send-
ing clear messages regarding that matter.

The Arab League 
1. Asking the Human Rights Council and the United Nations to pay the case of daily killing in Syria its 
due attention and consideration.
2. Taking the Syrian issue very seriously and considering it as a priority, and trying to take care of the 
families of the victims psychologically, materially and educationally. 
3. Applying political and diplomatic pressure on the main allies of the Syrian government; Russia, Iran 
and China in order to prevent them from continuing to provide an international and political cover for 
the crimes committed against the Syrian people, and holding them materially and morally responsible 
for all the violations of the Syrian government. 
 
The International Investigation Committee 
The International Investigation Committee must stop depicting the struggle in Syria as a struggle be-
tween two sides equal in crimes, power and the centralization of decisions. It must describe the crimes 
the same way they happen without belittling their extent for political reasons. The committee must also 
increase the number of its staff who work on the Syrian issue due to the amount of the crimes committed 
daily in Syria so that it can conduct a more comprehensive documentation.
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