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Waiting The Security Council
Eastern Ghouta Is Under Siege
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Eastern Ghouta was one of the first areas to join the Syrian 
revolution. Therefore, the Syrian regime made sure to pun-
ish it heavily through raids and tens of massacres that was 
perpetrated in 2011 and 2012 and using missiles and poison 
gases after it was liberated. Eastern Ghouta has the most 
number of victims and the second city, after Homs, with 
largest number of destroyed buildings.
In October 2012 the Syrian regime imposed a partial siege 
against Eastern Ghouta along with the killing, arresting, and 
destruction. At the beginning, the Syrian regime allowed 
some food and fueled to be entered but not medications. 
However, since 19 October, 2013 the checkpoints surround-
ing Eastern Ghouta have blocked anything from getting 
entered into Eastern Ghouta which caused severe food and 
medications shortages and the living condition to get rap-
idly worse due to the significant rising prices of almost eve-
rything.
Eastern Ghouta is located northeast of Damascus city. It has 
an area of 400Km2. It is bordered by Badiat Ash-Sham to 
the east, Al-Qalamoun Mountains to the north, and it con-
tains about 60 cities and towns,
Eastern Ghouta is divided into four main sections:
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 • The northern sector (Doma): Al-Qalamoun Mountains borders it to the south. Most prominent cit-
ies: Doma, Adra, Ad-Dmier, and Ar-Raihan.
 • The middle sector: Damascus borders it to the east. Most prominent cities: Harasta, Zamalka, Ir-
been, and Hamouriya.
 • The eastern sector (Al-Marj): one of the largest sectors. It reaches the east of Badiyat Ash-Sham. 
Most prominent cities: Al-Itieba, Al-Abbada, Harran Al-Awamid, and Al-Ahmadiya.
 • The southern section: located south of Eastern Ghouta. Most prominent cities: Al-Mlieha, Der Al-
Assafir, and Zibdeen.

Checkpoints and Security Squares surrounding Eastern Ghouta
A. Clash lines

The clash lines between the armed opposition on one side and the Syrian regime and its foreign mili-
tias on the other side can be found along the western and eastern frons of Ghouta. The western front 
includes: Doma, Harasta, Irbeen, Zamalka, Ein Tarma, Al-Mlieha, and Shab’a while the eastern front 
includes the cities of Al-Itieba, Al-Abbada, Al-Bahhariya, Al-Qysa, Al-Ahmadiya, and Der Salman.

 B. Military centers and checkpoints
Several military centers surround Eastern Ghouta where the Syrian regime uses these centers to target 
the cities and towns of Eastern Ghouta and also as a starting points for its raids missions. The follow-
ing are the most notable military centers and checkpoints:
 • Damascus International Airport: The most protected center, it can be found south of Ghouta. Al-
Matar highway connects it to Damascus. Clashes take place there almost every day.
 • Air Security Administration: Located in Al-Mlieha town which can be found in northwestern areas 
of Ghouta.
 • Transportations Administration: Located between Harasta and Irbeen in the western parts of Ghouta.
 • Chemistry Brigade: Located near Adra city in the northeastern areas of Ghouta.
 • Ad-Dmier military airbase: Located near Ad-Dmier city in the eastern areas of Ghouta . The Syrian 
regime warplanes take off to shell Damascus countryside from there.

The most prominent military checkpoints are:
1- Al-Mlieha military checkpoint.
2- Jermana military checkpoint.
3- Al-Wafdien camp military checkpoint.
After a thorough search, these checkpoints used to allow individuals cars to enter Ghouta. Hundreds 
of cars were lining up every day and every car had to wait 6-8 hours before it can pass. Personnel 
focused mainly on the amount of fuel in the cars to make sure it is just enough for entering and exit-
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ing. The personnel at these checkpoints consists of security men wearing military and civil clothes in 
addition to Syrian regime forces and foreign militias.
However, since 19 October, 2013 these checkpoints have stopped letting any individuals or cars enter 
at all and the siege has been imposed ever since.

Nevertheless, some people can get in if they pay huge sums that amount in some cases to half-million 
Syrian pound to the officers in charge at the checkpoints. Furthermore, we received many reports via 
e-mail about cases of sexual blackmailing. We weren’t able to interview any of the victims to this 
moment.

The outcomes of the siege
A. Victims of the siege and of the battles that were to end the siege.
The Syrian regime forbidding any medications or food to be delivered in Ghouta caused many cases 
of malnutrition cases, drought, and diseases in Eastern Ghouta. Children and elderlies were the most 
harmed. SNHR documented the death of 183 at least including 134 children who were mostly new-
born babies. Also, 22 women die of food and medications shortage.
The only available market for shopping in Eastern Ghouta is “Al-Wafdien camp” which is located 
near Doma city. In order to reach this market, civilians must go through roads that are exposed to snip-
ers. SNHR documented the killing of 74 civlian, mostly children and women, who were killed by the 
Syrian regime snipers while they were trying to get to the market in order to buy food.
Fadl Abdulghani, head of SNHR, says: “With all the disadvantages and catastrophic outcomes of the 
siege, the siege has dried the cash flow in Eastern Ghouta almost completely, which will force many 
to steal in order to survive. The siege is an ongoing war crime the outcome of which is only getting 
worse and worse which is what the Syrian regime wants exactly.”

B. Attempts to break the siege
The Syrian regime and its foreign militias has targeted on several occasions anyone trying to exit 
Ghouta for any reason, whether it was medical reasons, transfer wounded, or trying to get food. The 
most notable incidents documented by SNHR:
1- Al-Wafdien Camp incident
On Saturday 15 February, 2014, the Syrian regime shelled Al-Wafidien Camp while residents were 
lining up to buy goods for no reason. Furthermore, the investigations showed that there were no 
military facility or target during or prior to the attack. SNHR documented the killing of 10 victims 
including two children and two women in addition to more than 50 others wounded whom were taken 
to Doma city.



   www.sn4hr.org                                                                                                                      info@sn4hr.org

4

2- Berkat Al-Itieba incident
On Wednesday 26 February, 2014, no less than 250 civlians and rebels fled from Al-Itieba town. On 
their way, an ambush set by the Syrian regime and its militias was waiting for them; government forc-
es detonated dozens of landmines that was on the road. We documented 148 victims mostly rebels.

3- Dmier – Myd’a incident
On Friday, 2014, an armed group consisting of eight persons tried to bring some medication into Gh-
outa. On their way they fell for an ambush set by the Syrian regime and were all killed.

4- Dmier – Ar-Rhieba incident
On Friday 28 March, 2014, some of the rebels tried to flee from Ghouta to Al-Qalamoun to get some 
materials. On their way, a landmine field set by the Syrian regime killed 19 people of them.

B. Medical sector
Targeting and destroying most of the hospitals and clinics, killed a large number of medical teams, 
the increasing numbers of wounded and injured every day because of the shelling that hasn’t stopped 
in three years, the increase in the number of ill people on account of several reason most notably of 
which are environmental pollution caused by the piles of trash, damages done to the sewage network 
which put it out of commission, the lack of safe-drinking water, and the power outage that has been 
going on nearly since the beginning of the siege. Diseases including typhoid fever, hepatitis, and in-
testine inflammation has spread.
Dr. Majed Abu-Ali, a member of the medical office in Eastern Ghouta, talked to SNHR about this 
subject:
“To this moment, no death cases were caused by typhoid fever. Most of the diarrhea cases are caused 
by bacterial toxins, germs, or viruses in addition to a fair amount of typhoid fever cases. However, 
countless cases of hepatitis has been recorded.”

“This pollution is the main source of microbial toxins in addition to the lack of any methods to pre-
serve food in the summer because of the power and fuel shortages.”
““The reason behind this is groundwater and food being contaminated. Also, many residents drink 
water from polluted rivers and lakes.”
“The number of people who sustained typhoid fever, acute diarrhea, and hepatitis has exceeded 10.000 
while there are about 100 tuberculosis. Additionally, there are a lack of diagnostic tools that prevent 
us from diagnosing illnesses at early stages. Regarding zoster cases, we don’t have accurate numbers 
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but we record new cases every day.”
SNHR member in Eastern Ghouta has sustained typhoid fever for a week after he drunk polluted wa-
ter according to the medical office’s diagnosis.
Adnan Al-Mabyad, an engineer and head of the local administration, told SNHR about the water and 
sewerage networks crisis.
“We are doing our best to secure vehicles, fuel, and labor force to fix the sewerage network problem. 
But the imposed siege prevents us from getting the necessary tools and equipment and is only making 
the crisis worse.”
“On top of all that, many traders take advantage of the situation and coordinate with the military 
checkpoints to monopolize medications and medical equipment and sell at an extremely high price.”

C. Agriculture
Eastern Ghouta has approximately 80% of the Damascus and its countryside’s livestock. In light of 
the siege, the agricultural sector harmed severely as there are an increasing grains, agricultural tools, 
and fuel shortages in addition to the power and water outages. Farmer can’t use agricultural vehicles 
and water pumps. Also, many animals have died because there are no fodder.
Some of the farmers, in light of the extreme cold and fuel shortage, cut trees to get firewood for heat-
ing and cooking, because of that, Eastern Ghouta lost tens of thousands of trees.
The Syrian regime targeted deliberately agricultural crops many times, especially outside Al-Marj 
area such as Al-Bahhariya and An-Nashabiya which are known for their wide agricultural lands.

D. The industrial and trading sections
For the aforementioned reasons, all the factories stopped functioning and only minor industrial activ-
ists are taking place to a very limited extent because of the severe fuel shortage.
Major trading has also stopped. There are almost no market for selling buying which damaged both 
the traders and residents. Furthermore, some traders are taking advantage of the situation by coordi-
nating with the Syrian regime military checkpoints and the opposition checkpoints to control the flow 
of food and medication and even money in order to monopolize goods and sell it at high prices that 
amounted sometimes to eight times the original price. Al-Wafdien crossing point into Eastern Ghouta. 
Medications are extremely rare as there are no functioning pharmacies where traders are selling it to 
clinics at extremely high prices. Transportations means are now limited to bicycles because no can 
buy fuel except for major military brigades and medical clinics. 
Comparison between the goods prices before the siege and under the siege (in American Dollar where 
150 Syrian Pounds approximately equal one Dollar) 
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E. Education
Most of the educational facilities have been destroyed by the ceaseless shelling. Also, some of the 
educational buildings has turned into shelters after many residential buildings have been destroyed. In 
addition to the rareness of books and educational supplies. All of this ended the educational process 
for more than 150,000 children. Although there were some local efforts to fight this phenomenon and 
use house basements as classrooms, most of these basements are not a suitable environment for learn-
ing and it can’t contain a large number of students. 
Humanitarian needs in light of the siege
Because of the siege, 60% of the residents have flee to safer areas in Ghouta or to others areas. Also, 
many of them left to Jordan and Lebanon. The number of residents is estimated to be about 1.1 million 
people that reside mostly in the western areas that have a high population density. These areas live 
under difficult security and economic conditions. Out of 1.1 million residents live there, 350,000 are 
children, among them are 40% are homeless (about 140,000). Also, there are 13,000 orphan children 
who lost both of their parents.
Those 1.1 million people need 3,000 tons of flour, 120,000 food basket, and 500,000 liters of fuel 
every month. Additionally, there are 70,000 infant babies so we need 200,000 bottles of milk in addi-
tion to the seasonal vaccines.
From 20-29 March 2014, the Syrian regime allowed under the pressure of many parties to let U.N.’s 
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and Red Crescent’s cars who delivered about 1000 meals that included Homos and oil in addition to 
milk. However, they didn’t bring any medications or vaccines. There another visit on 24 May almost 
one month after the first one. The delegation brought about 400 baskets that included food and medi-
cations. Nevertheless, these aids are not enough even for only one neighborhoods compared to the 
aforementioned needs.
The following link contains video footages of the U.N. delegation’s visit to Ghouta:

  Appendixes and attachments
The following link contains pictures and video footages that were sent to SNHR. Some of the pictures 
were taken by a SNHR member in Eastern Ghouta. These pictures and video footage show the crops 
being burned and shelled and the difficulties endured to get water.

  Conclusions and Recommendations
The Syrian regime is besieging whole cities and towns. Most of the siege victims are civilians. This 
siege is a form of collective punishment that the International Law explicitly classifies as a war 
crimes. This crime is still going despite the Security Council Resolution 2139 that was adopted on 22 
February, 2014 which stated to “immediately end the siege of populated areas.” And promised to take 
further actions in case of incompliance. SNHR urges the Security Council to take these actions as the 
Syrian government didn’t comply.

Also, Resolution 2165 adopted on 14 July, 2014, finally allowed for aids to be delivered without any 
pre-conditions or restrictions. However, these aids are only limited to border areas. SNHR urges the 
concerned parties to come up with mechanisms as soon as possible to deliver aids into further areas 
such as Esatern Ghouta, Dariyya, and Homs because these areas are the most affected as it has been 
sieged for the longest period of time.

In this context, U.N. should reveal the findings of the investigations in regard to the corruption cases 
that Mr., Gary Quinlan talked about where he said that 90% of the aids go to areas to people who don’t 
deserve it and to the areas that support the Syrian regime which live under good conditions while ar-
eas like Eastern Ghouta hardly receive any aids. Friends of Syria Group should find out where their 
aids are going and make sure that the Syrian regime is not using it to fund the foreign militias that are 
fighting with it instead of aiding the people in need.

The Arab League should take action at least in regard to the reliefs issue and start a fund to support 
education and secure its supplies in addition to the medical sector that is increasingly deteriorating. 
The donor countries to increases their aids to the Syrian people as this is the only way to ease the 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5pudHajcbMuWWRvLUNKN1B3Slk/edit?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5pudHajcbMuMy1Zc3JvT2ROdGs/edit?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5pudHajcbMuMy1Zc3JvT2ROdGs/edit?usp=sharing 
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catastrophic fallouts of the siege. Furthermore, the Security Council should act more responsibly in 
regard to the Syrian tragedy.
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