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Introduction

According to several defected Syrian officials, the Syrian regime doesn’t include oil rev-
enues in the state budget, however, it were rather seized by the ruling family. Furthermore, 
according to B.P.’s statistical report on power in the world, the number of oil barrels that 
were seized by the ruling family is 385,000 barrel per day in 2010. The revenues of the oil is 
usually spent on personal expenses while a considerable portion is used to fund militias and 
“Shabiha” who work for the ruling family in order to support the dictatorial security state 
and carry out terrorist acts to destabilize and threat security in the area and the Syrian gov-
ernorates. In case of economic and political emergencies, a small portion of the revenues 
were given to the state.

After the breakout of the Syrian revolution. The Syrian regime lost control over wide areas 
of Syria including the eastern area where the oil fields are. Many heated clashes and battles 
erupted between armed groups, tribes, and thieves over the oil wells in order to obtain the 
huge financial benefits. Every faction would use these oils to fund its goals. Dozens were 
killed and wounded in these battles
This report highlights the fact that most of the oil fields in Syria are now controlled by the 
Islamic State which uses it mainly to fund its military operations to take over more areas in 
Syria and perpetrate more crimes and terrorist acts.

IS’s territories
The Islamic State controls currently about one-third of Syria. It controls Ar-Raqqa com-
pletely, all of Der Ezzor except for the military airbase, some neighborhood in the city such 
as Al-Joura, Al-Ummal, and Al-Hamidiya. Also, IS controls wide areas of Al-Hassaka gov-
ernorate including Ash-Shdadi, Al-Houl, and Markda in addition to many villages in north-
eastern Aleppo such as Al-Bab, Akhtarien, Al-Mas’oudiya, Al-Aziziya, Doybaq, Al-Ghouz, 
and Turkman Bareh, Akhtarien, and Ar-Ra’ie town near the Turkish border. Gegorrihphi-
cally, these areas are connected starting from Homs Badia (Sha’er Badia) in the middle of 
Syria to the Iraqi-Syrian borders in southeastern Al-Hassaka, Ar-Ra’ie town near the Turk-
ish-Syrian borders, and Shamer village borders near the northeastern entry point in Aleppo.
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Controlling oil fields in Syria

A. The Islamic State
IS controls the largest oil fields in Der Ezzor including Al-Omar and At-Tatak, the largest 
two oil fields in Syria. Al-Omar oil fields is located to the northeast of Al-Mayadien city and 
is one of the largest oil fields in Syria. Also, IS took over at the end of last April Al-Jafra and 
At-Tanak oil fields in Der Ezzor. Gradually, IS managed to take over the oil fields in Der 
Ezzor during clashes.

The Islamic State control the following oil fields and gas plants:
1- Al-Omar oil fields (Al-Furat oil corporation), 15 Km to the east of Al-Bsiera town.
2- At-Tanatk oil field in eastern Der Ezzor countryside - Ash-Sh’ytat Badiya.
3- Al-Ward oil field, near Ad-Dawwyer village in eastern Der Ezzor countryside.
4- At-Tayyem oil field, 10 km from Mohassan city in southern Der Ezzor city.
5- Al-Jafra oil field, 25 km to the east of Der Ezzor.
6- Koniko gas plant, 20 km to the east of Der Ezzor.
7- Al-Kharrata oil station, 20 km to the southwest of Der Ezzor.
8- Dirou oil station, 40 km to the northwest of Der Ezzor city.
9- T2 station, located on the Iraqi-Syrian oil line.
In Al-Hassaka: IS controls the oil fields located in Ash-Shdadi, Al-Jabsa, and Al-Houl and 
the oil fields near Markda and Tishreen Kambiya in southern Al-Hassaka countryside.
In Ar-Raqqa: there are some oil points which are all controlled by IS.

B. Kurdish forces
It controls all of Rmielan fields in northeastern Syria. These fields are protected by YPG. 
Also, it controls Ar-Rmielan refinery. Some experts estimate the number of oil wells in Rm-
ielan fields to 1322 approximately in addition to about 25 gas wells in As-Swiydiya field 
which is located near Ar-Rmielan field.
C. The Syrian regime
It controls currently a number of oil fields in Tadmour Badiya and some other small fields.

Oil is the main financial source for IS
The Islamic State relies heavily on oil trading to fund its civil and military activities. The 
monthly wage for an IS fighter is about 400$ which is a lot more than what any fighter would 
get if he worked with any other faction. IS pays more than any other faction, also they give 
“Al-Muhajer” (non-Syrian fighter who comes from out Syria) additional wages that amount 
to 700$ per month especially if he brought his family.
IS sells oil to the oil traders in Eastern Syria who declared their loyalty to the faction. Fur-
thermore, IS left some small oil wells for some tribes in order to pay its loyalty. Addition-
ally, IS sells oil to the Syrian regime and try to smug some into Turkey. It should be noted 
that IS sells oil at much cheaper prices that the international prices not to mention that the 
cost of producing the oil is notably less than what it supposed to be because of the primitive 
extraction tools especially in Syria.
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IS refines oil using various primitive methods such as the burning method through the various 
burners in these areas. At first, the oil gets extracted without purification before it is taken to 
holes where workers wait for the water to stagnate in the bottom and the gas to evaporate.
Afterwards, the produced oil is put in tanks where they burn it immediately in order to get die-
sel, fuel, and gas. The workers recognize the material when the color and smell change which 
might cause cancers. Moreover, the cloud-shaped black smoke causes severe environmental 
pollution and threatens the life of residents especially children.

Recommendations
The International Community should hold all the companies and individuals who work with 
the Syrian regime and IS in the field of exporting and selling oil accountable since both of those 
factions use the oil revenues to buy weapons and fund military campaigns that involved crimes 
against humanity and war crimes against the Syrian people which was proven many times.

Another Syrian child refining oil 
in Der Ezzor countryside

Picture of one of the holes where the 
crude oil is transferred

Attachments
Thick black smoke that coming out because of the 
primitive methods used to refine oil
Pictures of the primitive methods used to refine the oil
Picture of one of the holes where the crude oil is 
transferred
Picture of one of the burners in Der Ezzor countryside
One of the workers who work in the field of oil refinery
A Syrian man refining oil using a primitive method in 
Ar-Raqqa 2013
A Syrian child refining oil in Der Ezzor countryside
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